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Candlemas — Bring Light into the World!

Festival of Light and Dedication in St Mary’s
Friday 2nd February from 4 pm

Whatever your faith or none,
join us for this symbolic event
when we bring light into the
world at Candlemas and
prepare yourself for the year
ahead. St Mary’s will be open
from 4 pm for you to light a
candle and take it home. There
will be a very short (20 minute)
dedication with candles at

7 pm, followed by a glass of
wine or soft drinks. All ages are welcome.

In the dark times of winter and in these difficult
political, economic and environmental circumstances,
we all need a bit of light in the darkness!

Candlemas was the time that the child Jesus was
presented in the Temple and the old man Simeon (who
had waited all his life for the Messiah) burst out
saying famously,; “A light to lighten the Gentiles”.
Jane Pryor

Weston Colville Tea & Cakes
Thank you to everyone who came to our
Christmas Tea & Cakes in aid of the local
branch of Emmaus. With all your support
we raised £120 and received this reply:

Gi

“Thank you for your £120 donation. Your
generous gift means that more homeless people
will have a home and meaningful work at
Emmaus Cambridge. Many thanks. Emmaus”

Our next Tea & Cakes will be on Friday 16t February.
We look forward to seeing you there.
Val and the Team

West Wratting Café

The next café will be on Saturday 3rd February in the
village hall from 10.30 to noon. Along with our usual
delicious homemade '
cakes, fresh coffee
and tea we are
celebrating 'The Year
of the Dragon' for
Chinese New Year,
with fun craft
activities for the
children including Dragon Mask making.

Everyone welcome — do join us!
Sherry and Jan

Soup Lunches in the Reading Room

We will run an IT clinic on 21st February alongside
the soup lunch. Please bring your device along and
ask questions of Simon and David. If they can’t solve
your problem immediately you will be pointed
towards a solution, but so far the team remains
undefeated!

Bob Coates (07785 361345, cheviotbob@me.com)

Weston Colville Village Consultation

This is a last request for villagers to complete the
short survey sent in January’s edition of Challenge.

Even if you do not visit the playground and don’t
have children in your family/friends, your opinion is
important, and vital when applying for grants and
funding. If you have misplaced the survey do not be
concerned: contact Jess Ashbridge, who is happy to
email you a copy or receive results via the phone.
You can contact Jess on clerk@westoncolville.org.uk or
07779 277647.

Daniel Jackson (on behalf of the working group)
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Available to hire for
parties, fitness and meetings.

Fully equipped kitchen.
Licence for alcohol.

www.thereadingroom.org.uk

PLUMBLINE & SON

PLUMBING AND HEATING ENGINEERS
PROFESSIONAL DOMESTIC PLUMBING SERVICE
OIL BOILER SERVICING & REPAIRS

Call John & Zach

01223 893903

Supcik @talktalk.net

Fully Qualified and Insured

City & Guilds / OFTEC Registered
Friendly and Reliable Service

CityZe
Guilds

Paths and Bird Scarers

As all walkers will have noticed, most of the footpaths
have been churned into mud. The cross-field paths
have hardly been touched — running a quad bike over
them would have exacerbated the problem. Ollie
Wright has promised to attend to these paths as soon
as it is possible to do so.

Needless to say, ploughing and drilling has fallen
behind, but as soon as it is drier this will be tackled
with some urgency, so please be patient if some of the
cross-field paths are not done immediately — they will
be done.

PLAYGROUP
PLEASE ENQUIRE FOR SPA |

Email - burrou nplaygroup@gmail.com
Web - buri enplaygroup.weebly.com

As spring approaches we will begin to hear

bird scarers. All the farm managers have assured me
that they will operate them strictly within the NFU
guidelines (basically within daylight hours).

If anyone has problems with the bird scarers or
footpaths, please give me a call.
Cobby McCall (290046)

Poppy Thanks

Thanks are due to everyone who once again, so
willingly and efficiently, helped me organise the four
villages’ Poppy Appeal collections at
Remembrancetide 2023. Special thanks for all the
individual donations via the collecting tins, gift aid
envelopes and QR code at The Chestnut Tree, The
Bell Inn, The Black Bull Inn, Coffee Shop, Post
Office and Holy Trinity Church.

To date the total amount raised for the Royal British
Legion Poppy Appeal is £1,227.64 which includes
donations from PCs and PCCs, the Hub and Coffee
Morning at West Wickham, the Meadow School and

Jo’s Cleaning Services

Call me on

07900 601835

Email me at
joannel0664@gmail.com

|1=3 6031% HouRs ' 38 506003 | ’;’" 3 West Wratting Sports Pavilion.

AVAILABLE FOR Ol

2-5 YEAR A"‘mm — Margaret Johnson

oLbs e anmie (Voluntary Poppy Appeal Organiser ECF03)
Established |

Jo Taylor s | | Linton Complementary

Health Centre

2B Bartlow Road, Linton, CB21 4LY

« Acupuncture
« Shiatsu

+ Massage
Telephone: 01223 891145

Email: enquiries@lintonhealth.co.uk
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Charter House
Burrough Green
Newmarket
Suffolk CB8 9NG

JAGGARD & SON

FIREWOOD

quality logs cut and split to requirement

COAL

solid fuel to suit all fires

MULCH

graded woodchip for gardens etc

01638 507330 07766 566226
rdjaggardandson@btinternet.com

Kbroffee

Artisan Sourdough fresh Breads
delivered to your door

Breads change on a weekly basis,
just contact me for the bake list at
hellokbroffee@gmail.com
or phone 07894 498364

or see my website
www.kbroffee.co.uk
#tkbroffee

Micro bakery in West Wickham
using organic flour

West Wratting Book Club

Due to various circumstances, we were unable to meet
in December so discussed ‘A Tale of Two Cities’ by
Charles Dickens in January over a meal at The
Chestnut Tree.

This classic story opens with the well-known passage
beginning “It was the best of times, it was the worst of
times . ..”. Some of our number were struck by how
relevant it seems to our own times. The story is set at
the time of the French Revolution, contrasting Paris
and London, and revolves around an elderly man
imprisoned in the Bastille, his daughter, a French
émigré and the way in which their lives become
entwined. Dickens paints a vivid and heart-rending
picture of the selfish and wicked treatment of the
French peasantry by the aristocracy that explodes into
the new horrors of the Revolution. Dickens’
knowledge of this period of history is impressive
(although he himself admitted his debt to Thomas
Carlyle’s ‘The French Revolution). Despite the
darkness there are some moments of humour. His
language is as wonderful as ever, bringing to life his
characters with all their uniqueness and human
foibles. Near to the end, there is yet another famous
quote. This book can seem daunting but is very

A 2 ladies
/ that mulch

Garden Design

www.ladiesthatmulch.co.uk
info@ladiesthatmulch.co.uk
07872 026 470 / 07875 059 002

rewarding for those who stay with it, with a satisfying
ending. Scores ranged from 8.5 to 10 out of 10.

For our next book we are reading ‘Still Life’ by Sarah
Winman, to be discussed on Thursday 15t February at
The Chestnut Tree at 7.30 pm.

Linda Gorman (290653)

West Wratting Sports Pavilion
The pavilion can be hired for birthdays, weddings,
baby showers, wakes or family functions.

Please enquire via Blanche on 07979 548962 or
blanche.miller@hotmail.co.uk

Blanche Miller, WWSP Secretary

Weston Colville Spring Lunch
Save the date of 17th March for the popular Sunday
roast lunch in the Reading Room. Book up early, it’s
always a sell out!
More details in the March Challenge:. To reserve
tickets email janepryor6@gmail.com

Jane Pryor

Oil Co-operative Reminder

Ordering deadline: noon, Sunday 4t February.
Church End to the bottom of Mill Hill:

Alastair Douglas (291475 or salguoda@hotmail.co.uk)
Chapel Road, Common Road, The Green,
Horseshoe Lane:

Anne Vidler (290010 or anne.vidler@talk21.com)
West Wratting

Peter Harris (07897 444126 or sowesticom@gmail.com)
Further details in January’s issue of Challenge, or
contact your representative.
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www.westwratting.org.uk

for information on:

farish Council

W&at’ Ph - Directory
Paﬁsé?listory L ports Village Hall Events
Church News Parish Matters  Village Calendar

Please send us your contributions, events,
notices, photos and comments.

The Chestnut Tree
West Wratting

CAMRA Rural Pub of the Year 2023
Handsome Victorian Free House combining the relaxed
charm of a village local with a traditional menu of
hearty home cooked food.

Constantly changing selection of 4 real ales, plus
areal cider, to enjoy in our fully refurbished bars
or in our beautiful garden.

You won’t find any gimmicks here,
just a greativillage pub!

01223290384

www.chestnuttreepub.co.uk

The Chestnut Tree

Restaurant Review — “Excellent food, outstanding
value”.

Last year, when Pete and Rachel announced they were
moving on, there was considerable anxiety about what
the future held for our much loved village pub.

Well, Mark and Joanna are now installed and, in short,
The Chestnut Tree is in good hands. Regular drinkers
have been enjoying their friendly hospitality and
excellent beer since the New Year. Indeed, with Harry
managing the inter-regnum in December nobody has
gone thirsty.

After some work to expand and upgrade the kitchen,
food was served on Friday 12th January to a large
group of regular diners. Delays and problems with
builders meant it was touch and go as to whether
things would be ready but Mark was able to deliver
dinner to a full restaurant. I was on the other side of
the pub that evening enjoying the beer but all reports
about the food were good. There is a relatively short
menu but with something for everyone — to my eye it
is a clear step above basic pub food but does not
attempt to be a ‘top end’ gastro-pub . . . and exactly
what I was hoping for.

IR BY JO DENNY
WOMEN | MEN | CHILDREN

CUTTING & COLOURING
H

47LINTON HIGH STREET | T:01223 893 285

(BEHIND BOSWELL'S BAKERY)

NOTYS HIVH SdOW

Firsthand experience of the food had to wait until
Sunday. Joanna and I enjoyed a starter of smoked
mackerel with beetroot followed by a roast Sunday
lunch. The fish was warm and served on a slice of
good quality, freshly toasted sourdough bread and
well presented. The roast came with all one might
expect — a huge Yorkshire pudding, roast potatoes,
parsnips and carrot, kale, red cabbage and cauliflower
cheese.

Two extra ‘touches’ that we liked. First, Joanna’s
request for well-done beef was honoured; second, an
extra jug of gravy was offered without us asking.

After two substantial courses we had no room for
dessert.

So, an excellent lunch but the final surprise was the
bill. Starters are about £2 cheaper and mains £2 to £4
cheaper than local equivalents.

Finally, we were able to secure a table as a ‘walk in’ —
but this will not last . . . so do book.
Clive & Joanna Parry

Paul Nicholson Painting & Decorating

All Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken

Paul Nicholson

o

01638 508227 18 Sheriffs Court

07890 118021 Burrough Green
paulnicholson418@gmail.com Newmarket



http://www.chestnuttreepub.co.uk

Parish Matters

“Remember that you are dust and
to dust you shall return.”

This chilling reminder of death is
the first part of the sentence said as
the clergy smear ashes on the
foreheads of those attending church services on Ash
Wednesday. And no less demanding, the sentence
ends, “Turn away from sin and be faithful to Christ”.

To non-believers and believers alike, this can be heard
as a further sobering threat: “Get your act together, my
dear, or you won't get to heaven!” But I don't think
that's the case.

You may already have guessed, from the bizarre sight
of Easter eggs on supermarket shelves at New Year
that, indeed, Easter is particularly early this year, on
31st March. And so Ash Wednesday, the first day of
Lent (some 40 days or so before Easter Sunday) is on
14t February.

Lent marks the six weeks of preparation for the events
of Jesus’ crucifixion on Good Friday: the Friday
before the celebration of the Resurrection of Christ on
Easter Sunday. So, perhaps, that sentence about
remembering that “you are but dust” seems a bit
premature, and especially mean when we've all just
seen our New Year's resolutions crumble!

No, the discomfort, or even shock, of being reminded
of one's mortality is pressing us to ask the right
question. The sort of ‘meaning-of-life’ question: a
fundamental question mark in the life of any adult.

But equally, for all of us, the easier option is to
swerve back from this thought to the multiple (and
necessary) distractions in our lives, drawing us away —
arguably in a psychologically healthy fashion — from
those uncomfortable questions about our pettiness and
failures, the abandoned hopes and, dare we wonder,
ultimately the futility of life?

Sadly, however, many of the more serious distractions
— again, war in Europe, the endless atrocities in the
Middle East, and the perilous consequences of
unchecked global warming — merely compound our
sense of helplessness and fears for the future. “Here's
something else the world’s unlikely to be able to fix!”
So, in the end, what’s the point? Isn’t it just best to
skim over the surface of life as best we can?

The demand to “Turn away from sin”, doesn’t perhaps
seem that helpful, especially if read primarily as
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COUNTRY GARDENS &
LANDSCAPES

FULLY QUALIFIED AND INSURED
REFERENCES AVAILABLE
. AS FEATURED IN GARDENERS WORLD MAGAZINE

-
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B
>
HARD AND SOFT LANDSCAPING, PATIOS,
BLOCK PAVING, DRIVEWAYS, FENCING, TREE
SURGERY, HEDGE CUTTING, TURFING,

GARDEN MAINTENANCE, PLANTING

MOB: 07795 364135
TEL: 01440761028
ALEX.COLMAN@BTINTERNET.COM

¥y
5
¥

something about being ‘good’ and, even, doing your
bit to fix the world.

No, essentially for Christians, Lent is firstly an
invitation into the much more difficult space of being
clear-eyed about yourself, and about the world, and
most particularly about the dark underbelly of the
suffering and failures that can’t be fixed . . . and the
futility of it all if, anyway, death is its final full stop.

And then, staying there as best you can. Staying
there and wrestling and trusting that the path we
follow to Good Friday will this year yield up another
piece of the puzzle and deliver the glimpse of a deeper
answer. An answer that surprisingly, shockingly, gives
the inspiration for New Life . . . the life, and selfless
love, and hope and joy of Easter.

Alistair Collen, Licensed Lay Minister

Granta Vale Ministry Team

Lower Wood Update

The last Lower Wood work party for this season is on
Saturday 24th February, starting at 10 am. Biscuits,
tea and coffee will be provided. Children are always
welcome if accompanied by an adult.
Duncan Mackay
(Voluntary Warden for The Wildlife Trust)

01638 428 060
01223 832 928
www.Rothwells.biz

Rothwells
Carpet Cleaning

Carpet Cleaning

Stone Floor, Upholstery & Rug Cleaning
A few points that make us stand out from the others,

Rothwell’s has been in business since 1993.
We're an honest local family firm.

Our large truck mounted machines mean more cleaning
& drying power for the best results possible.
Members of both the NCCA and TACCA.

We will move the furniture for a thorough clean.
100% satisfaction or it’s FREE.

Call Oliver and Max Campbell for expert help today.
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GARAGE

MOT & CAR CARE CENTRE

— —  The Street - Great Thurlow - Suffolk CB9 7LA
Tel: 01440 783248 www.thurlowgarage.co.uk

Digital recording of Service History

(000) K=\
Auodi

JOAOCGLIS R

CHEH®

DT A M MM Fora friendly and reliable
personal service call now.

HOME ANIMAL CARE .
Let me take care of your pets, &/
while you are out at work or away W @
on holiday. I am a very responsible
and reliable registered Pet Sitter, with many years’
experience. | am fully insured and would like to
have the opportunity to care for your pets.

Phone: Catherine 01223 291411 /07778 921334
www. homeanimalcare.co.uk
info@homeanimalcare.co.uk
catherineneale9@icloud.com

Weston Colville Parish Council

A summary of items discussed at the meeting on
Wednesday 3rd January is below. For the full minutes
please visit http://www.westoncolville.org

Public Participation Session — a couple came to
discuss the building plot at the bottom of Horseshoe
Lane, which they were in the process of purchasing.
The site has outline planning. The PC was advised
that Footpath 16 ran through the site, and would need
to be diverted closer to the fence behind the houses.
There were no comments from the councillors about
the footpath diversion. A reserve matters planning
application would also need to be submitted. Parking
concerns were raised during the outline planning
application — it was confirmed that parking would be
provided on the site. The planning application would
be discussed when it was submitted.

District and County Council Reports and Items of
Interest — ClIr Batchelor reported that the planning
application for the proposed solar farm near Balsham
would be decided by the Secretary of State, as it
would be so large. The public plans would be
released by the end of the month. Cllr Harvey would
meet with Clirs Garrod and Rayner on 4th January to
discuss flooding along the Stour.

Flooding — the drains on Common Road had been
cleared, and the drains on Mill Hill would be cleared
within the financial year. ClIr Garrod would seek
quotes to clear the ditch near the Reading Room car
park, and the Clerk would write to the Reading Room,
and West Wratting Estate about clearing the ditch next
to the cricket field. ClIr Durham had reported the
drainage grips on Chapel Road.

Footpaths — work had begun on Bridleway 14 and the
permissive path, removing the hedge between them.

LHI Bid 2024 — it was determined not to apply
through Local Highways Initiative for a Mobile
Vehicle Activated Sign. Cllr Batchelor was asked
chase up the price of a device from the County
Council. Former Cllr Hubbard was thanked for
putting the Speed Indicator Device up in the village.

Handyman — the clerk had sought quotes from

handymen — only one came to visit the village. The
clerk will approach them to remove the fence in the
Reading Room carpark, and restore the bus shelters.

Playground — a report and an update from the
working party was received including showing
proposed plans for the fenced-in area and the outer
area. Cllr Durham questioned why proposals had
been put forwards before the responses from the
survey had been received. Cllr Pagonis responded
that the costs varied, and the working party wanted to
seek quotes to find out what was possible, in terms of
placement and costs. The two proposals that were put
forwards could be fine-tuned following the results of
the survey. It was suggested that multiple funding
sources would be found, rather than carrying out
fundraising in the village. An outline proposal was
put forward that the PC would contribute up to a
maximum of £5,000 for the project. The working
party will complete funding applications.

Precept — the precept for 2024-25 was determined at
£12,500, remaining the same as 2023-24.

Date of next Parish Council meeting — 4th March.
Jess Ashbridge, Parish Clerk



West Wratting Parish Council

The following is a shortened version of the draft
minutes of the meeting held on 8th January. A full
copy of the draft minutes can be found on both
noticeboards in the village and at https://
westwratting.org.uk/parish-council-minutes/.

Footpaths: Colin McCall reported that cross-field
paths still not reinstated will be done as soon as it is
possible to get on the fields, due to heavy rain.

Electoral matters: Simon Chandler would act as
temporary chairman at this meeting and decisions will
be made on the various positions at the March
meeting. Four of the newer councillors are attending
a CAPALC training course this month.

Co-option Policy: proposals for this policy had been
distributed and it was agreed that it should be adopted

and added to the Council Policies page on the website.

Confidentiality Status of Letters and Documents
sent to the PC: all documentation is available to the
public unless information is specifically requested to
be confidential. The Freedom of Information Act also
allows for this.

Planning: fuller details are shown in the draft
minutes.

23/0349 & 0343 — 83 High St has been refused by
SCDC.

23/04750 — Lamb Yard: supported with no comments
but concern over the monitoring of said demolition.
Cllr O’Donovan will make further enquiries with the
Environment Dept about status and plans.

Streetly Farm Proposed Anaerobic Biodigester:
Cllr S Chandler had attended the public meeting and
put information in Challenge and on the village
website about the plans and the objections by West
Wickham PC. He thought it unlikely that it would get
permission in its present form.

Finance: the list of payments is shown in the draft
minutes. There was considerable discussion about
how much should be contributed by the PC to WWFC
towards the year’s grass cutting. It was agreed that
WWEC had not received the annual increases they
should have had under the existing agreement. Cllr S
Chandler presented his calculation of the backpay and
cutting rate for 2023 under those existing conditions.
The response from WWFC was that it wasn’t enough,
and a further increase was requested. In addition,
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invoices were presented for hedge and tree cutting for
the last three years. The PC emphasised that all such
work needs prior authorisation and invoices must be
presented promptly, in time for the annual audit. It
was agreed that a working group will discuss these
matters with recommendations to be presented at the
March PC meeting.

Budget & Precept: the budget needs for 2024/25
were outlined which included LHI contribution,
maintenance work on the village hall, pump, sign and
bus shelter. A more detailed plan will be made. The
precept was discussed and it was agreed and voted on
that this should be increased by 4%, being the rate of
inflation.

Maintenance:

Highways problems: Cllr S Chandler had carried out
a survey of the potholes in Six Mile Bottom Road up
to the Icknield way crossing and sent it to CCC
Highways reporting webpage who have responded
saying the work will be carried out within 21 days.
We look forward to seeing when that happens!

The Kissing Gate: Colin McCall had spoken to the
Footpaths Officer at CCC who told him that there was
no money available for a gate between churchyard
and horse fields that would give access for buggies or
wheelchairs. Probable cost is £4,000 - £5,000.
Possible funding could be applied for from the
Windfarm Fund.

Village Hall: Martin Davey is now chairman of the
VHMC.

Land Registration: Clir S Chandler has undertaken
to deal with this. Once the necessary forms have been
completed by existing registered owners they will be
submitted to the Land Registry so that the PC will be
shown as the registered owner rather than the names
of individuals.

TIM PHILLIPS & Co.

Accountants

Independent, specialist service for:

Small Business ¢ Self Assessment
Personal Taxation

Free initial consultation — no obligation
EASY, FREE PARKING

Copley Hill Business Park, Cambridge Rd., Babraham
Off A1307 between Wandlebury and Babraham

Tel: 01223 830044. www.tpaccounts.co.uk




WF¥2Y) Professional
Carpentry
Services

1st and 2nd Fix « Doors « Windows « Floors
Skirting/Architrave « Storage Solutions
Cupboards « Kitchens « Bathrooms
Renovation and Restoration

T: 07742 032859

E: jamesuk85@icloud.com
Find me on Instagram use my QR code

Boundaries between Village Hall & Boreham
development: Martin Davey is looking into this as
he believes the present boundaries shown are
incorrect. He will contact Dysons Developers.

Traffic Issues & Speed Restriction equipment:

LHI application: Martin Davey is submitting this
application on behalf of the PC and reported that it
was ready to go but he would like the PC to increase
the contribution percentage to 20% of the bid (£2,000)
as he felt there was a better chance of it going
through. After a vote this was agreed.

Six Mile Bottom Road pavement: Cllr L Chandler,
who had been in touch with the Dept of Education
Transport regarding the safety of this road for
children, reported that a survey had been done jointly
by Education Transport and their Road Safety Officer,
who have agreed the route is unsafe and a shuttle taxi
service offered to the families affected. Highways say
that the cost of a pavement is extremely high because
of civil engineering difficulties. Further discussion at
the next PC meeting.

The next PC meeting will be held on Monday
11th March at 7.30 pm and all are welcome to attend.
Jenny Richards (Parish Clerk)

THE TOP HAT
CHIMNEY SWEEP

Contact Stephan on:

07805 335824

E: Stephanrp.47@gmail.com

A 1st class service for every
type of domestic chimney

February 2024

wanw

Please contac

Tel: 07777 676766 E: bradley.goss@hot

London Marathon for Little Havens Hospice

I am raising sponsorship funds
for my London Marathon April
2024 challenge. My chosen
charity is Little Havens Hospice
who support terminally ill
children in Essex. My target is
£1,750, and I have currently
raised £600. Thank you so
much for your generous
donations to date.

I would like to offer the following services in return
for donations:

%I can do odd jobs like gardening, dog
walking, hoovering/cleaning, window cleaning;

%1 am a qualified insured Chartered Accountant, and
am willing to undertake accounting and
bookkeeping work, tax preparation, admin;

Y also any other work such as painting and DIY, car
washing etc.

I am available most Saturday afternoons for two hours
between 2 and 4 pm but please feel free to contact me,
as [ may be able to be more flexible.

The link to my Just Giving page https://rb.gy/q80ru
Barley Woodcock, Spring Terrace, Weston Colville
(barleyw@hotmail.com, 07901 665490)

Please Keep Pavements Clear

I’ve been asked to request that the pavements in our
villages be kept clear of bins, vehicles etc, so that
pedestrians don’t have to navigate past obstacles into
the road. Specific problem areas are apparently West
Wratting High Street and Honey Hill.

Anne
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Reed Flooring

Measure . Supply . Fit

* Carpets, Vinyl and more

» Experienced, professional and friendly service

* Free no-obligation quotation

» Domestic and commercial — a wide range of products to suit all
budgets

» Samples brought to you in the comfort of your own home/workplace

* Measuring and fittings arranged for a time that suits you

* Unbeatable prices

07909 110772 01279 815185
reedflooring@gmail.com  www.reedflooring.co.uk

West Wratting Village Hall

Licensed for entertainment and sale of alcohol

Ideal for:
o weddings, family functions, children’s parties, meetings,
fundraising events & performances

e spacious stage, modern kitchen & separate bar area
o disabled facilities o excellent sound system
o furniture, crockery, etc also available for hire

01223 290270
wwvhbookings@gmail.com

www.westwratting.org.uk/village-hall/

Granta Medical Practices — Appointments

Here at Granta, we continue to offer a mixture of face
to face, telephone and online appointments. I would
like to take this opportunity to explain how our
appointments system works and what is available to
Granta patients.

Firstly, please be assured that no-one apart from
clinicians make clinical decisions about your care
when you first contact us. Our reception teams have
clear criteria, set by GPs, as to what can be put
straight onto a clinician’s urgent list. However, if they
or you are unsure, they will take your details and
discuss your concerns with the clinical team and then
get back to you.

When ringing for an appointment you will be asked
if there is a particular clinician you would like to see,
either for continuity of your presenting problem or
continuity of overall care. It may be that you don’t
mind who you see — you just need to speak to
someone about your current medical problem.

Please do help our reception team by providing as
much information as possible. All information is
treated as confidential and will only be used for triage
purposes. They are simply trying to make sure you
are seen by the right person, in the right place, at the
right time.

GARDEN MAINTENANCE

We offer a professional and reliable service
from lawn mowing to new planting projects.
Other services include tree surgery and
hedge cutting.

Please telephone Zara or Francis at

Napier Garden Planning
Tel : 07946 382614

Westley Waterless, Newmarket
e-mail: napierfz@aol.com

If you do feel that your problem is not urgent, you
will be asked if a routine appointment may be more
suitable, or perhaps a long term medical conditions
appointment, a palliative care appointment, or
whether we can help you in any other way.

If your appointment starts with a telephone call then,
together with the clinician, it can be decided whether
a face to face appointment will be the appropriate next
step.

Routine appointments are available a few weeks in
advance, all pre-bookable via our reception teams and
online. New routine appointments are released daily
at 8 am and at 2 pm to allow for regular availability.
If you ring and there is nothing available, our
reception team can send you a link that is valid for
seven days (that you can check daily) to pre-book a
face to face or telephone appointment, so that you do
not need to ring back.

Alternatively, if you would prefer, you could use
Accurx Patient Triage via our website to have an
online consultation with a clinician. We do ask
however that you only send routine queries as it can
take up to 72 hours to respond.

There will always be sickness, annual leave and the
perception that clinicians are not seeing patients.
However, on average, Granta’s doctors and nurses see
around 4,000 patients face to face per week, and
consult with another 3,500 via the telephone and
online. We continue to try and accommodate all of
our patients in a way that suits and please be assured
that we are continuously reviewing and revising
patient access.

Sandra East, Head of Patient Services

€1 2¥\\\BFA\ Medical Practices



Balsham Picture House

The film on Saturday 34 February is the award-
winning Christopher Nolan film OPPENHEIMER
(15) starring Cillian Murphy, Emily Blunt, Matt
Damon and Robert Downey jnr.

The film thrusts you into the mind of the brilliant
physicist J Robert Oppenheimer, as the Manhattan
Project develops the first RTTTIE

atomic bomb. The film
masterfully intertwines the
present-day hearings with
poignant flashbacks that
reveal pivotal moments in

Oppenheimer's life.
As this film is three hours N o
long BPH is taking the OF THE CENTURY.”

unusual step of having an

early start: doors open at 6.30 pm and showing the
film at 7 pm. We also plan to have a small break in
the middle to recharge glasses at the bar and do
whatever else may be needed! And if you find our
seats a little firm for three hours perhaps a small
cushion might be advisable!

Dave’s bar will be open before (and in the middle of)
the film for refreshments — extra stocks laid in!
Dick Paden

Balsham Singers

Balsham Singers enjoyed a most successful concert
on the afternoon of 16th December, the first time
we’ve held an afternoon performance and it proved to
be very popular. We were disappointed that we were
not able to sell any tickets on the door this year due to
successful advanced sales and church capacity. We
will be reviewing our options before our next concert
in May.

We were gifted two lovely hampers to raffle, and the

£450 proceeds were donated to the Arthur Rank
Hospice.

The choir welcomes new members — we rehearse on
Thursday evenings, 7.30 - 9.30 in The Pavilion near
the church in Balsham. No experience is necessary;
the ability to read music is helpful but not needed as
rehearsal CDs are available. For more information go
to our website at www.choirsites/balshamsingers or contact
us at balsham_singers@hotmail.co.uk

Jo Stinton
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CARPENTRY
ALL CARPENTRY WORK UNDERTAKEN

FREE QUOTES: MATT GRIGG-PETTITT 07807 968 661

FRIENDLY RELIABLE SERVICE | www.mgpcarpentry.co.uk

Balsham W1

Our meeting on 9th January featured a h WI
talk on ‘The History of Jewellery’ by [ e

Jason Middleton — a very interesting INSPIRING WOMEN

illustrated talk on how jewellery has

been used, from the earliest bone and shell necklaces,
to extremely valuable pieces made of precious metals
and gems worn by royalty among others. Main
reasons for jewellery include religion, wealth and
power, love and devotion, funereal and tokens for the
afterlife. A lot of jewellery gets recycled by melting
down the metal and resetting the stones, and the
reason we have knowledge of old jewellery is from
those found in tombs and burial places. Jason also
had some samples for us to see, including how a
diamond is cut to make it sparkle so much.

Our next talk on 13t February is by Jan Cassidy on
‘Women’s Health in Prison’, which should give food
for thought on one of the potential resolutions for the
coming year.

Our meetings are held on the second Tuesday of each
month at 7.30 pm in the Pavilion, Balsham. Please
get in touch if you are interested in joining us —
balshamwi@gmail.com or Facebook, @Balsham WI.
Debbie Mower

R BRISTLEY
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DRAIN & PLUMBING SERVICES

Drains Unblocked Fast

Toilets, Baths & Sinks
Guttering & Downpipes

Drain Repairs & CCTV Surveys
High Pressure Water Jetting
Domestic & Industrial

All Work Guaranteed

3 Newmarket (01638) 662439

Est. 1974




PEST CONTROL SERVICES
AGRICULTURAL AND DOMESTIC

CLUSTER FLIES, LOFT AREA,
RABBITS, RATS,
MICE, WASPS & INSECTS

CONTACT R DANIELS
01223 290570/ 07773 682676

Balsham Gardening Club

The club’s Christmas meeting included drinks and
nibbles, and good fun with a mainly gardening and
Christmas themed quiz, organised by Jennie Tipler
after a late change of plan.

Our next meeting is on Wednesday 7t February,
starting at 7.30 in the pavilion. Nigel Start will speak
about ‘Coping with Climate Change’. Nigel has been
gardening in the Cambridge area since the 1970s,
producing much of his own fruit and vegetables, and
is a well-known speaker on gardening topics. Guests
are very welcome to join us for what promises to be
an interesting evening.

Andy Mitchell

West Wickham & District Local History Club

The next meeting on Monday 12t February will
explore 'A Curse upon the Land? 19t century
Enclosure in West Wickham, and Changes to the
Landscape’. 7.30 pm in West Wickham village hall;
£2 for non-members; all welcome.

Margaret Creek

Eastern Counties Oil Services

Oil boiler servicing

Boiler repair and installation

Central heating and plumbing

Central heating system flushing

Air source heat pumps

OFTEC registered, all work guaranteed

R Y

Weston Colville: 01223 291374 or 07827 810344
info@easterncountiesoilservices.co.uk
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FIELD COMPOST LTD

We'll help your garden grow
s O [ -

Peat Free Compost Lawn Dressing &
Grass

Mulch

Soil Improver
Soil
Bark Sharp Sand &

Woodchip Horticultural Grit

Www.fieldcompost.co.uk

sales((:l‘ﬁt‘ldconlpost.co.uk
01440 966966

Ist Horseheath Brownies

We have an exciting term planned, with activities
ranging from Chinese New Year, Mothering Sunday,
and Easter crafts, as well as St David’s Day and

St Patrick’s Day celebrations.

Our annual Brownie Holiday isn’t happening until
May this year, when we will be joining Balsham on
their weekend. Plans are beginning to form and I
know there will be a lot of cake involved.

Pauline, Katie & Gemma (horseheathbrownies@gmail.com)

Linton & District Historical Society

After a particularly cold day, those attending our
January meeting were welcomed with a hot drink
before settling down to hear Emily Matthews from the
Dogs’ Trust tell the story behind the trust,
accompanied by some lovely videos of how ‘life in
the dog house’ is not a bad place to be!

Dedicated staff help these dogs to recover from
disturbed or unknown backgrounds, and also those
dogs who were handed over as their owners were no
longer able to care for them. Finally, it was good to
see happy dogs handed over to their equally happy
new owners. As always, questions and answers made
for some interesting stories and observations.

For those with sporting interests why not join us for
our next meeting, on Tuesday 20th February, starting
at 7.30 pm in Linton Village Hall, Coles Lane. Nigel
Fenner will be speaking on ‘A Student-led
Revolution out of Cambridge with Global Impact’
— thanks to a local tobacconist, but no thanks to the
University.

For further details of the LDHS please email
ldhscambs@gmail.com or call 01223 893915 or 678835.
Margaret Creek


mailto:info@easterncountiesoilservices.co.uk

The Meadow Primary School, Balsham

As we soar into the new term, our youngest learners
in Key Stage 1 are gearing up for an exciting
exploration into the skies with their captivating topic,
‘What's Up There?’ This will involve learning about
the Wright Brothers, exploring a range of aircraft, and
thinking about where flight can take you. They have
kick-started their learning already by embarking on a
thrilling adventure to Duxford Air Museum. The day
unfolded with wide-eyed wonder as our young
aviation enthusiasts marvelled at all the majestic
aircraft that once soared through the skies. Their
faces lit up with awe as they explored the historic
hangars, discovering vintage planes that echoed
stories of courage and innovation. The museum's
interactive displays engaged their curious minds,
allowing them to touch, feel, and even go inside some
legendary planes.

In Years 3 and 4, the adventure unfolds with their
topic, ‘South American Adventure.” Students will
delve into the interesting and varied cultures,
geography, and history that make South America a
captivating continent. From the lush rainforests to the
Inca Empire, the children will acquire lots of new
knowledge and interesting facts.

For our upper Key Stage 2 students, the theme is
‘Where in the World’, with a particular focus on the
United States of America. The children will embark
on a cross-country exploration, unravelling the
diverse tapestry that makes the USA such a
captivating and influential nation.

Faye Facer, Assistant Headteacher

Linton Village College Student Senate

At Linton Village College we are lucky to have a
Student Senate that actively contributes to the running
of the school.
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HackettGriffey

chartered certified accountants

As a long established Haverhill firm we are the natural choice
for all your accountancy and tax requirements

Contact Jon Griffey, Philip Hackett or Simon Iron or just call in
to our offices on the Market Square, 2 Mill Road, Haverhill

& 01440 762024

www. hackettgriffey.com

I am involved in the senate and, along with Will and
Lilian, LVC’s Head students, house captains and
prefects, [ meet regularly and work alongside the
college’s staff house leads and Ms Price, Inclusion
Lead.

LVC has four houses: Voyager, Endeavour, Pioneer
and Discovery.

We meet once every two weeks and discuss upcoming
events and how we can contribute to the school and
the wider Linton community. The Senate helps to
organise and run regular competitive House Events
with input from House Leads. It is a valuable
opportunity for us to voice our opinions and
suggestions. We also hold forums with the wider
student body to gain student voice on topics such as
catering, behaviour and the curriculum. We have also
recently met with our local Member of Parliament,
Lucy Frazer.

In terms of charitable endeavours, we have been
involved in fundraising and meeting with the Friends
of LVC to support our annual sponsored walk which
raises valuable funds to enrich our educational
experiences and learning environment at LVC. Last
term, the Senate was also involved in organising
charitable events such as our Christmas jumper day
raising money for Tom’s Trust, the reverse advent
collection for Jimmy’s in Cambridge, and the
‘Bearpee Challenge’ for Children in Need.

We are looking forward to 2024 and opportunities to
raise further money for worthy causes over the
coming year.

Rupert Warden-Hill, Deputy Head Student, LVC


http://www.hackettgriffey.com
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(ggbgg»_ New Foot Health Clinic
7 now open in Withersfield
ROSE HILL

Caroline Pinkham-Smith

MCFHP MAFHP
Nail trimming, Corns, Callus, Cracked heels,
Fungal & Thickened nails,
Ingrowing toenails, Athlete’s foot, Verrucas
01440 421798
www.rosehillfoothealth.co.uk

'SOUEAKY: MOUSE

Local, Professional Computer Help and Support
www.squeakymouse.com
01223 852 872
support@squeakymouse.com

The Ellesmere Centre, Stetchworth

Join us on Saturday 10th February for our first live
music night of 2024, with ‘Back in Time’ (60s).
Tickets on sale now, £8. Doors open 7.30 pm.
Licensed bar and raffle.

We now have three Yoga Classes — something to suit
everyone’s needs.

* Friday mornings -— Chair Yoga, 10 - 10.45 am.
Contact Nicole (07508 025941).

*  Friday morning — Yin Yoga, 9.30 - 11 am. Contact
Lisa (07402 655556).

* Thursday evenings — Hatha Yoga, 6.20 - 7.20 pm
with Colin (colinfordham@btinternet.com).
Chair Based Exercise —

* Mondays at 12.30 pm, (exercises
specifically designed for those suffering from
Parkinson’s but all are welcome).

*  Wednesday at 10.45 am — MS Society.
The Ellesmere Centre, www.ellesmerecentre.org.uk

(01638 508212, office@ellesmerecentre.org.uk)

Answers to Biblical Books Quiz,

I once made a remark about the hidden books of the
Bible (merely by a fluke.) It kept people looking so
hard for the facts and for others it was a revelation.
Some were in a jam especially since the names of the
books were not capitalised. But now the truth finally
struck home to the numbers of readers. To others it
was a real job. We want it to be a mest fascinating
few moments for you. Yes there will be some really
difficult ones to spot. Others may require judges to
help them. I will quickly admit it usually takes a
minister to find one of them. There will be loud
lamentations when it is found. A lady says she
brews a cup of tea so she can concentrate better. See
how well you can compete. Relax now, for there are
sixteen names of the Bible hidden in this paragraph.
One preacher found fifteen books in twenty minutes -
but it took him three weeks to find the sixteenth one!

(There are actually 17 books highlighted above, but
Bel is a Greek apocryphal addition to the biblical
Book of Daniel. It is a deuterocanonical work in that
it is accepted in the Roman canon but not by Jews or
Protestants, according to Britannica).

R BRISTLEY

9 COLLINGS PLACE, NEWMARKET

BRUSH ELECTRIC SWEEP

All Chimneys Swept
Solid Fuel, Oil & Gas #

Cowls, Nets & Pots Fitted
Stoves Repaired & Inspected
Carpets Cleaned
Competitive Prices

Very Clean

Family Business

Publ|c Liability Insurance

3 Newmarket (01638) 662439

Est 1974
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[cocoon]

wellbeing + beauty
Waxing
OPI manicures + pedicures
Comfort Zone Facials
Massage + aromatherapy
Gifts + vouchers
inner lather Soaps

07527 879135

,J,',,,', High Street, West Wickham
7, BABTAC "
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Weston Colville, Revd Iain McColl/
Rhona McEune

Holy Communion —

West Wickham, Revd Kathy Bishop

Hannah Threlfall
Holy Communion — Hildersham,
Revd Kathy Bishop
Holy Communion — Little Abington,
Revd Iain McColl/Rhona McEune

FEB 9.30 am 11.00 am 4.00/6.00 pm
4th United Service with Holy Communion —
Balsham, Revd lain McColl
11t | Holy Communion — Morning Worship — Balsham, Evening Prayer (6.00 pm) —

West Wratting, Alistair Collen

Holy Communion — West Wickham,
Revd Kathy Bishop

Holy Communion (BCP) —Weston
Colville, Revd Ben Brady

Holy Communion — Balsham, Revd Ben Brady
Café Church — Hildersham, Steven Wheeler

18t | Holy Communion — West Wratting, Holy Communion — Balsham, Revd Iain McColl/ | Evening Prayer (6.00 pm) —
Revd lain McColl/Natalie Davies Natalie Davies Hildersham, Alistair Collen
Morning Worship — Weston Colville, | Holy Communion —Great Abington, Revd Ben
Steven Wheeler . Brady/Steven Wheeler
Morning Worship - West Wickham,
Alistair Collen

25th Evening Prayer (4.00 pm) —

Little Abington, Rhona McEune/
Steven Wheeler

Wednesday 14th February - Ash Wednesday Service,
10.00 am at Hildersham, led by Revd Ben Brady.

There is an additional service at Great Abington on
Sunday 25t February at 9.30 am, All Age Praise, led by
Rosemary Mead and Hannah Threlfall.

DIARY

FEBRUARY 2024

Fri2 Candlemas Festival, St Mary’s

Sat 3 West Wratting Café

Balsham Picture House, ‘Oppenheimer’
Sun4  Oil Co-operative Ordering Deadline
Wed 7  Balsham Gardening Club
Mon 12 West Wickham & District Historical Society
Tues 13 Balsham WI
Thur 15 West Wratting Book Club
Fri16  Tea & Cakes, Reading Room
Tues 20 Linton & District Historical Society
Wed 21 Tech Clinic, Reading Room
Sat 24  Lower Wood Work Party
MARCH 2024

Mon4  Weston Colville Parish Council
Mon 11 West Wratting Parish Council
Sun 17 Weston Colville Sunday Lunch, Reading Room

Mobile Post Office: Thursdays, Reading Room car park,
Weston Colville, 12.30 - 1.30 pm
Mobile library: fourth Thursday: 22nd Feb, 28th Mar
High Street, West Wratting 11.10 - 11.50 am
Reading Room, Weston Green  12.00 - 12.35 am
Mill Hill, Weston Colville 12.40 - 1.05 pm

Revd Iain McColl

01223 890693, mccoll.iain@gmail.com
Rev Ben Brad

01223 §44920, revdbenbrady@btinternet.com
Mr Steven Wheeler, Licensed Lay Minister

01223 290396, steven@juicyfruitsuk.com
Hannah Threlfall, Community Minister

07867 515914, hthre?}allSZ@gmail.com

Churchwardens:
St Mary’s — lan Ashbridge (01223 291344)
Bob Coates (07785 361345)
St Andrew’s — Sebastian Bain (07736 198101)
Church Administrator: Caroline (Cazzy) Walshe,
7churches.seven@gmail.com, 01223 891443
Weston Colville Parish Clerk: Jess Ashbridge,
clerk@westoncolville.org.uk, 07779 277647
West Wratting Parish Clerk: Jenny Richards,
j.richards597@btinternet.com, 01223 665260
Community Warden: Lucy Cameron,
Lucy.Cameron@AgeUKCAP.org.uk, 07436 102865

Black bins: Wed 7th & 21st February,

Wednesday 6th & 20th March
Wed 14t & 28t February,
Wednesday 13th & 27t March
Wednesday 14t February,
Wednesday 13th March

Blue bins:

Green bins:

Editor: Anne Bragg (editor@challengemag.co.uk)
Thank you for all your articles, news, etc. If these are sent by
email, they are always acknowledged; if you don’t get a reply,

your items haven’t been received, so please resend. Some
contributions may have to be edited, to fit the space available,
and are published at the discretion of the editor.

Copy date for March issue:
Tuesday 20th February
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