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West Wratting Café

We're back after a break for the coronation weekend.
Tea, coffee and delicious homemade cakes will be
served from 10.30 until noon in the village hall on
Saturday 3rd June. We look forward to catching up.

Save the date! On Saturday 1st and Sunday 2nd July
between 10 am and 4 pm, Café Studio will be
supporting Emma Perring and other local artists and
creatives who will be displaying their work in West
Wratting village hall. The Saturday Café’s loyal band
of bakers and tea and coffee servers will provide
refreshments over the weekend. Further details to

Sherry and Jan

ON A SUMMER

lAZ EVENING

a concert of fabulous jazz from an all star trio

TIM BONIFACE
sax | piano

! COLIN OXLEY
| guitar

MALCOLM CREESE
hass

b Acclaimed Cambridge based multi-instramentalist
Tim Boniface teams wp with two UK jazz stars for an
evening of top drawer jazz favourites from the Great

American Songbook and the bebop era, plus
gorgeoes original material. Not to be missed!

SATURDAY 1STJULY 7:30PM
STMARY'S WESTON COLVILLE CB213PE

TICKETS £15 (under 18 £7.50) | BAR & SNACKS
BOOK: janepryor6@gmail.com or https://stmarysjazz.eventhrite.com

Tea & Cakes

Our next Tea & Cakes will be on Friday 16t June in
the Reading Room, 3.30 - 5.00 pm.

Thank you to everyone who supports Tea & Cakes. It
is great to see you all enjoying a chat over a nice cup
of tea and delicious homemade cake.

We have an amazing team but really need a few more
helpers, so please read the message below.
Val & the Team

Tea & Cakes — could you help once a month?

We need a few more helpers to keep Tea & Cakes
going — could you help? It doesn’t need to be every
month. If you think you could help, contact
Val Scott at valscakesuk@gmail.com
Things that need doing:

Setting out tables and chairs, getting out the games
and toys and tidying up at the end

Making the tea, washing up
Baking cakes

Shopping — making sure we’ve got enough milk, tea,
soft drinks etc

Jazz on a Summer Evening, Ist July

For local bookings, please email Jane on
janepryor6@gmail.com to reserve tickets. This will
save us the booking fee on Eventbrite. Thank you!

PLUMBLINE & SON

PLUMBING AND HEATING ENGINEERS
PROFESSIONAL DOMESTIC PLUMBING SERVICE
OIL BOILER SERVICING & REPAIRS

Call John & Zach

01223 893903

Supcik@talktalk.net

Fully Qualified and Insured

City & Guilds / OFTEC Registered
Friendly and Reliable Service

City&s
Guilds




Available to b for
parties, fitness and meetings.
Fulty equipped latchen.
Licence for aloohal.

www.thereadingroom.org.uk

Playground Renovation

Weston Colville Parish Council is keen to seek
volunteers to join a working party to help rejuvenate
the playground on the recreation ground. The
working party will bring ideas back to the parish
council for approval, and aid in sourcing new
equipment and applying for grant funding from
various sources.

If you would like further information, or if you would
like to volunteer to join the working party, please
contact me.
The terms of reference of the Playground Working
Party will be decided upon at the council’s next
meeting, on Monday 3t July.
Jess Ashbridge, Parish Clerk
(07779 277647, clerk@westoncolville.org.uk)

Weston Colville Circular Walk, c5 miles

We had a dry if slightly muddy walk with our new
quiz champions last month, catching the bluebells in
Lower Wood and looping via Willingham Green.

The next
walk-and-
lunch will be
on Saturday
8th July;
we’ll meet at
the Reading
Room at
10 am. . . E——
BYO lunch and maybe something to share back in the
Reading Room afterwards. All welcome — come and
join us?

jacquelinetheteacher@hotmail.com, 291475
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West Wratting Oil Syndicate

There will be a West Wratting oil syndicate fill-up this
month with an order cut-off of Monday 19th June at
6.30 pm. Place your orders either by email to me at
westwrattingoil@gmail.com, putting your surname in
the subject box, or by phone/text on 07982 291922.

I will reply to all communications within 48 hours.

If you require a 'fill-up' please provide a rough
estimate of the quantity and also make sure that you
tell me if you have any special delivery requirements.

Remember that syndicate orders take at least a couple
of weeks from the cut-off date to be collated, brokered
and delivered, but if you take the minimum of
500 litres every time there’s a fill-up, you’ll always be
buying at the best price.

Phil Tempest (westwrattingoil@gmail.com)

St Andrews Clay Shoot

Once again Six Mile Bottom will be hosting our
annual clay shoot, on Saturday 26th August. If you
would like to join us for the morning plus lunch
please let me know. It would be great to have more
participants from West Wratting.

The cost will be £190 per gun (excluding cartridges),
from which a substantial contribution is given to
St Andrew’s Church.

Please feel free to call or email to discuss further.
Simon Sampson
(simon.sampson@btinternet.com, 07887 726080)

Established

Jo Taylor
since 1994

Jo’s Cleaning Services

Call me on

07900 601835

Email me at
joanne10664@gmail.com




West Wratting Book Club

Our book for May was ‘Sons and Lovers’ by
D H Lawrence, and nine of us gathered to discuss this
early 20t century classic.

The first section has a different feel to the rest of the
book, which concentrates more on Mrs Morel’s and
her children’s relationships. It jumps quite a bit from
season to season so is sometimes difficult to follow.
Set in a Nottinghamshire mining village, it
concentrates on the Morel family. It opens with a
description of the village and its development, and
then gradually homes in on Gertrude Morel. It soon
becomes clear that she is from a different class to her
husband, having been attracted by his charisma and
good looks, and the contrast to her father and her
previous love. It disperses some of the stereotypical
ideas of a mining community as well as highlighting
the strong desire for self-improvement and education,
touching on class differences.

Intimacy, disillusion and family relationships are also
major themes, with more than a hint of Freud. The
descriptions of the towns, mines and countryside are
vivid and evocative, especially for one of our number
who knows the area well. The language and dialect
were particularly fascinating and enjoyable.

This was an interesting and thought-provoking read.
Scores were mainly 7 out of 10 witha 5 and a 9.

Our next meeting will be at The Chestnut Tree at
7.30 pm on Wednesday 14t June, to discuss ‘The
Cloisters’ by Kathy Hays.

Linda Gorman (290653)
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Kbroffee

Artisan Sourdough fresh Breads
delivered to your door

Breads change on a weekly basis,
just contact me for the bake list at
hellokbroffee@gmail.com
or phone 07894 498364

or see my website
www.kbroffee.co.uk
#tkbroffee

Micro bakery in West Wickham
using organic flour

www.westwratting.org.uk

for information on:

What’s On Directory Parish Council
Parish History Local Sports Village Hall Events
Church News Parish Matters  Village Calendar

Please send us your contributions, events,
notices, photos and comments.

West Wratting Wedding

The d’Abo family want to inform West Wratting
village that their daughter, Celina, is getting married
on Saturday Ist July at West Wratting church. This
may lead to a little extra traffic around the church in
the early evening. The celebrations will take place
that evening at West Wratting Park House.

Henry d’Abo

Hospital Transport Scheme

I recently requested hospital transport for an
outpatient appointment at Addenbrooke’s Hospital,
because I am unable to walk or stand and need to be
transported in a wheelchair.

There is usually a telephone number to ring for
transport on the appointment letter. When we rang the
number, they were very, very helpful, booked me in
and gave me a reference number. It is useful to book
for the return journey at the same time and you will
get another reference number which you need to take
with you.

Tell the reception desk when you arrive that you are
using hospital transport for your return and they will
ensure it all works.

On the day of the appointment I had a telephone call
to say the ambulance would be here in about
30 minutes and it arrived on time.

I found the transport scheme very helpful and would
recommend ringing to ask if you are eligible for
hospital transport.

A West Wratting Resident
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The Chestnut Tree
West Wratting

CAMRA Cambridgeshire Pub of the Year 2019

Handsome Victorian Free House combining the relaxed
charm of a village local with a traditional menu of
hearty home cooked food.

Constantly changing selection of 4 real ales, plus
a real cider, to enjoy in our fully refurbished bars
or in our beautiful garden.

You won’t find any gimmicks here,
just a greatvillage pub!

01223290384
www.chestnuttreepub.co.uk

x Professional
TR T Carpentry
Services

ist and 2nd Fix » Doors - Windows « Floors
Skirting/Architrave - Storage Solutions
Cupboards - Kitchens - Bathrooms
Renovation and Restoration

From the Rectory

Summer is here! For many, despite
the variable British climate, that
means more time outside, enjoying
hopefully warmer weather and the
beauty of the countryside which
surrounds us. I especially enjoy walks between our
villages and bike rides with my family at this time of
year, when we often try and take some snacks with us
or stop at a local pub for refreshment! If you find
yourself on a walk or ride through our villages, do
remember that our church buildings are always open
during the day for any passer-by.

There is something about being outdoors and
appreciating the wonder of creation which may
naturally lead to praise and thanksgiving. This is
echoed in the Bible in psalm 19: ‘The heavens declare
the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of His
hands’ and in these words of the prophet Isaiah: ‘the
whole earth is full of His glory’. These inspiring
words remind us that, as the poet Gerard Manley
Hopkins put it: ‘the world is charged with the
grandeur of God’. They may also give us a deeper
sense of the sublime, and help us to cherish the world
around us.

COUNTRY GARDENS &
LANDSCAPES

FULLY QUALIFIED AND INSURED
REFERENCES AVAILABLE
B AS FEATURED IN GARDENERS WORLD MAGAZINE

HARD AND SOFT LANDSCAPING, PATIOS,
BLOCK PAVING, DRIVEWAYS, FENCING, TREE
SURGERY, HEDGE CUTTING, TURFING,
GARDEN MAINTENANCE, PLANTING

MOB: 07795 364135
TEL: 01440761028
ALEX.COLMAN@BTINTERNET.COM

T: 07742 032859

E: jamesuk8s@icloud.com .
Find me on Instagram use my QR code |Ofe4XA:

With this in mind, this summer we plan to have an
outdoor service once a month within our group of
churches. Indeed, there are now an increasing number
of churches around the country who do something
similar. In some places it’s called Forest Church or
Walking Church; we have settled on calling it
Outdoor Church! There will be the opportunity to
walk, talk, listen to a reading, and be attentive to the
beauty of the world around us, as well as giving
thanks for the gift of creation. All are welcome to
come along, and please feel free to contact me if
you’d like to find out more.

As we look forward to the beauty of summer and the
great outdoors, let’s also find times to be attentive; to
recognise the wonder and mystery of places, people
and things. This in turn may help us to feel more
fully human; to be grateful for simply being alive; and
to share this joy with others.

Revd lain McColl

Bells of St Mary’s Church

Residents of Weston Colville at Church End / Mill
Hill may have been startled to hear the bells of

St Mary’s chiming in recent weeks — probably the first
time they have sounded for more than 25 years — and
perhaps you heard them on the afternoon of the
coronation, or for the service at St Mary’s the
following day.

As someone in the village remarked, back in January,
“They’ve rung for the coronation of every monarch
since there have been bells in that church; won’t it be
a shame if they’re silent this time around?”

So over the last few weeks a little group came
together to make sure this didn’t happen. This group
was made up almost exclusively of people who had


http://www.chestnuttreepub.co.uk
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HOME ANIMAL CARE

Let me take care of your pets,
while you are out at work or away R
on holiday. I am a very responsible
and reliable registered Pet Sitter, with many years’
experience. I am fully insured and would like to
have the opportunity to care for your pets.

Phone: Catherine 01223 291411 /07778 921334

www.homeanimalcare.co.uk

info@homeanimalcare.co.uk
catherineneale9@icloud.com

Thurlowys s MOT & CAR CARE CENTRE

The Street - Great Thurlow - Suffolk CB9 7LA
GARAGE Tel: 01440 783248 www.thurlowgarage.co.uk

Digital recording of Service History
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personal service call now.

never pulled a bell rope before, including eight
children and young people.

| The bells at

St Mary’s are not
cleared for full-
circle ringing and
can currently only
be ‘chimed’;
nevertheless, this
didn’t stop
everyone learning
to chime ‘in thirds’
and to make a

' reasonably
recognisable sound
of church bells in
rounds. We rang
for 35 minutes
before the special
coronation service
on Sunday 7t May,
and again at noon to
mark the loyal toast.

Before all this could

kg - ..
.“ LG begin it was
necessary to get the
bells looked over by

an expert, and we are grateful to the Diocesan Bell
Advisor, Tom Ridgman, for his visit and report, which
left us with a long list of things to do! With enormous
help from Oliver Mills and John Heald we have made
our way down this list.

We must also thank Dr Mike Rowland for his input
and for hosting our little group at St Andrew’s, West
Wratting, to improve our technique, which he
certainly achieved.

The first sounding of the bells at St Mary’s in a
generation has been registered and recorded as part of
the nationwide ‘Ring for the King’ coronation
initiative.
With a little further work, it may be possible to
recommence full-circle ringing at
St Mary’s. The exciting question now is: where do
we go from here? Anyone interested please get in
touch.

lan Ashbridge (ian@agrarian.biz)
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RINGING For THE CORONATION OF
KING CHARLES III & QUEEN CAMILLA

On Sunday, 7th May 2023
Weston Colville, Cambridgeshire
St Mary

Chiming
Chimed rounds in thirds in celebration of the coronation of
Charles 111
Kaye MorrlsA Maureen Garrod
Esther Morris ; .
Emmeline Ashbridge
John Heald . .
Beatrice Ashbridge
Anna Heald e
. George Ashbridge
Sam Heald Ian Ashbridge
Alex Heald ) &

Emma Kaye Jane Wheeler

First sounding of bells for a service in at least 25 years




West Wratting Football

The Seniors First Team won the Cambridgeshire
Senior League (top photo), and the Seniors Reserves
won the Cambridgeshire County Division 1A League.
Both teams have worked extremely hard, and winning
managers Lee and Sean, Andy, Brian and all are very
proud of, and happy with, their amazing
achievements.

Blanche Miller

West Wratting Youth Football

Youth football has finished for the season, and we
want to celebrate the accomplishments of all the
teams. The Under 13s did especially well, having
won their league.

We want to remind West Wratting and the surrounding
villages that there is room for more football teams at
the club. If anyone has an interest in helping set up
new youth teams or a women's football team, please
get in touch.

Fundraising is underway to regenerate the old
bowling green behind the pavilion. We hope to install
a multipurpose court for 5-a-side football, hockey,
basketball, netball etc. We hope that this will
encourage more team sports to make use of the
pavilion and facilities.

Chris Hodson
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FIELD COMPOST LTD

WE’LL HELP YOUR GARDEN GROW

, i

3

\ Woodchip

Soil Improvers
Co mposts

."\."l; nure (.F‘I E L DJ;'J

Soil
Bark =N =

Mulch
Sand and
Gravel
Lawn Care

www.fieldcom post.co.u k

sales(etfieldc IH']'I['H st.co.uk

01440 966966
Jigsaws Galore

I have jigsaws galore, mainly 1,000 or 500 pieces, in
the garage of Nine Chimneys House in Balsham.

Please come and have a look and perhaps take some
away to do.
Joanna Sanders (sanderschimneys@uwclub.net)

THE TOP HAT
CHIMNEY SWEEP

Contact Stephan on:

07805 335824

E: Stephanrp.47@gmail.com

A 1st class service for every
type of domestic chimney

GARDEN MAINTENANCE
We offer a professional and reliable service
from lawn mowing to new planting projects.

Other services include tree surgery and
hedge cutting.
Please telephone Zara or Francis at

Napier Garden Planning
Tel : 07946 382614

Westley Waterless, Newmarket

e-mail: napierfz@aol.com
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TIM PHILLIPS & Co.
Accountants

Independent, specialist service for:

Small Business ¢ Self Assessment
Personal Taxation

Free initial consultation — no obligation
EASY, FREE PARKING

Copley Hill Business Park, Cambridge Rd., Babraham
Off A1307 between Wandlebury and Babraham

Tel: 01223 830044. www.tpaccounts.co.uk

Linton Complementary
Health Centre

2B Bartlow Road, Linton, CB21 4LY

« Acupuncture
« Shiatsu

« Massage

Telephone: 01223 891145
Email: enquiries@lintonhealth.co.uk

Collection for Ukraine

The collection held in late
April for food, hygiene and
medical items, so desperately
needed in Ukraine, prompted another marvellous
response and demonstrated the enduring support for
the plight of those adversely affected in Ukraine.

Tony Collett, Saffron Walden Rotary

Rotary

in Saffron Walden

West Wratting Parish Council

This is a précis of the minutes taken at the parish
council meeting held on 11t May. The date had to be
changed due to insufficient councillors being
available to attend.

Election of Chairman, Vice-Chairman: the position
of Chairman was left open and Cllr Williams-Gray
agreed to remain as Vice-Chairman. ClIr Parsons
agreed to be representative on the Sports Pavilion
Committee and ClIr Roberts will be asked if he will
continue to also be a representative as he was not
present.

Planning: the clerk was asked to enquire from the
Planning Dept whether the work being carried out on
the Boreham site was permitted as planning
permission had not yet been granted. Also to enquire
about 22/02487, where work has been carried out
although the planning permission had been refused.

Finance: the internal audit documents were signed;
Statement of Accounts and bank reconciliation also
signed following approval by the council. An
exemption letter sent to the external auditors was
minuted as being in order.

The authorised payments are shown on the draft
minutes to be posted on the noticeboards and on the
website.

Maintenance: the risk management assessment had
been carried out, necessary for the internal audit, and
quotes are being sought for refurbishment of some of
the village assets, eg the bus shelters and the pump.
Some of the tidying up could be done by volunteers.

Correspondence: SCDC has confirmed receipt of
the Assets of Community Variation.

It was agreed to donate £100 to MAGPAS Air
Ambulance following receipt of a letter. They had
attended two emergencies in the village.

Village Hall: Martin Davey and Tim Bonfield are
happy to continue to represent the council on the
Village Hall Management Committee, for which our
thanks.

The present trustees on the Land Registration
document re ownership of the village hall are no
longer on the council or living in the village. The
clerk will consult a solicitor.

Recreation Ground: the RoSPA safety inspection
has been carried out satisfactorily on the play area.

It was agreed that bark should be purchased for areas
where required.

The next parish council meeting will be on Monday
10th July at 8 pm. All are welcome.
Jenny Richards, Parish Clerk
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West Wratting Village Hall
Licensed for entertainment and sale of alcohol

Ideal for:
o weddings, family functions, children’s parties, meetings,
fundraising events & performances

e spacious stage, modern kitchen & separate bar area
o disabled facilities o excellent sound system
o furniture, crockery, etc also available for hire

01223 290270
wwvhbookings@gmail.com
www.westwratting.org.uk/village-hall/

O New Foot Health Clinic
N4~ now open in Withersfield
RCOSE HILL

Caroline Pinkham-Smith

MCFHP MAFHP

Nail trimming, Corns, Callus, Cracked heels,
Fungal & Thickened nails,
Ingrowing toenails, Athlete’s foot, Verrucas

01440 421798
www.rosehillfoothealth.co.uk

West Wratting Parish Council

Extracts from the minutes of the West Wratting
Annual Parish Meeting, held on Monday 15th May.

Chairman’s Report: see separate document.
Following the chairman’s report a presentation was
made to the chairman, who is retiring after nine years
as a councillor and four years as chairman. She was
thanked for what was not always an easy task but
which she managed in a most capable and
understanding way.

Parish Lands & Properties: quotes have been
sought and received for maintenance work on the
Pump House, the bus shelters and the village sign. It
is hoped that some of the maintenance will be done by
volunteers.

Any Questions: new residents to the village asked if
the parish council had communication with Highways
regarding speeding, and how planning applications
were dealt with. The Chairman explained that there
were close links with Highways and at present an
application for a 20 mph speed limit within the village
had been submitted. The 40 mph bufter zone had
been instigated by the council several years ago, and
monitoring the traffic with Speedwatch equipment
was continuous. She then explained how the parish

HackettGriffey

chartered certified accountants

As a long established Haverhill firm we are the natural choice
for all your accountancy and tax requirements

Contact Jon Griffey, Philip Hackett or Simon Iron or just call in
to our offices on the Market Square, 2 Mill Road, Haverhill

@ 01440 762024

www. hackettgriffev.com

council dealt with planning applications, which the
council was expected to comment on, either for or
against. Planning meetings were held when
necessary.

Chairman’s Report

Since our last meeting there have been several
changes to the membership of the council. Councillor
Locke has resigned. On behalf of the council and
residents, I thank her for the excellent work she has
done and made our community a better place. She
will be greatly missed. We have a new councillor,
Clir Parsons, Welcome. Cllr Williams Grey is
elected as vice-chairman.

The last year has presented many challenges. WWPC
has been in constant discussions with relevant
authorities to provide a community communications
hub. The council seeks to support statutory and
emergency services in the local community through
the provision of information, local social assistance
and communication. Contributions are made to local
charities such as Age Concern and the air ambulance
which was recently called to two emergencies.

The council has continued to carry out a range of
village activities including maintenance of verges, the
Pocket Park, and the recreation ground. There is
liaison with the relevant authorities to repair potholes
and clear gullies and drains.

Many residents volunteer in different ways; examples
include litter picking, tidying verges, helping those in
need, raising funds for charity and more. We are so
lucky that so many people have a sense of community.
The council would like to thank all those in our
village and beyond for all the good neighbour acts
helping those who are in need.

The council holds a large number of properties and
lands in the village, some small (two noticeboards,



http://www.hackettgriffey.com

Paul Nicholson Painting & Decorating

All Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken

Paul Nicholson

T o

01638 508227 18 Sheriffs Court

07890 118021 Burrough Green
paulnicholson418@gmail.com Newmarket

benches and the Pound etc) and some very large
(including the sports pavilion and village hall). A risk
assessment was carried out and it was noted that
repairs are needed on the pump and stand and the
village sign. Quotations are underway for this.

The village hall is such a valuable and important asset
and my thanks go to the Village Hall Management
Committee. Not only have they maintained the fabric
of the hall but improved it. The hall is now fully
operational and in a strong financial position. Mr
Davey and Mr Bonfield have agreed to be the
representatives on the Village Hall Committee on
behalf of the council. Mr Davey is exploring
installing broadband in the hall.

The recreation ground and sports pavilion are
excellently managed by the Sports Pavilion
Committee and football club. A grant was obtained to
refurbish the changing rooms. There are proposals for
solar panels and a change of use for the no-longer-
used bowling green. I have resigned as
representative, and Cllrs Roberts and Parsons have
been nominated. The AGM is due to take place on the
17t May.

Cllr Parsons, on behalf of WWPC, is now maintaining
the defibrillator at the sports pavilion.

The council has a wonderful refurbished playground,
much admired by several villages and well used and
well maintained. A safety inspection by RoSPA has
taken place and some minor issues will be addressed.
A request is made to replenish the bark.

The council has taken the step again of raising the
precept by the RPI. It is important to note that it is
recommended that the council hold at least a year and
a half’s precept in reserve. The financial position is
good, with adequate reserves of money.
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Charter House
Burrough Green
Newmarket
Suffolk CB8 9NG

JAGGARD & SON

FIREWOOD

quality logs cut and split to requirement
COAL

solid fuel to suit all fires

MULCH

graded woodchip for gardens etc

01638 507330 07766 566226
rdjaggardandson@btinternet.com

Road safety is taken very seriously by the council and
current projects involve Highways road safety
measures to bring awareness of speeding. The council
had purchased its own speed devices, and now poles
to support these devices, and would like to thank

Mr M Davey and Mr T Bonfield and other volunteers
for their continuing work on Speed Watch. The
council has applied for a Local Highways Initiative
grant to purchase further speed restriction, eg sharks
teeth and gating. Cllr Chandler is working with
SCDC to restrict the speed in the village to 20 mph.
County Cllr Batchelor is investigating signs saying
‘Not Suitable for HGVs’ in the roads approaching the
village. At the request of residents there are now
dedicated spaces for parking for residents of Hayter
Close.

There are proposals to continue with maintenance and
improvement of the Pocket Park to promote a wildlife
habitat.

The Challenge magazine is supported by the council
and is very useful resource for all. Thank you to the
editor and all other contributors, and also to Dr Mike
Rowland for managing the village website.

I would like to thank all the parish, district and county
councillors and C McCall, as foot path officer, for the
generous time and effort that they give so freely to the
West Wratting parish.

Congratulations to Rachel and Pete for their hard
work of running The Chestnut Tree, not just as a
successful business but as a community hub. Their
hard work is greatly respected and held in high regard.

Lastly but importantly I would like to give my
personal thanks and on behalf of the PC, to Jenny
Richards, the parish clerk, for all her assistance,
advice and professional expertise.

Mira Nichols, Chair of Parish Council
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PEST CONTROL SERVICES
AGRICULTURAL AND DOMESTIC

CLUSTER FLIES, LOFT AREA,
RABBITS, RATS,
MICE, WASPS & INSECTS

CONTACT R DANIELS
01223 290570/ 07773 682676

Reed Flooring

Measure . Supply . Fit

* Carpets, Vinyl and more

» Experienced, professional and friendly service

* Free no-obligation quotation

* Domestic and commercial — a wide range of products to suit all
budgets

» Samples brought to you in the comfort of your own home/workplace

* Measuring and fittings arranged for a time that suits you

* Unbeatable prices

07909 110772 01279 815185
reedflooring@gmail.com  www.reedflooring.co.uk

West Wratting Village Hall — the management
committee has held five meetings this year.

Village hall use returned to normal with the
resumption of Tai Chi, FitSteps and the Saturday
Café. Sadly there was a mid-year break in the Keep
Fit sessions, due to the personal circumstances of the
leader. These are now back on track. We also have
new regular bookings for dog physiotherapy sessions.

At the start of the year we reinstated our normal hall
hire fees. Despite the recent substantial rise in energy
costs we decided not to increase our fees this year, but
we will keep this under review. Our bank balance is
lower than this time last year because of increased
maintenance expenditure but our financial situation
remains healthy.

Maintenance issues have kept us busy. Following a
number of remedial measures the 5 year Electrical
Installation Condition Report (NICEIC) is now
satisfactory. Subsequently a defective ceiling light
and emergency light have been replaced. Sticking fire
exit doors have been eased. The internal kitchen door
and bi-fold doors continue to stick intermittently as
the building moves, probably with changes in the
weather. This is not new and we don’t have an
answer to the problem.

We are still collecting quotes for painting the north
facade of the hall.

The faulty front door lock has been replaced and the
13 key-holders have been issued with new keys.

Routine servicing of the fire alarm system and of the
boiler has been completed. We have had one oil fill
of 800 litres.

Externally, we now pay for grass cutting and hedge
cutting and these have been well maintained. A
deficiency in the rear boundary fence was allowing
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adventurous children to access the Lamb Yard. This
gap has now been boarded up.

Once again I thank the committee for their continuing
support and decision making during the past year.
Maggie Attewell and Mick Lock have again kept
bookings and financial accounting on an even keel.
Diana Edwards has produced excellent minutes of our
meetings and ensured that all our technical servicing
and inspections were carried out in a timely manner.
Again, I thank you all for your inputs.

Chairman, Village Hall Management Committee

West Wratting Café — this is held in the village
hall on the first Saturday of every month,

10.30 - noon, when fresh coffee and homemade cakes
are prepared and served by a rotating group of
helpers.

Toys are available in the hall for children. Donations
for coffee and cake provide the cafe with funds to
support local causes, most recently the Granta School
garden.

There is usually a good turn out and a buzzing
atmosphere.
Jan and Sherry

d’Abo Tennis Club — the club continues to thrive,
with the court being used on a regular basis by a
strong family membership. The club’s finances are
sound with a reserve being built up to pay for a new
court in the future. The court surface has been
recently cleaned and will be repainted in the coming
year. It continues to play well, with a convenient
online court booking system. New members

are always welcome, and existing and new

members can sign up and pay online via our website.

Further information for prospective members is
available on our website — www.westwrattingtennis.co.uk/




01638 428 060
01223 832 928
www.Rothwells.biz

Rothwells
Carpet Cleaning

Carpet Cleaning
Stone Floor, Upholstery & Rug Cleaning
A few points that make us stand out from the others,

Rothwell’s has been in business since 1993.
We're an honest local family firm.

Our large truck mounted machines mean more cleaning
& drying power for the best results possible.
Members of both the NCCA and TACCA.

We will move the furniture for a thorough clean.
100% satisfaction or it's FREE.

Call Oliver and Max Campbell for expert help today.

Lunch Club - Peter at The Chestnut Tree has
continued to provide us with scrumptious lunches
every third Thursday of the month. This service is
much appreciated and valued by all attendees. Thank
you to Peter and Rachel for all the good times we
have had and in particular, for the huge effort they put
in through lockdown to ensure we were able to deliver
hot meals to so many in our villages.

Suan Rowland

West Wratting Football Club

Seniors report — Lee Miller, manager of the First team
with assistant Shaun Sowdon, are very pleased and
proud with the team winning the Cambridgeshire
Senior League, an amazing achievement.

Andrew Gage and Brian Holmes, Reserves Managers,
are also very pleased and proud with the Reserve team
winning the Cambridgeshire County Division 1A
League.

The First team and Reserves both also won the
Leagues in 2017 under Michael Bavester.
Blanche Miller

M

CARPENTRY
ALL CARPENTRY WORK UNDERTAKEN

FREE QUOTES: MATT GRIGG-PETTITT 07807 968 661

FRIENDLY RELIABLE SERVICE | www.mgpcarpentry.co.uk
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CUTTING & COLOURING
HAIR BY JO DENNY

/

WOMEN | MEN | CHILDREN

41 LINTON HIGH STREET | T:01223 893 285

(BEHIND BOSWELL'S BAKERY)

NOTYS dIVH SdOW

¥ 2 ladies
/' \ thatmulch

Garden design &
Garden maintenance

www.ladiesthatmulch.co.uk
info@ladiesthatmulch.co.uk

R BRISTLEY

9 COLLINGS PLACE, NEWMARKET

BRUSH ELECTRIC SWEEP

Very Clean
Family Business
Public Liability Insurance

3 Newmarket (01638) 662439

Est 1974

® All Chimneys Swept

® Solid Fuel, Oil & Gas

® Cowls, Nets & Pots Fitted *
® Stoves Repaired & Inspected B

® Carpets Cleaned T
e Competitive Prices T

[ ] | -
. !
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PLAYGROUP
PLEASE ENQUIRE FOR SPA

Email - burrou nplaygroup@gmail.com
Web - bur enplaygroup.weebly.com
15 & 30 HOURS 38 506003 ETSrE N 0

FUNDING 9 3
AVAILABLE FOR «
2-5 YEAR
oLDS
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Weston Colville Annual Parish Meeting

This was held on Wednesday 3rd May, and was
attended by Ray Vidler (Chairman), Bridget Durham
(Vice Chair), John Garrod, Constantine Pagonis,
Jessica Ashbridge (clerk), and five parishioners.

Extract from Chairman’s Report — in the last year
the council has continued to carry out a range of
village maintenance and to support activities
including:

The Platinum Jubilee Celebration — the late
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations in June last
year were attended by a large proportion of the village
and the vast majority hailed it as a great success. |
would like to pass on my thanks to ex-councillor
Ashbridge who chaired the group planning the event.
Unfortunately, there was insufficient support for a
similar event for the King’s Coronation.

Flooding in the village — the flood prevention
working party has built on last year’s successful work
programme by updating the flood plan for the whole
village, and is still looking for support from riparian
landowners and the County Council Highways
department to ensure its actions are completed. Flood
wardens are in place to deal with any incidents. |
would like to thank Councillors Garrod and Durham
for their hard work in delivering this.

Maintenance of roads and verges — the council
implemented its usual verge cutting programme and
continued to provide street lighting for the village. A
notable success was the completion of the drainage
work at Church End and clearing a lot of the road
gully pots on both sides of Mill Hill. Progress was
also made with getting potholes repaired and gullies
and drains cleared. However, it seems a never-ending
task and there are still many more potholes to fix.

Grass and hedge maintenance in the village — the
council continued with its programme of grass cutting
and hedge trimming around the war memorial, at the
Church End playing field, and the play area on the
recreation ground.

Play areas — an annual safety inspection of this
equipment has also been carried out by an outside
expert to ensure it meets current safety standards with
the recommendations raised implemented alongside
all other necessary maintenance work. I would like to
thank ex Councillor Hubbard for carrying this out.
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Annual budget for the parish — 1 am pleased to be
able to report there will be no increase in precept for
2023/24.

I would like to end by thanking all my fellow
councillors and our clerk for their time and effort in
supporting the work and objectives of the council. 1
would also like to appeal for new members of the
council to fill the two existing vacancies, to further
the council’s work.

Ray Vidler, Chairman

Report on The Warm Hub, by a member of the
Reading Room Trust — the hub opened on

14th November 2022, and had 81 openings up to

3rd May. There had been 618 visits so far. The
highest attendance day was the Bosnian Lunch (30),
the lowest attendance had been zero! 16 volunteers,
to whom the Reading Room Trust were extremely
grateful. had been running morning and afternoon
shifts.

The scheme was funded primarily by SCDC via
ACRE and the WCPC. The Reading Room put up
£500 and agreed to underwrite the project. Significant
sums (over £600) had been received in donations from
lunches and events.

Had it been a success? Yes and no. It didn’t reach
people who wanted to work in a warm place. We
know of some villagers who were still at home in the
cold alone. So, the Warm Hub concept may have
been mistaken, BUT we have had some very
important one-to-one conversations with a few people
who were clearly lonely, perhaps depressed and in
need of a friendly chat. This had included villagers
who had been recently bereaved, or who had lost pets,
and those who were carrying other burdens such as
illnesses or delayed operations. They just needed a
listening ear. There had been a few regular visitors
who didn’t join in the crowded events.

Several new ideas had really taken off, eg lunches,
IT clinics, and veterinary advice sessions.

It had been cheaper to run than we thought. The
Reading Room was quite efficient to heat. Other new
hubs had reported similar outcomes.

We are looking to organise one or two more events/
activities like health support with Linton Navigators
and low impact exercise. ACRE came up with more
funding, sufficient to open on Wednesdays and
Fridays, possibly until the end of June.



Public Comments and Questions

A parishioner raised concerns about speeding entering
and leaving the village at Church End. Vehicles were
travelling at great speeds up and down the hill, where
there were large vehicles exiting the property at the
top of hill, and there was a dip in the road obscuring
traffic. She asked about whether the speed limit could
be lowered, and was advised that as it was the edge of
the village this probably wouldn’t be successful. She
asked about the use of a Speed Indicator Device
(SID). The council has the use of the SID one week
in eight, as it was shared with other councils. It was
suggested that a Local Highways Initiative (LHI)
grant could be applied for, and the council could
investigate purchasing a SID. Last time the SID was
in Weston Colville it was on the hill in Church End.

A parishioner raised concerns about surface water
flooding, and said that it had been the wettest March
for 40 years. The Stour had flowed steadily through
the ditch; however, it had looked high behind the
properties at the junction of Common Road and The
Green. He asked whether the council was aware of a
hedge planting scheme by Highways on Common
Road; the council had not been made aware of the
planting. He also raised concerns regarding planning
enforcement, and was advised that the department is
very slow in responding to queries.

A parishioner asked whether funding could be applied
for to improve the playground on the recreation
ground, as there were a lot of young children in the
village, and the current playground was quite tired.
Funding could come from the Wadlow Windfarm, the
National Lottery, or the parish council. It would be
discussed further in the parish council meeting, but it
was hoped a working party could be put together.

Jess Ashbridge, Parish Clerk

Weston Colville Parish Council

A summary of items discussed at the meeting on
Wednesday 314 May, following the Annual Parish
Meeting, is below. For the full minutes please visit
www.westoncolville.org

Officers and Representatives:

Chairman Cllr Vidler
Vice-chairman Cllr Durham
Financial Overseer  Cllr Garrod

Combined Parishes Meeting Rep ClIr Vidler

Footpaths ClIr Durham

June 2023

Tree Warden Cllr Garrod

Flood Wardens Cllrs Garrod and Durham,
Alistair Douglas, Peter White,
Faye Parker

Playgrounds Cllrs Pagonis and Rayner

Co-opted Councillor Emma Rayner

District and County Councillors’ Reports were
received. ClIr Batchelor expressed his thanks to the
parish council for all they did to support the village.
He was asked if there was any progress on potholes,
and he advised that the clerk should email with any
that were causing particular problems. He was also
asked about the LHI (Local Highways Initiative)
scheme, and applying for MVASs (Mobile Vehicle
Activated Signs) following discussions at the Annual
Parish Meeting. The LHI was only now awarded
annually in January; ClIr Batchelor advised that
councils could also apply directly to purchase MVASs
from the County Council, at a discounted rate.

Flooding — concerns were raised about the ditch
between the Recreation Ground and the neighbouring
paddock. The clerk will contact the farm manager at
West Wratting Estate to add it to the list for clearing.

Coronation Event — a decision had been made by the
Reading Room not to host a Coronation event on the
recreation ground due to changes in their insurance
policy. There would be a celebratory church service
on 7t May, followed by refreshments, and the bells
would be chimed by children from the village, for the
first time in more than 25 years.

Bus Shelter Vandalism — the bus shelter outside the
Reading Room did not belong to the parish council.
The clerk was asked to establish ownership with the
Reading Room. The bus timetable had been removed,
and the clerk would get it reinstated.

Playground — the Play Equipment Safety report from
David Bracey was received, and Cllrs Pagonis and
Rayner would work through it. Brackets were
required for the basket swing at Church End; it was
believed that these had already been purchased by a
former Cllr. ClIr Pagonis would check. It was
suggested that a working party could be established to
rejuvenate the play area at the recreation ground, and
the clerk would place an advert in Challenge asking
for volunteers.

Date of next meeting — 31d July.
Jess Ashbridge, Parish Clerk



Linton & District Historical Society

Resplendent in his livery of scarlet tunic, black
tricorne, blue waistcoat, black breeches and white
stockings, Mike Wabe the town crier of Watton made
sure no-one slept at our May meeting whilst giving an
account of the history and anecdotes of his profession
which have been passed down through time.
Interspersed with the ringing of the town crier bell,
Mike cheerfully entertained us for our final session
until we resume in September.

We hope those supporting us throughout the difficult
times of late have found something of interest.
Thanks must go to Marion who has the unenviable
task of compiling a list of speakers as well as running
our raffle. Also to Del and her helpers who make sure
refreshments are available.

Margaret Creek (ldhscambs@gmail.com,

893915 or 678835)

oW

INSPIRING WOMEN

Balsham W1

Our May meeting was a celebration of

the recent Coronation — members made

themselves a crown to wear whilst

enj oylng a buffet supper and taking part
g ' "Igﬁ #in a royal quiz.

: Everyone enjoyed

celebrations, and
some brought along
memorabilia of past
coronations to show.
We then had a reverse raffle and toasted the new King
and Queen before joining in singing the National
Anthem.

At our next meeting on 13t June a visit to see the
Balsham Maze has been arranged, followed by tea
and cake.

We are a friendly bunch, and new members are
always welcome. Our meetings are held on the
second Tuesday of each month at 7.30 pm in the
Pavilion.

Debbie Mower
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The Meadow Primary School, Balsham

Summer term means swimming! All children are
taught by our swimming instructor weekly in our own
school pool. We are so fortunate to still have this

facility and also parents who

have very kindly
donated towards the
very expensive
running costs. The children love these sessions and it
is such an important life skill to learn from an early
age.

Year 6 have completed their SATS (Standard
Assessment Tests) in English (reading
comprehension; spelling, grammar and punctuation),
Maths (arithmetic and two reasoning papers) and
Writing. Whatever the results, we know how hard the
children have worked and we also know that the tests
do not reflect their character, personality,
achievements and the amazing children they are. Our
Teaching Assistants came to school early and cooked
a banquet each morning for all of the Year 6 children:
cereal, toast, fruit and bacon rolls. We were
absolutely amazed at the amount of food our children
consumed but this definitely set them up for the day!

We celebrated the King’s coronation with the children
dressed in red, white and blue and regal headwear, and
participating in different activities culminating in a
whole-school recital of ‘God Save the King’ and a
picnic lunch, indoors as the weather was not as kind
as we had hoped. We had a great day!

Nicky Butcher, Deputy Head

s
/1

Please contact

- Tel: 07777 676766 E: bradley.goss@hot .com




Marsh Mail

We were really pleased to be the venue once again for
the Linton Children’s Book Festival, a fantastic
weekend of literary talks and workshops for children
of all ages, including amazing visiting authors and
illustrators. Many LVC students took part as
volunteers and also benefited from sessions before the
festival during the school day. It was lovely to see so
many families enjoying the great variety of activities
on offer, include a petting zoo in our Drama Studio!

LVC students have access to the Henry Morris
Memorial Trust, a local charity that makes cash
awards to young people aged 13 - 19 in
Cambridgeshire. The fund was established to support
individuals or groups of students to engage with travel
or home-based projects. Many LVC students have
benefited from enriching and educational experiences
as a result of this opportunity.

This year, Kuba Chatkowski in Year 9 was amongst
the students who were successful in achieving a
financial grant from the Trust. He made use of this to
independently
initiate a visit to
meet the Prime
Minister of
Romania over the
Easter holidays at
Victoria Palace in
Bucharest. Kuba’s
interview was
recorded and
photographed and he received a state medal from the
Prime Minister in recognition of his initiative. I am
really proud of Kuba for the Linton Learner qualities
that he demonstrated.

R

Helena Marsh

[cocoon]

wellbeing + beauty
Waxing
OPI manicures + pedicures
Comfort Zone Facials
Massage + aromatherapy
Gifts + vouchers
inner lather Soaps

07527 879135

’/:,f"' High Street, West Wickham
' . BEAUTY THERAPY & COSMETOLOGY

15

June 2023

R BRISTLEY

9 COLLINGS PLACE, NEWMARKET

SANICLEAN

DRAIN & PLUMBING SERVICES

Drains Unblocked Fast

Toilets, Baths & Sinks
Guttering & Downpipes

Drain Repairs & CCTV Surveys
High Pressure Water Jetting
Domestic & Industrial

All Work Guaranteed

3 Newmarket (01638) 662439

Est. 1974

National Garden Scheme

Clover Cottage, at 50 Streetly
End, West Wickham, CB21 4RP,
will be open for charity on
Sundays 4th and 11th June, from
noon to 4.30 pm, with teas and
plants for sale. More
information at ngs.org.uk.

Shirley Shadford

Four Sawston gardens will open their gates to
visitors on Sunday 2nd July, 1 - 5 pm: Mary Challis
Garden (68 High St), The Orchards (11 Mill Lane),
10 Wynemares, and 34 Cambridge Rd. Collect a map
at the first garden you visit. Entrance £6. Homemade
cakes and tea served in the Mary Challis Garden,

1.30 - 4.30 pm, plus plants for sale. Parking
available in the Co-op car park, but is limited to three
hours.

Mike & Ann Redshaw (01223 834511)

3 i‘! | can take care of everyt

| you from start to finish.
| Following

9 pandemic,
&1 it has neve more important to

! book your travel with your local experienced
z‘ﬂ, e if beflel travel expert!
qu&w

Romy Frow

01223 929 0
un: S,

by yosete!
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JUNE 9.30 am 11.00 am 6.00 pm
4th United Service with Holy Communion —
Balsham, Revd Ben Brady
11th Holy Communion — Holy Communion — Hildersham, Evening Prayer — West Wratting,
Weston Colville, Revd Iain McColl/  |Revd lain McColl/Alastair Collen Revd Ben Brady
Alastair Collen Holy Communion — Balsham,
Morning Worship — West Wickham, |Revd Ben Brady
Steven Wheeler Morning Worship — Little Abington,
Steven Wheeler
18t | Holy Communion — Holy Communion — Great Abington, Evening Prayer — Hildersham,
West Wratting, Revd lain McColl Revd Iain McColl Revd Kathy Bishop
Morning Worship — Morning Worship — Balsham,
West Wickham, Revd Kathy Bishop  |Hannah Threlfall
25t | Holy Communion — Morning Worship — Hildersham, Evening Prayer — Little Abington,
West Wickham, Revd Iain McColl Revd Ben Brady Revd Ben Brady/Steven Wheeler
Morning Worship — Outdoor Church — Balsham, (preaching)
Weston Colville, Steven Wheeler Revd lain McColl
DIARY Revd TIain McColl
01223 890693, mccoll.iain@gmail.com
Rev Ben Brad

JUNE 2023
Sat 3 West Wratting Café
Sun4  Open Garden at Clover Cottage, West Wickham

Sun 11
Tues 13
Wed 14
Thur 15
Fri 16
Mon 19

Open Garden at Clover Cottage, West Wickham
Balsham WI

West Wratting Book Club, The Chestnut Tree
Lunch Club, The Chestnut Tree

Tea & Cakes, Weston Colville

West Wratting Oil Syndicate order cutoff

JULY 2023

Sat 1
Sun 2

Jazz on a Summer Evening, St Mary’s
Open Gardens in Sawston

Mon 3  Weston Colville Parish Council

Sat 8 Circular Walk, from Reading Room
Mon 10 West Wratting Parish Council

Ruth with refreshments after the
Coronation Celebration Service in St Mary's

01223 %44920, revdbenbrady@btinternet.com

Mr Steven Wheeler, Licensed Lay Minister
01223 290396, steven@juicyfruitsuk.com

Churchwardens:

St Mary’s — lan Ashbridge (291344)

St Andrew’s — Sebastian Bain (07736 198101)

Church Administrator: Caroline (Cazzy) Walshe,

7churches.seven@gmail.com, 01223 891443

Weston Colville Parish Clerk: Jess Ashbridge,
clerk@westoncolville.org.uk, 07779 277647

West Wratting Parish Clerk: Jenny Richards,
j.richards597@btinternet.com, 01223 665260

Community Warden: Lucy Cameron,

Lucy.Cameron@AgeUKCAP.org.uk, 07436 102865

Black bins: Monday 12th & 26th June,

Monday 10t & 24th July
Blue & green bins: Monday 5th & 19t June,
Monday 31, 17th & 31st July

Please note changes to Mobile Library times

Mobile Post Office: Thursdays, Reading Room car park,
Weston Colville, 12.30 - 1.30 pm
Mobile library: fourth Thursday: 22nd June, 27t July
High Street, West Wratting 11.10 - 11.50 am
Reading Room, Weston Green  12.00 - 12.35 am
Mill Hill, Weston Colville 12.40 - 1.05 pm

Editor: Anne Bragg (editor@challengemag.co.uk)
Thank you for all your articles, news, etc. If these are sent by
email, they are always acknowledged; if you don’t get a reply,

your items haven’t been received, so please resend. Some
contributions may have to be edited, to fit the space available,
and are published at the discretion of the editor.

Copy date for July issue:
Tuesday 20th June
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