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Weston Colville Spring Lunch 
On Sunday 17th March, 12.30 for 1 pm, in the 
Reading Room. 
• Superb Sunday roast, pudding and coffee 
• Vegetarian/vegan option available – please 

indicate when booking 
• Bar  
• Raffle 
• Great company! 

Tickets from janepryor6@gmail.com, £16 per head, or 
£7 for children (5 - 11); under 5s free.  There are only 
sixty seats available, so book early! 
If you would like to help with preparing food, serving 
or laying tables please contact Emma Kaye at 
moathouse@icloud.com   

Jane Pryor 

Weston Colville Tea & Cakes  
We had a very busy afternoon at February's Tea & 
Cakes, with lots of happy children starting their half-
term holiday and lots of yummy cakes – thank you. 
Our next session will be on Friday 15th March at  
3.30 pm in the Reading Room as usual. 

Val and the Team 

West Wratting Café 
Saturday 2nd March, CAFÉ SOUP in the village hall, 
12 noon until 1 pm (please note the later time). 
This will be your last chance for a while to join us for 
delicious homemade soup, cake and of course tea and 
fresh coffee.  As we move into spring and hopefully 
warmer and drier weather, we will return in April to 
our usual coffee morning.  Everyone is welcome, we 
look forward to seeing you.  

Sherry and Jan  
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EASTER WORKSHOP 
Egg Painting, Decorations, Seed Planting 

Saturday 23rd March, 10 am - 12.30 pm 
St Mary’s Church, Weston Colville 

All materials provided; drinks & biscuits; everyone,  
all ages, welcome.   Free (donations welcomed) 

Please contact Gay on redman.tessa@gmail.com  
to book your place. 
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d'Abo Tennis Club AGM 
The tennis club AGM will be held on Tuesday  
19th March, 7.30 pm at The Old Vicarage in West 
Wratting.   

We would be delighted to welcome new faces and 
anyone who might be interested in becoming involved 
in the running of the club.  If you have any questions 
about what might be involved please contact: 
secretary@WestWrattingTennis.co.uk or call 290179.  

Cally Wilson 

West Wratting Book Club 
Our book for February was ‘Still Life’ by Sarah 
Winman. 
This is a book about love in all its forms.  It opens in 
Florence in the closing stages of World War II where 
we meet two of the main protagonists: Evelyn, an art 
historian who wants to make contact with the 
Monuments, Fine Arts and Archives Officers, and 
Ulysses, a private in the British Army.  They strike up 
a friendship which proves to be significant for them 
both.  The scene then shifts to East London at the end  

of the war where we are introduced to a disparate 
group of characters including Ulysses’ wife, Peggy.  
We follow their lives through the decades, intertwined 
with major world events, as they find their place in 
the world as ‘transgressive’ relationships become 
more acceptable.   
The author does not shrink from using raw, believable 
language and describing the physical side of 
relationships without being blatant.  There are 
poignant, sad, tragic and funny moments.  Two people 
liked this book very much, enjoying the descriptions 
of Italy, in particular Florence and its food, art and 
architecture.  One person was unable to get further 
than the first part, being unable to relate to the 
characters or engage with the story, while another 
read more of it but still couldn’t like any of the 
characters.  Scores ranged from 7 to 9 out of 10. 
For our next book we are reading ‘My Friends’ by 
Hisham Matar, to be discussed on Wednesday  
13th March at The Chestnut Tree at 7.30 pm. 

Linda Gorman  (290653) 

Spring Clear-up, St Andrew's Churchyard 
The spring clear-up will be on Easter Saturday,  
30th March, 10 am - 12 noon.  As usual, hot cross buns 
will be served along with coffee, tea and soft drinks. 
Everyone welcome.  Looking forward to seeing you. 

Cobby  (290046) 

Oil Co-operative 
Apologies to West Wratting: I put the wrong number 
in for your contact Peter.  Totally my fault – I will 
ensure you get the right number next time! 

Anne Vidler 
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Jo’s Cleaning Services

Established 
since 1994

Call me on 
07900 601835

Email me at 
joanne10664@gmail.com

Jo Taylor

PLUMBLINE & SON
PLUMBING AND HEATING ENGINEERS
PROFESSIONAL DOMESTIC PLUMBING SERVICE
OIL BOILER SERVICING & REPAIRS
Call John & Zach
01223 893903
Supcik@talktalk.net
Fully Qualified and Insured
City & Guilds / OFTEC Registered
Friendly and Reliable Service



March 2024

The Chestnut Tree 
We would just like to say hello, and how wonderful it 
is to have met so many of you.  You have all made our 
first few weeks in the village extremely pleasant. 
We are very excited to be operating a village pub once 
again and, following a quick kitchen refurbishment, 
we are ready to build upon the excellent legacy of 
Pete and Rachel. 
Our menu will change frequently but will be centred 
around pub food, accessible, seasonal and local.  
Prescriptions will still be available to collect from the 
pub.  
We will be holding a quiz evening every Sunday 
starting on 17th March, which will have Lols Pizza 
available to order for eating in The Chestnut Tree or 
as takeaway. 
The beer festival will be on the last May Bank 
Holiday and will kick off with Morris Dancers on the 
Thursday; we will have a few bands, and some street 
food vendors to offer something different. 
If we haven't already met you yet, please do pop in 
and say hello. 

Mark and Joanna 
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Kbroffee
Artisan Sourdough fresh Breads  

delivered to your door  
Breads change on a weekly basis,  

just contact me for the bake list at   
hellokbroffee@gmail.com  
or phone 07894 498364  

or see my website  
www.kbroffee.co.uk 

#kbroffee  
Micro bakery in West Wickham 

 using organic flour

Charter House
Burrough Green

Newmarket
Suffolk  CB8 9NG

JAGGARD & SON
FIREWOOD

quality logs cut and split to requirement
COAL

solid fuel to suit all fires 
MULCH

graded woodchip for gardens etc 

01638 507330 07766 566226   
rdjaggardandson@btinternet.com

West Wratting Parish Council 
NOTICE OF VACANCY FOR 

COUNCILLORS 
1. There are two vacancies on the above Parish 

Council caused by the resignations of  
Councillor Keith Roberts and  
Councillor Matthew Williams-Gray. 

2. A by-election will be held to fill the vacancy if, 
within 14 Statutory Days (does not include 
Saturday/Sunday or Bank Holidays) from the 
date below, 10 (ten) electors for the West 
Wratting Parish give notice in writing to the 
Returning Officer claiming such an election. 

3. The address of the Returning Officer is: 
South Cambridgeshire District Council 
Cambourne Business Park 
Cambourne  CB3 6EA 

4. If no such notice is given, the West Wratting 
Parish Council will fill the vacancies by co-
option.  Anyone who would like to put their 
name forward to be considered for co-option 
please email, write to or phone the Parish Clerk.  
The closing date is in 35 days (31st March 2024).  
If there are no applications the vacancy will be 
advertised again for a further 35 days. 

Dated:   16th Feb 2024 
Parish Clerk:  Jennifer Richards 

  West Lodge, 
  88 High Street, Balsham, 

   CB21 4EP  
Tel:    01223 665260  
email:   j.richard597@btinternet.com 
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Weston Colville Playground Consultation 
200 surveys were sent out to receive opinion on the 
usage, views and requirements of this area of the 
recreation field.  63 surveys were received back.   
50% of respondents used this area once a month or 
more frequently.  Having been donated to the village 
in 1885, the recreation field and playground was 
viewed by 99% as important/very important to the 
local community.  73% thought the playground was 
presently in a poor/fair condition, with 16% stating it 
was good.  The majority of respondents visit the 
recreation field solely to play on the equipment, but 
33% use the area for football, walking and learning 
about wildlife.  
We asked what people would like to see and the 
overwhelming responses were: defined play areas for 
younger and older children; appropriate equipment for 
both ages plus additional items such as roundabouts, 
zipwires, trampoline, spinning play items, football 
goals, basketball hoops; something specific to our 
village; a maze; plus more seating and picnic tables.  
Pedestrian, wheelchair and pushchair access to the 
playground is at present restricted due to the gate and 
47% asked for this to be amended.  63% responded 
that if the area was to be improved they were more 
likely to use this part of the village.  

A range of other comments were offered and fall into 
one or more of the following categories: 
1.  Problems with the present playground equipment, 
surface and its maintenance  
2.  Equipment not suitable for small children 
3.  Area too small, in particular extending area for 
younger children 
4.  Separate areas/equipment for different ages 
5.  Problems with vehicle access, and specific access 
problems for wheelchairs and pushchairs 
6.  Specific requests for additional equipment 
7.  Why the playground is not currently used by 
villagers. 
Support for the project – five quotes and plans have 
been acquired and with the results of the consultation 
and a comparison study of seven other villages’ play 
areas, the working party have agreed a plan and 
funding applications have been submitted.  We cannot 
guarantee that all wishes will be granted but if 
funding is successful, it is proposed the installation of 
equipment would occur within the summer/autumn 
months. 
We would like to thank everyone who took time to 
complete and return the surveys. 
Daniel Jackson (for the Playground Working Party) 
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www.westwratting.org.uk
for information on:

What’s On Directory Parish Council 
Parish History Local Sports Village Hall Events 
Church News Parish Matters Village Calendar

Please send us your contributions, events, 
notices, photos and comments.

paulnicholson418@gmail.com

The Chestnut Tree 
West Wratting 

CAMRA Rural Pub of the Year 2023 
Handsome Victorian Free House combining the relaxed 

charm of a village local with a traditional menu of 
hearty home cooked food. 

Constantly changing selection of 4 real ales, plus  
a real cider, to enjoy in our fully refurbished bars  

or in our beautiful garden. 
You won’t find any gimmicks here,  

just a great village pub! 
01223 290384 

www.chestnuttreepub.co.uk

MOPS HAIR SALON

HAIR BY JO DENNY
WOMEN | MEN | CHILDREN

CUTTING & COLOURING

41 LINTON HIGH STREET  |  T: 01223 893 285
(BEHIND BOSWELL’S BAKERY)

http://www.chestnuttreepub.co.uk
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Heroes of the Village 
In January, my husband fell in the fields  while 
walking the dog.  Charlotte, who was working in The 
Chestnut Tree pub, volunteered to help me find him, 
and her mother Lisa also joined in the search.  This 
was dark and cold, and the fields were muddy.  We 
were about to call the police when Charlotte saw a 
light from his phone.  When we found him he had 
been lying there for over three hours, unable to get up.  
The dog lay by his side for the whole time.  
Charlotte and Lisa supported him back to the house.  
A life saved.  The family cannot thank them enough. 
Thank you again. 

Mira Nichols 

Power Cuts 
Is any one else getting very tired of power 
interruptions in CB21 5NS and 5NT?  Sometimes the 
interruption maybe as little as a few seconds and the 
substation flashes over, but often after a few flickers 
that’s followed by a power cut of up to five hours.  A 
few seconds may not seem a lot, but I’m guessing that 
I’m not the only one who is tired of resetting time 
clocks on electrical appliances and rebooting a  

plethora of electronic devices including computers, 
backup devices, medical devices, music streamers  
and more.  I even have two radios that turn back on at 
full volume when the power is restored! 
I’ve lived in Weston Green for well over forty years 
and as far as I can see the  situation is getting worse 
not better.  Isn’t it time that the parish council and 
maybe also South Cambs District Council, put some 
pressure on UK Power Networks to improve the 
reliability of the electricity supply?   
It is also worth noting that over the last year I’ve 
recorded the mains voltage as high as 253 volts.  That 
sounds like you’re winning something extra, but in 
reality that is a level way above the 240 volt 
maximum and is potentially damaging to every light 
bulb and appliance in your house, as well as being 
damaging to Solar PV systems. 
I invested in an ‘optimiser’ which has now pulled the 
maximum mains voltage down to 229 volts, but the 
‘over voltage mains’ had already damaged the solar 
inverter (a key component of a solar PV system) 
which had to be replaced. 
You can contact UK Power Networks via 
ukpowernetworks.co.uk or 0800 0294285.   
If you have expensive hi-fi I also recommend that you 
leave it off and isolated from the mains when not 
using it, because short interruptions and surges when 
power is restored can also be very damaging to 
sensitive high end hi-fi.  Battery UPS (uninterruptible 
power supply) and anti-surge systems can help, but 
they can also degrade the sound and the UPS Systems 
themselves can be damaged by an over-voltage mains 
supply. 

Mike Earl  (mike@earlassociates.co.uk) 
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COUNTRY GARDENS & 
LANDSCAPES 

FULLY QUALIFIED AND INSURED 

REFERENCES AVAILABLE 

AS FEATURED IN GARDENERS WORLD MAGAZINE

HARD AND SOFT LANDSCAPING, PATIOS, 
BLOCK PAVING, DRIVEWAYS, FENCING, TREE 
SURGERY, HEDGE CUTTING, TURFING, 
GARDEN MAINTENANCE, PLANTING 
MOB:  07795 364135 
TEL:  01440 761028 
ALEX.COLMAN@BTINTERNET.COM 

FANTASTIC 
SPACIOUS 
SETTING 

OPENING TIMES 
8:45 TO 3:15 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
TERM TIMES 

BURROUGH GREEN 
PLAYGROUP 

PLEASE ENQUIRE FOR SPACES 
Email – burroughgreenplaygroup@gmail.com 
Web – burroughgreenplaygroup.weebly.com 

01638 506003 
 

15 & 30 HOURS 
FUNDING 
AVAILABLE FOR 
2 – 5   YEAR 
OLDS 
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Parish Matters 
I can hardly believe it, Christmas 
seems to have come and gone, Lent is 
now upon us, and Easter is fast 
approaching.  I was shocked to see 
easter eggs/gifts in the supermarkets at the beginning 
of January. Commercialism at its finest; it persuades 
everyone that the only way to celebrate something is 
by spending vast amounts of money.  
As Christians, what we celebrate at Easter is far 
beyond monetary value and our celebrations take on a 
variety of emotions as we travel through Lent towards 
the glorious day of Easter Sunday.  However hard we 
try to understand the Easter story it will almost always 
be beyond our comprehension – Jesus, God the Son, 
should sacrifice Himself to such a cruel death on the 
cross of Calvary so that we can be forgiven into the 
presence of God.  
I am a great believer of hope; if you have heard me 
preach you know that I refer to the infamous yet 
wonderful actress Miriam Margoloyes.  She once said 
“hope is the chink in the curtain which lets the light 
shine through”.  As we journey through Lent and Holy 
Week with hindsight, we know that by the end of the 
week the resurrection will come, and Jesus will raise 
from the dead.  Jesus’ disciples, however, didn’t have 
that insight into the future; at the cross of crucifixion 
their world fell apart.  Having something to hope for 
is so important if we are to keep going and stay 
positive, when everything around us is tough, 
demanding, painful, sad, and unwelcome.  Jesus 
saying to His Father, not my will, but Yours be done, 
surely was the hope of resurrection, hope of reunion 
with His Father and appearing to His disciples again 
that gave Him strength and resolve to see through the 
costly and sacrificial plan for the salvation of the 
world.  

The first Christians had a scary Easter, but it helped 
them become fearless about the future and to look to 
the future with hope.  I pray that each and every one 
of us looks to the future with hope and that on Easter 
Day we have the hope to shout we are an Easter 
people and Alleluia is our Song!  
I wish you all a hopeful Lent and a very Happy Easter. 
In Christ,  

Revd B A Brady 

London Marathon for Little Havens Hospice 
I am raising sponsorship funds 
for my London Marathon April 
2024 challenge.  My chosen 
charity is Little Havens Hospice 
who support terminally ill 
children in Essex.  My target is 
£1,750; thank you so much for 
your generous donations to date. 
I would like to offer the 
following services in return for donations:  
★I can do odd jobs like gardening, dog 

walking, hoovering/cleaning, window cleaning;  
★I am a qualified insured Chartered Accountant, and 

am willing to undertake accounting and 
bookkeeping work, tax preparation, admin;  
★also any other work such as painting and DIY, car 

washing etc. 
I am available most Saturday afternoons for two hours 
between 2 and 4 pm but please feel free to contact me, 
as I may be able to be more flexible. 
My Just Giving page: https://rb.gy/q80ru 

Barley Woodcock, Spring Terrace, Weston Colville 
 (barleyw@hotmail.com, 07901 665490) 
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The Street · Great Thurlow · Suffolk CB9 7LA 
Tel: 01440 783248   www.thurlowgarage.co.uk

MOT & CAR CARE CENTRE
GARAGE

Digital recording of Service History

For a friendly and reliable 
personal service call now.

HOME ANIMAL CARE 
Let me take care of your pets,  
while you are out at work or away 
on holiday.  I am a very responsible 
and reliable registered Pet Sitter, with many years’ 
experience.  I am fully insured and would like to 
have the opportunity to care for your pets. 

Phone: Catherine  01223 291411 / 07778 921334 
www.homeanimalcare.co.uk 
info@homeanimalcare.co.uk 
catherineneale9@icloud.com 
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Peter & Ruth Lloyd Trust 
FINAL CALL – applications for pupils starting 
university this September: the application form and 
supporting documents must be received by 2nd April. 
Normally one scholarship is awarded each year to the 
amount of £1,000.  
Broadly speaking the degree course should be from 
one of the following:- Architecture, Engineering, 
Geography, History, Law, Mathematics, Sciences, 
Education, Medicine, Nursing, or Veterinary 
Medicine.  
The applicant should be living in one of the parishes 
bordering the old RAF Wratting Common airfield – 
Great & Little Thurlow, West Wickham, Carlton cum 
Willingham, West Wratting, Weston Colville or 
Withersfield.  The award is intended to be of 
assistance in the purchase of books, materials, 
equipment etc.  The final decision and award will be 
made immediately after 'A' Level results and 
university offer are confirmed. 
For further information about the trust and award 
please contact Jonathan Drury (01223 290087). 
For an application form please apply via email to:     
peter.ruthlloydtrust@sky.com   

Jonathan Drury 
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TIM PHILLIPS & Co.
Accountants

Independent, specialist service for:

Small Business • Self Assessment
Personal Taxation

Free initial consultation – no obligation
EASY, FREE PARKING

Copley Hill Business Park, Cambridge Rd., Babraham

Off A1307 between Wandlebury and Babraham

Tel: 01223 830044. www.tpaccounts.co.uk

R BRISTLEY
9 COLLINGS PLACE, NEWMARKET

• All Chimneys Swept
• Solid Fuel, Oil & Gas
• Cowls, Nets & Pots Fitted
• Stoves Repaired & Inspected
• Carpets Cleaned
• Competitive Prices
• Very Clean
• Family Business
• Public Liability Insurance
☎ Newmarket (01638) 662439  

Est 1974

BRUSH ELECTRIC SWEEP
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 FIELD COMPOST LTD 
We’ll help your garden grow 

Peat Free Compost 

Soil Improver 

Soil 

Bark 
Woodchip 

Lawn Dressing &  
Grass Seed 

Mulch 

Sharp Sand &  

Horticultural Grit 

www.fieldcompost.co.uk 
sales@fieldcompost.co.uk 

01440 966966 

All cash donations are going towards the purchase
of generators. 

Goods needed include:

Everyday food items including 
 pasta, rice and gluten free items
Toiletries and warm clothing
Cleaning materials
Cooking utensils, torches, batteries 
 and crockery

Saffron Walden

Donate £5 here

https://www.uk-aid.org/how-you-can-help/

Severe winter in Ukraine - 
3.5 million refugees in crisis

�ŽůůĞĐƚŝŽŶ�ŽŶ
�^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇ�ϮŶĚ�DĂƌĐŚ�ϮϬϮϰ

�ϵĂŵ�Ͳ�ϭϮ͘ϯϬƉŵ�
'ƌĞĂƚ��ďŝŶŐƚŽŶ�^ĐŚŽŽů��

https://rotary-sw.org/

But you can help!
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Balsham Singers 
Balsham Singers’ next concert will be on May 18th, 
this time in the evening at 7.30 pm in Balsham 
Church.  We hope to welcome a large audience as we 
did at Christmas.  
We produce an attractive programme and welcome 
new advertisers.  Our audience is drawn from a wide 
local radius and your business may reach new clients. 
If you would like more information please contact me 
for details.  

Jo Stinton  (jonotnits@gmail.com) 

Balsham Picture House 
Doors open at 7 pm and film at 7.30; Dave’s bar open 
as usual before the film for refreshments. 

Dick Paden 
Allotments Available 
Have you ever considered having an allotment?  This 
year there are a number of allotments available in 
Balsham, so this is your opportunity to get out there 
and grow your own fruit and vegetables. 
If you feel that you can’t manage a full plot, no 
problem, because you can try a half plot.   
Tenants who live outside Balsham pay £15.00 for a 
half plot and £30.00 for a full plot.  A £50 deposit is 
returnable if the allotment is left in good order when it 
is relinquished.  The charge for water, where 
available, is £10 per annum. 
So, if you want to improve your diet, your fitness and 
your wellbeing, now is the time to apply by sending 
your name, address, phone number and email to 
balshamallotments@balsham.net indicating what size 
plot you would be interested in. 

Jennie Tipler 
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Topping Rolling Harrowing Weed spraying Fertilising

Please contact Bradley Goss for a free consultation/quotation

Tel: 07777 676766 E: bradley.goss@hotmail.com
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Weston Colville Reading Room – ‘Pub’ Quiz 
We’re holding our next quiz on Wednesday 24th April 
at 8 pm, and once again September’s winning team 
will be defending the trophy – could you take it off 
them?  Come as a fully-formed team, or make one 
when you arrive.  Up to five per team, entry £2 per 
person.  Bar includes wine, cider and draft ale.  All 
welcome.  Enquiries: 
jacquelinetheteacher@hotmail.com, 291475. 

Jacqueline Douglas 

9

West Wratting Village Hall 
Licensed for entertainment and sale of alcohol  

Ideal for: 
●   weddings, family functions, children’s parties, meetings,  

fundraising events & performances 
●   spacious stage, modern kitchen & separate bar area 
●   disabled facilities             ●   excellent sound system 

●   furniture, crockery, etc also available for hire 

01223 290270 
wwvhbookings@gmail.com 

www.westwratting.org.uk/village-hall/ 

GARDEN MAINTENANCE 
We offer a professional and reliable service 
from lawn mowing to new planting projects.  

Other services include tree surgery and 
hedge cutting. 

Please telephone Zara or Francis at 

Napier Garden Planning 
Tel : 07946 382614 

Westley Waterless, Newmarket 
e-mail: napierfz@aol.com  

• Carpets, Vinyl and more 
• Experienced, professional and friendly service 
• Free no-obligation quotation 
• Domestic and commercial – a wide range of products to suit all 

budgets 
• Samples brought to you in the comfort of your own home/workplace 
• Measuring and fittings arranged for a time that suits you 
• Unbeatable prices 

Reed Flooring

07909 110772    01279 815185 
reedflooring@gmail.com      www.reedflooring.co.uk

Measure . Supply . Fit

Call or email for your 
free quote

Your local and friendly 
team of tradesmen 

specialising in:

07450 915 467
mread

@pathfindercontracting.co.uk

• Kitchens    
• Bathrooms   
• Extensions
• Doors, Skirting & Joinery   
• Flooring
• Bespoke Hardwood Tables
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Buttercups Community Pre-School 
The children took part in the National RSPB 
Birdwatch week which saw them covering locally 
collected pinecones with a variety of seeds which they 
took away for the birds at their homes to enjoy.  
The children had fun when we celebrated Chinese 
New Year, the Year of the Dragon.  There was much 
roaring as the children fully embraced the multiple 
guises of the creatures, from fierce and fiery to 
delicate and peaceful!  
The children also enjoyed Pancake Day – we had lots 
of fun ideas for toppings but unsurprisingly it seems 
chocolate spread was one of the most popular! 

Charlotte Vallins 

The Meadow Primary School, Balsham 
We are overjoyed to celebrate the remarkable 
achievement of our young performers who recently 
took the stage at the O2 Arena for Young Voices! 
Seeing our children come together, singing their 
hearts out and embracing the joy of music, was a 
special thing to be a part of.  Congratulations to our 
young voices for shining brightly on such a 
prestigious platform. 
Our dedicated Early Years team embarked on a 
transformative training experience this term featuring 
esteemed guest speakers, Greg Bottrill and Anna 
Arnold.  Their insights and expertise added a rich 
layer to our collective understanding of fostering 
creativity in early education.  Armed with innovative 
approaches and a renewed passion for empowering 
young minds, our educators are now implementing 
fresh ideas and strategies into the ongoing project.  
This collaborative effort promises to shape an exciting 
and creative landscape for our Early Years students, 
laying the foundation for a future generation of 
imaginative thinkers and collaborative problem 
solvers. 
This term, we welcomed parents to join their children 
in a collaborative exploration of creativity.  This Van 
Gogh-inspired Art Café not only celebrated artistic 
expression but also served as a platform for 
communication, fostering a supportive environment 
where families engaged in open conversations about 
art, creativity, and the 
significance of expression.  
The walls of our school are 
now adorned with sunflowers, 
swirling stars, and bedroom-
inspired artwork as a testament 
to the collaborative efforts of 
parents and children.  

Faye Facer, Assistant Headteacher 
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Eastern Counties Oil Services
✓ Oil boiler servicing
✓ Boiler repair and installation
✓ Central heating and plumbing
✓ Central heating system flushing
✓ Air source heat pumps
✓ OFTEC registered, all work guaranteed

Weston Colville: 01223 291374 or 07827 810344
info@easterncountiesoilservices.co.uk

mailto:info@easterncountiesoilservices.co.uk
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Marsh Mail 
This term we have seen some noteworthy successes 
that reflect one of our very important whole-school 
values, that of having an inclusive cultural 
environment.   
A team from LVC took part in the the Panathlon 
Xtend multi-skills event run by the Panathlon 
Foundation, at Comberton Village College, and came 
first out of all the schools from South 
Cambridgeshire.  They will now represent South 
Cambridgeshire in the county finals in March.  We 
wish our team well. 

Panathlon Xtend is a programme for children with 
disabilities and special needs in Key Stage 3. 
Research shows that disabled children’s participation 
in sport drops off in the Key Stage 3 age groups (11 to 
14 year-olds).  Panahalon started Xtend programme in 
January 2019 to make sure they helped keep pupils 
active and engaged after they leave primary 
education.  

Another LVC success has been with our Dog Mentor, 
Ralph.  The Dog Mentor Programme, devised by 
Jenny Duckworth, has built upon the ‘benefits of the 
human-animal bond by providing children positive 
experiences with dogs that can help them 
educationally, developmentally, emotionally and 
socially’.  

Our very special Dog Mentor Ralph won the ‘You had 
me at hello’ award this month.  Ralph trained to be a 
Dog Mentor in the Summer of 2022 and lives with our 
Assistant SENCO (special educational needs 
coordinator) Katie Tooke.  Along with Katie, Ralph 
also has five other Learning Support Assistant Dog 
Mentor Handlers.  Ralph spends his Thursdays 
bringing positive experiences to pupils and staff alike 
at LVC.  When asked what is so special about Ralph, 
Katie said “it’s the smile he puts onto pupils’ faces, 
it’s absolutely priceless!” 
For more information on the Panathalon Foundation 
visit Panathalon.com and for more information on the 
Dog Mentor Programme visit thedogmentor.co.uk. 

Laura Heard 
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PEST CONTROL SERVICES  
AGRICULTURAL AND DOMESTIC 

CLUSTER FLIES, LOFT AREA,  
RABBITS, RATS, 

MICE, WASPS & INSECTS 

CONTACT R DANIELS 

01223 290570 / 07773 682676 
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Balsham Gardening Club 
Balsham Gardening Club met on 7th February to hear 
Nigel Start on ‘Coping with Climate 
Change, a survival guide for East 
Anglia’.  He started by describing the 
challenge of greater weather extremes, 
especially hotter summers, longer dry 
spells, fierce winds, and sudden winter cold.  He went 
on to share his experience of gardening locally, giving 
us lots of great ideas for our own gardens and 
allotments.  
Nigel explained how we can adapt our gardening to 
keep moisture in the soil and new pests at bay.  
Depending on individual gardens, his 
recommendations include increasing soil organic 
matter, cover crops, polytunnels, deep mulches, and 
storing more rainwater.  Just as importantly, we can 
change the plants we grow, moving away from fine 
lawns, summer bedding and tender plants, to bulbs, 
hardy shrubs, biennials and perennials.  While it’s a 
challenge choosing better-adapted plants, Nigel was 
very encouraging, with pictures of beautiful flowering 
plants and tasty fruit and vegetables that he’s growing 
successfully. 
Before we finished the meeting with refreshments and 
conversation, the club elected David Arnold as chair 
and re-elected other committee members until the 
summer.  
On Wednesday 14th February, the club visited Fullers 
Mill at West Stow to see the snowdrops.  The garden 
has a huge number of varieties and the display was 
wonderful. 
The club meets again on Wednesday 6th March at  
7.30 pm in the Pavilion, when we’ll be making bird 
boxes and bug hotels.  Guests are very welcome. 

Andy Mitchell 

West Wickham and District Gardening Club 
As a growing club we thrive on the ideas our new 
members bring.  Last year’s Gardening for Climate 
Change event (also involving other gardening clubs) 
led to a wealth of knowledge being shared on organic 
gardening techniques and plants that can weather the 
changing environment.  We have now introduced a 
swap table at all our meetings to share spare seeds, 
plants and plant pots.  
Topics at our monthly talks range from how to grow 
and care for a particular plant species (such as 
orchids, irises and roses), to companion planting and 
garden history.  We encourage members to share their 
ideas for new topics to feature so that there is 
something interesting for everyone.  
Here are some diary dates at West Wickham Village 
Hall, if you would like to find out more about us . . . 
• Monday 18th March, 7.30 pm – 

‘Twelve Tremendous Trees!’ 
• Monday 15th April, 7.30 pm –   

‘Asian Woodland Plants’ 
• Saturday 18th May, 10.30 am to midday –  

Plant Sale. 
Meetings are held at West Wickham village hall at 
7.30 pm on the third Monday of every month.  Annual 
subscriptions for 2023/24: £8 per person, or £2 for 
non-members per visit.  Tea and coffee provided.  
For more information about the club and membership 
go to westwickham.org/community/clubs/west-
wickham-district-gardening-club, email us on 
wwdgc@westwickham.org or call Sue Boase 
(Chairperson) on 07716 401646.  We would be 
delighted to hear from you.   

Sally Collins 
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R BRISTLEY
9 COLLINGS PLACE, NEWMARKET

• Drains Unblocked Fast• Toilets, Baths & Sinks• Guttering & Downpipes• Drain Repairs & CCTV Surveys• High Pressure Water Jetting• Domestic & Industrial• All Work Guaranteed 
☎ Newmarket (01638) 662439  

Est. 1974

SANICLEAN
DRAIN & PLUMBING SERVICES

As a long established Haverhill firm we are the natural choice 
for all your accountancy and tax requirements 

Contact Jon Griffey, Philip Hackett or Simon Iron or just call in 
to our offices on the Market Square, 2 Mill Road, Haverhill 

 01440 762024 
www.hackettgriffey.com 

http://www.hackettgriffey.com
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Balsham WI 
At our February meeting our speaker 
was Jan Cassidy, with a talk about 
‘Women in Prison’ and how it affects their families 
and their mental health.  Women make up 4% of the 
total prison population in England and Wales, which 
means that there are few prisons in the country and 
therefore they will be a long way from home for 
visits.  Women are more likely to be imprisoned for 
minor crimes and therefore have a relatively short 
sentence, but this causes major disruption to children 
who must be taken into care.  Maybe longer sentences 
with better support, or community sentences, would 
bring about better outcomes with less re-offending.  It 
is estimated that 67% of the total prison population 
suffers from mental health problems. 
At our next meeting on 12th March, we will be having 
a session on ‘Mindfulness’ with Mel Cunningham.  
This will be a session on reducing stress, followed by 
our brief annual meeting. 
We are a friendly bunch, and new members are 
always welcome.  Our meetings are held on the 
second Tuesday of each month at 7.30 pm in the 
Pavilion, Balsham.  

Debbie Mower  (balshamwi@gmail.com) 

Linton & District Historical Society 
Our next meeting is on Tuesday 19th March when Neil 
Dickerson will tell us about ‘Arsenic’s Toxic Legacy 
– People, Places & Peppermints’ – how its 
compounds appeared to offer marvellous solutions so 
long as a blind-eye was turned to the problems of its 
dreadful toxicity – history, horror and humour! 
The meeting starts at 7.30 pm in Linton Village Hall, 
Coles Lane.  Refreshments and Raffle.  All welcome; 
visitors £5. 
For further details of the LDHS please email 
ldhscambs@gmail.com or call 01223 893915 or 678835. 

Margaret Creek 

The Ellesmere Centre, Stetchworth 
Seniors Table Tennis:  Thursdays 7.30 pm -9.30 pm, 
Fridays 1 - 3 pm. 
Walking for Health:  every Thursday (weather 
permitting).  Meet at the Ellesmere Centre at 2 pm; 
back for a hot drink and a biscuit afterwards.  Please 
contact the office for more details. 

The Ellesmere Centre, www.ellesmerecentre.org.uk 
(01638 508212, office@ellesmerecentre.org.uk) 
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New Foot Health Clinic  
now open in Withersfield 

Caroline Pinkham-Smith 
MCFHP      MAFHP 

Nail trimming, Corns, Callus, Cracked heels, 
Fungal & Thickened nails,  

Ingrowing toenails, Athlete’s foot, Verrucas 

01440 421798 
www.rosehillfoothealth.co.uk

[cocoon] 
wellbeing + beauty 

Waxing  
OPI manicures + pedicures 
Comfort Zone Facials  
Massage + aromatherapy  
Gifts + vouchers  
inner lather Soaps 

07527 879135 
High Street, West Wickham Black bins:   Wednesday 6th & 20th March, 

      Wednesday 3rd & 17th April 
Blue & green bins:    Wednesday 13th & 27th March, 
       Wednesday 10th & 24th April

Mobile Post Office:  Thursdays, Reading Room car park,  
      Weston Colville,  12.30 - 1.30 pm 
Mobile library:  fourth Thursday:  28th Mar, 25th April 
 High Street, West Wratting          11.10 - 11.50 am 
 Reading Room, Weston Green     12.00 - 12.35 am 
 Mill Hill, Weston Colville          12.40 - 1.05 pm
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MARCH 2024 
Fri 1  World Day of Prayer Service, Newmarket 
Sat 2  West Wratting Café Soup 
   Collection for Ukraine, Great Abington 
   Balsham Picture House, ‘Maestro’ 
Wed 6  Balsham Gardening Club 
Tues 12 Balsham WI 
Wed 13 West Wratting Book Club 
Fri 15  Tea & Cakes, Weston Colville Reading Room  
Sun 17 Weston Colville Spring Lunch, Reading Room 
Mon 18 West Wickham & Dist Gardening Club 
Tues 19 Linton & District Historical Society 
   Tennis Club AGM 
Thur 21 Lunch, The Chestnut Tree 
Sat 23  Easter Workshop, St Mary’s, Weston Colville 
Sun 24 Buttercups’ Easter Egg Hunt, Balsham 
Sat 30  St Andrew’s Churchyard Clear-up 
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Revd Iain McColl  
 01223 890693,  mccoll.iain@gmail.com 
Rev Ben Brady 
 01223 344920,  revdbenbrady@btinternet.com  
Mr Steven Wheeler, Licensed Lay Minister 
 01223 290396,  steven@juicyfruitsuk.com 
Hannah Threlfall, Community Minister 
 07867 515914,  hthrelfall82@gmail.com 

Churchwardens:   
St Mary’s –  Ian Ashbridge (01223 291344) 
  Bob Coates (07785 361345) 
St Andrew’s – Sebastian Bain (07736 198101) 
Church Administrator:  Caroline (Cazzy) Walshe,  
 7churches.seven@gmail.com,  01223 891443 
Weston Colville Parish Clerk:  Jess Ashbridge, 
   clerk@westoncolville.org.uk,  07779 277647 
West Wratting Parish Clerk:  Jenny Richards,  
   j.richards597@btinternet.com,  01223 665260  
Community Warden:  Lucy Cameron, 
 Lucy.Cameron@AgeUKCAP.org.uk,  07436 102865

Editor: Anne Bragg (editor@challengemag.co.uk) 
Thank you for all your articles, news, etc.  If these are sent by 
email, they are always acknowledged; if you don’t get a reply, 

your items haven’t been received, so please resend.  Some 
contributions may have to be edited, to fit the space available, 

and are published at the discretion of the editor. 
Copy date for April issue:  

Wednesday 20th March

DIARY 

MAR 9.30 am 11.00 am 4.00 / 6.00 pm
3rd United Service with Holy Communion –

Balsham, Revd Iain McColl/Revd Ben Brady
10th Holy Communion –  

Weston Colville, Revd Iain McColl/
Alistair Collen 
Holy Communion –  
West Wickham, Revd Kathy Bishop

Morning Worship – Balsham, 
Hannah Threlfall 
Holy Communion – Hildersham,  
Revd Iain McColl/Alistair Collen 
Morning Worship – Great Abington,  
Revd Ben Brady

Evening Prayer (6.00 pm) – 
West Wratting, Revd Ben Brady

17th Holy Communion – West Wratting, 
Revd Iain McColl 
Morning Worship – Weston Colville, 
Revd Ben Brady 
Morning Worship - West Wickham, 
Alistair Collen

Holy Communion – Balsham,  
Revd Iain McColl 
Holy Communion –Little Abington,  
Revd Ben Brady

Evening Prayer (6.00 pm) – 
Hildersham, Alistair Collen

24th Morning Worship – Weston Colville, 
Steven Wheeler  
Holy Communion – West Wickham, 
Revd Iain McColl  
Creative Church (10.00 am) –
Abington Institute, Hannah Threlfall/
Rosemary Mead

Holy Communion – Balsham, Revd Ben Brady 
Café Church – Hildersham, Revd Iain McColl  

Easter Celebration (4.00 pm) – 
West Wratting, Scilla and John 
Harvey 
Evening Prayer (4.00 pm) – 
Little Abington, Steven Wheeler

31st Holy	Communion	–	Weston	
Colville,	Revd	Iain	McColl		
Holy	Communion	–	West	Wratting,	
Revd	Ben	Brady	
Holy	Communion	-	West	Wickham,	
Revd	Kathy	Bishop

Holy	Communion	–	Great	Abington,		
Revd	Ben	Brady	
Holy	Communion	–	Balsham,		
Revd	Kathy	Bishop		
Holy	Communion	–	Hildersham,		
Revd	Iain	McColl

Services for the week before Easter (Sunday 31st):  
Monday 25th: Evening Prayer (7.30 pm) – West Wickham, 
Revd Iain McColl 
Tuesday 26th: Evening Prayer (7.30 pm) – West Wratting, 
Revd Ben	Brady	
Wednesday	27th:	Evening Prayer (7.30 pm) –		
Weston	Colville,	Steven	Wheeler	
Thursday	28th:	Holy	Communion	(7.30 pm) –		
Great	Abington,	Revd	Iain	McColl	
Friday	29th	(Good	Friday):	
Devotional	service	(9.30am)	–	Hildersham,	Alistair	Collen	
Stations	of	the	Cross	(11.30	am)	–	Balsham,		
Revd	Kathy	Bishop	
Last	Hour	(2.00	pm)	–	West	Wratting,	Steven	Wheeler	
Last	Hour	(2.00	pm)	–	Little	Abington,	Revd	Ben	Brady	

See page 13 for dates for bins, library,  
and post office.
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