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Local Government Reorganisation

The process, as requested by central Government, to merge District and County Councils into Unitary Authorities in England, is proceeding. The latest is that all local authorities in Cambridgeshire will have to submit their suggestions for how best they see a new local government structure working in the county by the end of November.
There are a number of proposals on the table, which are outlined below:

Option A:
· South Cambridgeshire, Cambridge City & East Cambridgeshire.
· Fenland, Huntingdonshire & Peterborough.

Option B:
· South Cambridgeshire & Cambridge City.
· East Cambridgeshire, Huntingdonshire, Fenland & Peterborough.

Option C:
· South Cambridgeshire, Cambridge City & Huntingdonshire.
· Fenland, Peterborough & East Cambridgeshire.

Option D:
· An expanded Peterborough.
· Fenland, East Cambridgeshire, Huntingdonshire, South Cambridgeshire & Cambridge City.

Option E:
· Huntingdonshire
· Fenland, Peterborough, South Cambridgeshire, Cambridge City and East Cambridgeshire.


The local views are that the County Council have agreed to submit Option A to government and South Cambs and Cambridge City have agreed to submit Option B. Other local authorities may submit one of the other options but, at time of writing, this isn’t clear.
Once submitted, the government minister (or more likely a civil servant) will decide which configuration will work the best for the whole of the county.
Local Plan
The District Council has recently released its draft Local Plan – which is the development plan for the next 30 years and indicates the parcels of land in South Cambridgeshire that they feel can accommodate housing and commercial development to feed the population and economic growth during this time.
As previously reported, the major development in our area is a site north of Abington called Grange Farm, which can accommodate up to 6,000 new houses. This would be a significant development in our area, as it would represent a new town, twice the size of Linton.
The reason this is proposed here is that the location is deemed to be ‘sustainable’, as it’s close to employment sites like Granta Park and Babraham Research Park and is also located on major roads – the A1307 and the A11.
There will be a public consultation on this proposal, plus all of the others in South Cambridgeshire, over December and January – more detail to follow on this.

New ‘Forest City’
Some people have picked up on a locally-promoted ‘suggestion’ for a new ‘Forest City’ which is claimed to be able to house over 1 million new people. This is proposed on land between Newmarket and Haverhill.
https://www.forestcity.uk/
It’s worth pointing out that this proposal has absolutely no legs. It’s an unsolicited proposal by two unqualified individuals and carries no weight in planning terms. It’s likely that they are attempting to capitalise on the government’s plans to expand Cambridge but developments associated with this expansion will be properly drawn up and consulted on by an official development corporation – not this ‘Dragon’s Den’ style pitch.
So, in our opinion, this is going nowhere.

Linton Greenway
The Linton Greenway is progressing, albeit slowly. The next section that will move forward is the section between LVC and the recreation ground in Linton. Several options were looked at including Stantons Lane, Joiners Road and the driveway of LVC itself. After some engineering appraisals the only viable option was Joiners Road, as Stantons Lane was too narrow and LVC had too much red tape – being a secondary school. The Greater Cambridge Partnership (GCP) are looking to present a proposal for what this route would look like, although we understand that the only physical changes to the highway will be the widening of the footpath between LVC and Joiners Road and the stretch from the bottom of Joiners Road and the recreation ground itself, nothing else will be altered.
The next section of the Greenway to complete is the section through/around Abington to link up with the A11 crossing and onwards. The route of this hasn’t been agreed but is moving forward, slowly, so watch this space.

Cambridge South Station
The new train station being built at the Addenbrooke’s site, that will be called Cambridge South, has had some construction delays and no won’t be open until June 2026.
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