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West Wratting All-Village Photo 
It seems a long time since the rainy, cool day of the 
Platinum Jubilee, but we promised there would be 
another try at an all-village photo before the summer 
was out. 
Do try and make the date, Sunday 25th September at 
4 pm in the churchyard, so that, if possible, everyone 
will be in the picture! 

Tea and Cakes 
Our next date is Friday 16th September, 3.30 - 5 pm in 
Weston Colville Reading Room.  We’re looking 
forward to seeing neighbours after the summer 
holidays, for a cuppa and a chat. 

Val and the team 

West Wratting Café 
After a break in August we're looking forward to 
welcoming everyone to the café in West Wratting 
village hall on Saturday 3rd September, 10.30 am to 
noon.  There will the usual coffee/ tea and delicious 
home-made cakes, and a produce stall!  Hope you can 
join us.  

Sherry (290070) and Jan 

West Wratting Book Club 
During our summer break we read two books from the 
‘Big Jubilee Read’ book list: ‘The Adoption Papers’ 
by Jackie Kay and ‘The Nowhere Man’ by Kamala 
Markandaya, which we will discuss on Wednesday 
14th September at 7.30 pm in The Chestnut Tree.  Do 
join us to have a chat and share refreshments while we 
discuss the books.  Don’t worry if you didn’t like or 
finish them – your input will still be valued.  
Suggestions of books to read are always welcome. 

Linda Gorman  (290653) 

Weston Colville Reading Room – ‘Pub’ Quiz 
We’ll be holding our next quiz on Wednesday  
21st September at 8 pm and this time the winning team 
from April will be defending the new trophy – could 
you take it off them?  Come as a fully-formed team, 
or make one when you arrive.  Up to five per team, 
entry £2 per person.  Bar includes wine, cider and 
draft ale.  All welcome, enquiries: 
jacquelinetheteacher@hotmail.com, 291475  

Weston Colville Oil Co-operative  
Ordering deadline: noon, Sunday 11th September. 
Church End to the bottom of Mill Hill:   
  Alastair Douglas (291475, or salguoda@hotmail.co.uk) 
Chapel Road, Common Road, Horseshoe Lane: 
  Anne Vidler (290010, or anne.vidler@talk21.com) 
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Weston Colville Folk Evening  
On Saturday 1st October, the Reading Room 
welcomes back 'Camus' (pronounced 'car-mus') 
featuring our very own David Somerville.  Their April 
concert had to be cancelled due to Covid, but when 
they played here about three years ago, they were very 
well received and if you missed it, or if you'd like the 
chance to see them again, come along! 
Lockdown prevented them getting together for many 
months, but they’ve been enjoying getting back to 
playing live music again in recent months and are 
now working as a four-piece band.  They have 
recently appeared on BBC Radio Cambridgeshire and 
performed at the St Neots and Ely Folk Festivals, the 
Cambridge Folk Club, and the Black Fen Folk Club in 
Cambridge. 
              David Somerville – Northumbrian 

small pipes, keyboard 
Greg Smith – fiddle, viola, 

vocals 
Andrew Burn – melodeon, 

Northumbrian small pipes, vocals 
Brian Cleary – guitar, bouzouki, vocals 

The four friends have been playing together in various 
folk bands for over 40 years and their music is an 
eclectic mix of material from the folk traditions of 
countries including England, Scotland, Ireland, USA, 
and Spain, as well as self-penned tunes and songs.  
As David says: ‘If we like the tune we'll play it’.     
As their first performance was so popular, rather than 
donations, we’re taking bookings this time:  
* £5 a ticket (proceeds to Jimmy’s Night Shelter); 
* book your seat in advance then either pay on the 
door, or request bank details; 
* to book: jacquelinetheteacher@hotmail.com / 291475; 
* refreshments available. 

Jacqueline Douglas 

Book Exchange at Church End 
With the holiday season drawing to a 
close, we think it’ll soon be time for a 
rotation.  If you’d like to catch what’s in 
the book exchange at the moment, now’s 
your chance, then at the start of October, we’ll do a 
big swap.   
In the meantime, your summer reads would be very 
welcome, so drop off any you have, either in the red 
box in the phone box or on one of our doorsteps.  
Alternatively, we can collect if you call Joyce (07980 
404764).  As always, happy reading! 

Joyce, Jackie B, Emma K and Jacqueline, 
Community Bookworms 
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R BRISTLEY
9 COLLINGS PLACE, NEWMARKET

• All Chimneys Swept• Solid Fuel, Oil & Gas• Cowls, Nets & Pots Fitted• Stoves Repaired & Inspected• Carpets Cleaned• Competitive Prices• Very Clean• Family Business• Public Liability Insurance
☎ Newmarket (01638) 662439  

Est 1974

BRUSH ELECTRIC SWEEP

Jo’s Cleaning Services

Established 
since 1994

Call me on 
07900 601835

Email me at 
joanne10664@gmail.com

Jo Taylor
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Saturday Supper Club 

Our next get together at the Reading Room will be on 
24th September. 
We’re offering three courses for £15, with a choice of 
two options for each course, BYO drink.  This will be 
at 8 pm in The Reading Room, with a welcome drink 
at 7.30 pm.  If you’d like to come: 
• book by Saturday, 17th September, letting us know 

any dietary requirements; 
• then by Thursday, 22nd September, choose from the 

menu options we’ll have sent you. 
From previous Supper Club evenings: “You'd made 
the Reading Room look really inviting” . . . “Nice to 
catch up on the gossip with people at length” . . . “We 
loved all the food and the welcome cocktail but, most 
of all, the hosts and the convivial company”.  
All welcome; enquiries and bookings:  291475, 
jacquelinetheteacher@hotmail.com   

Pop-up-pub and Pimp-my-Fish 
An autumn ‘village pub’ night with local beers, lagers, 
wine, spirits and soft drinks, will be held on Friday  
7th October in the Reading Room, Weston Colville. 
Condiments and cutlery are available if you would 
like to eat in the Reading Room, or drop into the 
Reading Room ‘pub’ if you’re collecting an order.  
Order online via website  www.pimp-my-fish.co.uk, 
which is usually open from the beginning of the week.  
Reminders will be posted on the village WhatsApp 
and Facebook pages.  
An entertainment area for small children will be 
available, with thanks to Emma from ‘Messy Pups’. 

Reading Room Committee 
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The Chestnut Tree 
West Wratting 

CAMRA Cambridgeshire Pub of the Year 2019 
Handsome Victorian Free House combining the relaxed 

charm of a village local with a traditional menu of 
hearty home cooked food. 

Constantly changing selection of 4 real ales, plus  
a real cider, to enjoy in our fully refurbished bars  

or in our beautiful garden. 
You won’t find any gimmicks here,  

just a great village pub! 
01223 290384 

www.chestnuttreepub.co.uk

Supper Club  n  [                ]  pop-up restaurant, often  
  rural, serving good, homemade, affordable food  
  from a limited menu

http://www.chestnuttreepub.co.uk
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From the Rectory 
September often seems to me like a 
time of fresh starts and new 
challenges.  My children, along with 
many others, return to school, and new 
classes are greeted with a mixture of eagerness and 
trepidation!  Local clubs, groups and events may get 
going again after perhaps a short break or a sleepy 
August.  This seems especially so this year as a 
remarkably hot and dry summer gives way to the 
plans and pre-occupations of autumn.  
One of the groups planning ahead is the youth group 
which I am leading, called Explorers.  It’s been going 
for just over a year now and the monthly meetings are 
a mixture of games and exploring the Christian faith, 
together with some snacks and drinks!  We have also 
enjoyed a couple of outings so far: a ‘hike and hot 
dog’ and a summer barbeque.  When we meet in 
September, however, we will be looking to plan the 
year ahead and reflecting on a theme of boldness and 
courage.  This is partly connected with the new 
challenges at school but also recognises that courage 
and boldness may be needed at many different times 
in life.  It’s always a joy to see how the children in the 
group explore some big questions with interest, 
humour and enthusiasm.  How inspiring! 

This theme was highlighted as well at the special 
confirmation service we held in August, where Bishop 
Dagmar spoke of the challenges those being 
confirmed would face in living out their faith in Jesus, 
and how each would need the support and prayers of 
others.  Bishop Dagmar also gave the example of the 
Bishop of the Amazon whom she met at the recent 
Lambeth conference, who took a boat along the 
Amazon River to visit congregations and faced many 
perils along the way.  What courage and boldness she 
needed as she proclaimed faith, hope and love in her 
part of the world.   
This confirmation service indeed reflects the 
encouragement St Paul gave to the church in Corinth 
when he wrote: “stand firm in the faith; be 
courageous; be strong.”  He also immediately added: 
“Do everything in love”.  How important it is to hold 
all of these things together!  Whatever new challenges 
we may face in the different times and seasons of our 
lives, we too may draw upon this encouragement in 
living out faith, hope and love in our place and time. 

Revd Iain McColl 
PS  If you’d like to learn more about the youth group, 
please feel free to contact me on mccoll.iain@gmail.com 
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The Street · Great Thurlow · Suffolk CB9 7LA 
Tel: 01440 783248   www.thurlowgarage.co.uk

MOT & CAR CARE CENTRE
GARAGE

Digital recording of Service History

For a friendly and reliable 
personal service call now.

 

 
Carpet Cleaning  

Stone Floor, Upholstery & Rug Cleaning 
A few points that make us stand out from the others, 

 

Rothwell’s has been in business since 1993. 
We’re an honest local family firm. 

Our large truck mounted machines mean more cleaning 
& drying power for the best results possible. 

Members of both the NCCA and TACCA. 
We will move the furniture for a thorough clean. 

100% satisfaction or it’s FREE. 
 

Call Oliver and Max Campbell for expert help today. 
 

01638 428 060   
01223 832 928 

www.Rothwells.biz 

∆ Eastern Counties Oil Services
✓ Boiler and range cooker servicing
✓ Grant boilers registered G-One Plus installer
✓ Free 5 or 10 year guarantee on new Grant boilers
✓ Pressurised hot water systems registered installer
✓ All aspects of plumbing and heating work undertaken
✓ 24 hour emergency service available

Weston Colville: 01223 291374 or 07827 810344
john@easterncountiesoilservices.co.uk

Kbroffee
Artisan Sourdough fresh Breads  

delivered to your door  
Breads change on a weekly basis,  

just contact me for the bake list at   
hellokbroffee@gmail.com  
or phone 07894 498364  

or see my website  
www.kbroffee.co.uk 

#kbroffee  
Micro bakery in West Wickham 

 using organic flour

mailto:john@easterncountiesoilservices.co.uk
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Parish Nurse – Kim Cox 
It is with much regret that I have to advise that Kim 
has been obliged to resign from her post as a 
consequence of health issues; she will be much 
missed.  
The Parish Nurse Management Group are committed 
to the continuation of the service and are currently 
seeking to recruit a new nurse (see advertisement 
elsewhere).  Kim has very kindly offered to stay on 
with us during the interim period and although she 
will not normally be able to undertake home visits, 
she will continue to provide telephone support and 
advice wherever possible.  Kim will of course talk to 
all existing patients regarding arrangements for their 
continuing care, but has asked that the following 
message be included with this notice. 

Keith Day 
From Kim Cox – it is with much sadness that I will be 
leaving my Parish Nurse role due to a long-term 
health problem.  In the time I have been working in 
the community I have met so many of you and your 
families and I hope that this service gave you help 
when you needed it the most. 

This, my final nursing role after 40 years, has been the 
most rewarding and I thank you all for your support.  
The Parish Nurse role is vital and creates a much-
needed link to Granta Medical Services.  One GP 
described it as 'the eyes of the community'.  Blessings, 
health and happiness to you all. 

Kim x 
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HOME ANIMAL CARE 
Let me take care of your pets,  
while you are out at work or away 
on holiday.  I am a very responsible 
and reliable registered Pet Sitter, with many years’ 
experience.  I am fully insured and would like to 
have the opportunity to care for your pets. 

Phone: Catherine  01223 291411 / 07778 921334 
www.homeanimalcare.co.uk 
info@homeanimalcare.co.uk 
catherineneale9@icloud.com 

Parish Nurse Vacancy   
(Part time) 

Nursing in the community  
Connecting with the health needs of local people 

We are looking to employ a Registered Nurse 
to work with our Ministry team in partnership 
both with the local NHS Medical Practice 
covering the area and with voluntary community 
groups.  You will be providing a nursing service 
that integrates spiritual, physical, psychological, 
emotional and social health to the local 
community, regardless of their faith. 
2 days (15 hours) per week plus 7 hours per 
month used flexibly (Job share considered) 
Based on NHS Band 5 pay scale.  Applicants 
from any nursing background are welcomed but 
must be willing to undertake the Parish Nursing 
Ministries UK training, and there is a Genuine 
Occupational Requirement for the applicant to 
be a practising Christian. 
For an application pack and full job description 
please contact Mrs Caroline Walshe, 
7churches.seven@gmail.com, 01223 891443     

www.grantavale.org.uk 

Closing date for applications:  
30th September 2022 

Interviews: mid October 
Parish Nurse Training:  

15th – 17th November 2022 
plus three further sessions online. 
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Weston Colville Circular Walk 
In late July’s harvest time we walked in shorts to Yen 
Hall under bright blue skies and temperatures just 
below the heatwave of a few days earlier.  We were 
joined by guests from Stapleford, and indeed all are 
always welcome.   

The next walk will be on Saturday 8th October, 
meeting at 10 am at the Reading Room.  BYO lunch, 
and maybe something to share back in the Reading 
Room afterwards, refreshments available.  Come and 
join us!  

jacquelinetheteacher@hotmail.com,  291475 

West Wratting Progressive Supper 2023 
The progressive supper has taken place many times in 
West Wratting since the early 1990s.  We have found 
it a great way to meet neighbours old and new.  
Everyone involved provides just one course for six 
people in their own home. 
We meet different people at each of the three courses 
and at the end of the evening we all gather together in 
the pub. 
The next supper will be held in January 2023, having 
missed 2021 and 2022.  Please contact me for more 
details. 

Sherry O’Donovan (sherry.odonovan@gmail.com) 

Parking Problems 
West Wratting parish council has received several 
complaints about inconsiderate parking. 
Parking across people’s drives is both inconsiderate 
and potentially dangerous.  A local doctor was on call 
for emergency attendance at Addenbrookes and would 
not have been able to exit the drive.  Lives are 
potentially at risk. 
Constant access is required.  I am sure you agree, if it 
was your relative who needed the emergency care, 
you would not wish attendance at a life-or-death 
situation to be delayed because of selfish parking.   
It would be equally dangerous if emergency services, 
eg fire or ambulance, were not able to access a 
property due to thoughtless parking. 
Furthermore, farmers are experiencing difficulty 
manoeuvring large farm vehicles and thus preventing 
access on narrow local roads, bends and junctions. 
Common sense and reasonableness should mean that 
people do not park in a way which causes 
inconvenience and disruption to others.  The parish 
council wants to encourage considerate and legal 
parking.  Drivers are reminded that parking on the 
pavement causes obstruction  to pedestrians, 
wheelchair users, people with visual impairments, and 
people with prams or pushchairs.  Please avoid 
blocking entrances, dropped kerbs and garages. 
Please do not park on private roads, and do not use  
parking spaces in Hayter Close that are designated for 
residents living there. 

Mira Nichols, Chair, West Wratting Parish Council 

6

As a long established Haverhill firm we are the natural choice 
for all your accountancy and tax requirements 

Contact Jon Griffey, Philip Hackett or Simon Iron or just call in 
to our offices on the Market Square, 2 Mill Road, Haverhill 

! 01440 762024 
www.hackettgriffey.com 

Weston Colville Reading Room 
Available for Hire 

for Parties, Functions, Fitness, Art, Hobby and Music Groups,  
and Meetings.  Recently renovated with kitchen  

and bar facilities and sound equipment. 
Licence for Alcohol and Live Music. 

 01223 290292            www.thereadingroom.org.uk

http://www.hackettgriffey.com
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West Wratting Parish Council 
Below is a resumé of the council meeting held on  
18th July.  The draft minutes are available on the two 
noticeboards. 
Councillors:  at present the council is short of two 
members.  Emma Parsons, who was at the meeting as 
a member of the public, offered to be co-opted and 
she was given the necessary documentation to 
complete ready for the next meeting, when the council 
would need to take a vote. 
Planning: 
a)  22/02252/53 & 22/02487 – it was agreed that this 
application should be supported.  
b)  Borehams’ proposed development:  Cllr Lock had 
received further plans of the proposed development 
with changes made from the original ones.  It was 
agreed that no comments could be made until the full 
plans were available to be discussed by the full 
council.  The chairman had written to SCDC Planning 
Dept concerning the water run-off contamination but 
had heard nothing back.    
c)  Cllr Lock had some concerns about the Clay 
Pigeon Shooting Range set up by Mr Latham off Six 
Mile Bottom Road as shooting was heard after 8 pm.   
The parish clerk was asked to look into the conditions 
set when planning permission was granted. 
Finance:  the full authorised payments & receipts are 
shown on the draft minutes. 
a)  Internal audit:  this has been completed 
satisfactorily and the audit report distributed to all the 
Councillors. 
b)  Parish clerk’s gratuity:  Martin Davey had offered 
to work the figures out and the parish clerk will send 
the necessary information to him. 
Maintenance: 

a)  Highway problems:  Cllr Lock had reported a 
sewage problem on Jubilee Day at Daisy Cottage, 
where sewage had forced its way through their patio 
and also flooded the road.  Highways came very 
quickly and found a lot of fat, wipes etc but also 
concrete.  It is hoped this will be looked into as it is 
necessary to have a fully operational drain system 
before further building development in the village. 
b)  Parking spaces in Hayter Close:  it was agreed 
that a note would be put in Challenge pointing out that 
the parking spaces in Hayter Close are for residents 
only.  The chairman said she would do this. 
c)  Road signage:  Cllr Chandler had reported a 
missing road sign to Highways.  The sign ‘Bull Lane’ 
is at the junction and its loss is causing confusion for 
drivers.  The chairman will raise this at the Combined 
Parish Councils meeting when Highways will be 
present.  
Recreation Ground & Pavilion:  the chairman had 
three keys cut for the gate and gave two to Cllr 
Chandler.  The lower part of the gate is still very 
difficult to open.  Emma Parsons, who is treasurer of 
WWSP, said they are thinking of putting in a keypad 
for access. 
Traffic Issues & Speed Restriction Equipment: 
a)  Speed sign poles:  Martin Davey had reported on 
the project which is being held up by Highways, 
despite it being funded by the parish, and is hoping to 
hear when the job will be carried out. 
b)  Speedwatch:  this continues and it is hoped to 
operate two sessions a month, volunteers and rain 
permitting.  More volunteers are always needed and 
anyone interested please contact the parish clerk.  A 
speeding motorist recorded had received a direct visit 
from the police, which is good feedback. 
Play Area:  all in good order.  Cllr Chandler had 
received a report of a broken post on the pitch, but 
when checked there was no damage to any part of the 
playground.  
Reports by County & District Cllrs:  these are 
available on the website. 
The next parish council meeting will be held on 
Monday 12th September at 8.00 pm.   All are most 
welcome to attend. 

  Jenny Richards, Parish Clerk 
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New Foot Health Clinic  
now open in Withersfield 

Caroline Pinkham-Smith 
MCFHP      MAFHP 

Nail trimming, Corns, Callus, Cracked heels, 
Fungal & Thickened nails,  

Ingrowing toenails, Athlete’s foot, Verrucas 

01440 421798 
www.rosehillfoothealth.co.uk



September 2022

West Wratting Football Club 
West Wratting First team won their first 
league game on Tuesday night, 16th August, 
an amazing 4 - 1 win against Shelford.  On 
Saturday 20th August. they played 
Huntingdon, winning 5 - 1.  All played very well.  
Anyone is very welcome to come and watch and 
support the football.  Everyone is very friendly, with a 
great atmosphere.  
However, the football managers and groundsman are 
once again having to pick up dog poop.  
This is unacceptable and inconsiderate, and very 
dangerous to children and adults.  If caught, the 
owners are fined heavily.   
Please take your poop bags and clear up after your 
dogs.  

Blanche Miller, Sports Pavilion Secretary  
First Team Fixtures: 

Reserves Fixtures: 
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paulnicholson418@gmail.com

Charter House
Burrough Green

Newmarket
Suffolk  CB8 9NG

JAGGARD & SON
FIREWOOD

quality logs cut and split to requirement
COAL

solid fuel to suit all fires 
MULCH

graded woodchip for gardens etc 

01638 507330 07766 566226   
rdjaggardandson@btinternet.com

[cocoon] 
wellbeing + beauty 

Waxing  
OPI manicures + pedicures 
Comfort Zone Facials  
Massage + aromatherapy  
Gifts + vouchers  
inner lather Soaps 

01223 290886 
High Street, West Wickham 
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Nature Notes 
Anne and Ray Vidler had an amazing encounter in 
their Weston Colville garden in August.  A fledgling 
Cuckoo was being fed by a Dunnock AND a 
Blackbird!  A 1972 paper from the BTO Nest Record 
Scheme (available free at www.tandfonline.com/doi/

pdf/10.1080/00063657209476342) states Dunnocks, 
Reed Warblers and Meadow Pipits are by far the main 
hosts for British Cuckoos (2.2 – 3.1% of recorded 
nests parasitised, compared to under 0.1% of 
Blackbird nests).  So it’s likely that the Dunnock 
reared the Cuckoo.  Anne thinks the Blackbird was 
just passing and fed the Cuckoo twice.  The fledgling 
had a bright red gape, which could motivate adults to 
feed it preferentially (Cuckoos grow to be five times 
heavier than Dunnocks, so it's a necessary tactic). 
If you have seen any juvenile Cuckoos or Marsh Tits, 
please let me know at cambsmarti@gmail.com or 
Challenge.  Thanks! 
Warning – arachnophobes read no further . . . 
September is the month when our spider relatives 
come indoors.  I saw a delicate small, black spider 
near the ceiling of a building in West Wratting.  Her 
legs covered an area slightly larger than a 50p piece 
and she had a very faint white stripe round the front of 
her abdomen, with no other visible markings.  The 

animal was very shy, running to hide when 
approached.  It was an adult female Steatoda nobilis, 
the Noble False Widow spider. 
These can – extremely 
reluctantly – deliver a mildly 
venomous bite which feels 
like a wasp’s sting.  Usually, 
the animal has been trapped 
against skin and fears for its 
life.  S. nobilis is Madeiran, so likes warmth.  A friend 
of mine was bitten rolling over onto one in bed, but 
that’s very rare.  Learn more at www.nhm.ac.uk/

discover/how-dangerous-are-false-widow-spiders.html 
Alex Inzani and the South Cambs Ringing Group 
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Topping Rolling Harrowing Weed spraying Fertilising

Please contact Bradley Goss for a free consultation/quotation

Tel: 07777 676766 E: bradley.goss@hotmail.com

PEST CONTROL SERVICES  
AGRICULTURAL AND DOMESTIC 

CLUSTER FLIES, LOFT AREA,  
RABBITS, RATS, 

MICE, WASPS & INSECTS 

CONTACT R DANIELS 

01223 290570 / 07773 682676 

TIM PHILLIPS & Co.
Accountants

Independent, specialist service for:

Small Business • Self Assessment
Personal Taxation

Free initial consultation – no obligation
EASY, FREE PARKING

Copley Hill Business Park, Cambridge Rd., Babraham

Off A1307 between Wandlebury and Babraham

Tel: 01223 830044. www.tpaccounts.co.uk

www.westwratting.org.uk
for information on:

What’s On Directory Parish Council 
Parish History Local Sports Village Hall Events 
Church News Parish Matters Village Calendar

Please send us your contributions, events, 
notices, photos and comments.
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Balsham WI 
We didn’t have an official members’ meeting in 
August but on 6th August a group of us met on the 
recreation ground for a picnic.  Members enjoyed an 
afternoon together in the sunshine, with a game of 
bingo, a round of target bowls, and plenty of chat.  
Our next members’ meeting will be held on Tuesday 
13th September.  Forthcoming events include a murder 
mystery evening, a talk on the history of underwear, 
and a craft evening.  We also have a walking sub-
group which has been meeting once a month for a 
walk in the surrounding area.  Please get in touch if 
you would be interested in joining us – 
balshamwi@gmail.com. 

Sarah Evans  (290802) 

Balsham Gardening Club 
We restart on Wednesday 5th October at 7.30 pm in 
the Church Institute, when our speaker will be Robert 
Brett, the curator of RHS Garden Hyde Hall.  We are 
very fortunate to have this expert visiting our club and 
we do hope that we will have a good turnout.  If you 
aren’t a member, why not come along as a visitor?  
You will be made very welcome.   

Sue Lock 

London Through Literature – with LALA 
Linton Area Learning Alliance (LALA) starts a new 
10-week course called ‘London Through Literature’, 
on Tuesday mornings from 27th September.  We meet 
in Linton Village Hall, Coles Lane, from 10.00 to 
11.45 am.  The tutor, Ros Connelly, says that London 
is one of the most written-about places in fiction and 
much of what many people think about London has 
been created by the imagination of writers.   
The course will be thematic, covering several 
centuries of writing, and will look at how work, the 
legal profession, crime and punishment, entertainment 
and pleasure in London have all been portrayed, with 
the lines between fiction and reality often becoming 
seriously blurred. 
Please contact me for more information or to register 
interest.  Cost for the 10 weeks remains at £50 and 
includes a coffee break.  
Sue Mudge (892737, mudges.linton@btinternet.com) 

The Balsham Singers 
Rehearsals will restart on 15th September, once a week 
on a Thursday evening from 7.30 to 9.30 pm, in the 
Pavilion near Balsham Church, at the very end of the 
parking space in front of the church (CB21 4DS). 
We are a friendly bunch and have a lot of fun.  New 
members are always very welcome to join us; no 
audition is required, and the ability to read music is 
not essential, although useful.  We sing a wide range 
of music from sacred works and classical anthems, to 
more contemporary works and musical theatre 
medleys.  Contact  balsham_singers@hotmail.co.uk for 
more information. 
A Christmas concert is planned for 17th December. 

Friederike Schmidt-Tremmel 
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West Wratting Village Hall 
Licensed for entertainment and sale of alcohol  

Ideal for: 
●   weddings, family functions, children’s parties, meetings,  

fundraising events & performances 
●   spacious stage, modern kitchen & separate bar area 
●   disabled facilities             ●   excellent sound system 

●   furniture, crockery, etc also available for hire 

01223 290270 
wwvhbookings@gmail.com 

www.westwratting.org.uk/village-hall/ 

PLUMBLINE)
PLUMBING)AND)HEATING)ENGINEER)
PROFESSIONAL+DOMESTIC+PLUMBING+SERVICE+

Call)John)on)
01223)893903)

Fully+Qualified+and+Insured+

Including+Property+Maintenance+
PainEng:+Tiling:+Plastering:+Carpentry+++++++++

Friendly+and+Reliable+Service+ No+Job+Too+Small+

Supcik@talktalk.net+



September 2022

Flu Clinics 
Now that we are all socialising again and there are 
questions about lower levels of immunity since 
lockdown, it is really important to get your flu 
vaccine.  The dates of our clinics are as follows:- 
• Saturday 24th September – Sawston Medical 

Practice, CB22 3HU 
• Saturday 1st October – Linton Health Centre,  

CB21 4JS 
• Sunday 2nd October – Market Hill Surgery,  

SG8 9JN  
• Saturday 8th October – Shelford Health Centre, 

CB22 5FY 
• Sunday 16th October – Linton Health Centre,  

CB21 4JS 
• Sunday 16th October – Barley Surgery, SG8 8HY 
• Friday 21st October – Sawston Medical Practice 
• Saturday 22nd October – Shelford Health Centre 

All clinics will run from 8.30 am to 4 pm. 
We will be vaccinating:- 
• all children aged 2 to 3 years on 31st August 2022; 
• people aged 65 years and over (including those 

becoming 65 by 31st March 2023); 

• those patients aged from 6 months to less than 65 
years of age in a clinical risk group such as asthma, 
COPD, chronic heart problems, and diabetes.  If 
you are unsure if you fit into an ‘at risk’ group 
don’t hesitate to ask; 

• pregnant women; 
• household contacts of immunocompromised 

individuals, especially those for whom continuing 
close contact is unavoidable; 

• those in long stay residential care homes; 
• those who are carers; 
• those with a learning disability. 

The government is also extending the cohort to 
include those patients 50 years old and over with no 
underlying health conditions.  However, these patients 
will be vaccinated later in the programme, most likely 
November time. 
Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any 
queries.  

Sandra East  (sandra.east@nhs.net, 0300 234 5555) 

11

• Carpets, Vinyl and more 
• Experienced, professional and friendly service 
• Free no-obligation quotation 
• Domestic and commercial – a wide range of products to suit all 

budgets 
• Samples brought to you in the comfort of your own home/workplace 
• Measuring and fittings arranged for a time that suits you 
• Unbeatable prices 

Reed Flooring

07909 110772    01279 815185 
reedflooring@gmail.com      www.reedflooring.co.uk

Measure . Supply . Fit

R BRISTLEY
9 COLLINGS PLACE, NEWMARKET

• Drains Unblocked Fast• Toilets, Baths & Sinks• Guttering & Downpipes• Drain Repairs & CCTV Surveys• High Pressure Water Jetting• Domestic & Industrial• All Work Guaranteed 
☎ Newmarket (01638) 662439  

Est. 1974

SANICLEAN
DRAIN & PLUMBING SERVICES

COUNTRY GARDENS & 
LANDSCAPES 

FULLY QUALIFIED AND INSURED 

REFERENCES AVAILABLE 

AS FEATURED IN GARDENERS WORLD MAGAZINE

HARD AND SOFT LANDSCAPING, PATIOS, 
BLOCK PAVING, DRIVEWAYS, FENCING, TREE 
SURGERY, HEDGE CUTTING, TURFING, 
GARDEN MAINTENANCE, PLANTING 
MOB:  07795 364135 
TEL:  01440 761028 
ALEX.COLMAN@BTINTERNET.COM 

GARDEN MAINTENANCE 
We offer a professional and reliable service 
from lawn mowing to new planting projects.  

Other services include tree surgery and 
hedge cutting. 

Please telephone Zara or Francis at 

Napier Garden Planning 
Tel : 01638 508847 

Westley Waterless, Newmarket 
e-mail: napierfz@aol.com  



September 2022

September 2022 
Sat 3  West Wratting Café 
Mon 5 Weston Colville Parish Council 
Sat 10  Balsham Autumn Market 
Sun 11 Weston Colville Oil Co-operative order deadline 
Mon 12 West Wratting Parish Council 
Tues 13 Balsham WI 
Wed 14 West Wratting Book Club 
Thurs 15 Lunch Club, The Chestnut Tree  
   Balsham Singers rehearsals restart 
Fri 16  Tea & Cakes, Weston Colville Reading Room 
Wed 21 Weston Colville ‘Pub’ Quiz 
Sat 24  Saturday Supper Club, Weston Colville  
Sun 25 West Wratting all-village photo 
Tues 27 LALA course, ‘London Through Literature’ 

October 2022 
Sat 1 Weston Colville Folk Evening 
Wed 5 Balsham Gardening Club 
Fri 7 Pop-up Pub, Pimp-my-Fish, Weston Colville 
Sat 8 Weston Colville Circular Walk 
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Revd Iain McColl  
 tel: 890693  email: mccoll.iain@gmail.com 
Mr Steven Wheeler, Licensed Lay Minister 
 tel: 290396  email: steven@juicyfruitsuk.com 

Churchwardens:   
St Mary’s –  Ian Ashbridge (291344) 
St Andrew’s – Sebastian Bain (07736 198101) 
Church Administrator:  Caroline (Cazzy) Walshe,  
 7churches.seven@gmail.com,  01223 891443 
Weston Colville Parish Clerk:  Jess Ashbridge, 
   jess@agrarian.biz,  07779 277647 
West Wratting Parish Clerk:  Jenny Richards,  
   j.richards597@btinternet.com,  01223 665260  
Community Warden:  Lucy Cameron, 
 Lucy.Cameron@AgeUKCAP.org.uk,  07436 102865 
Parish Nurse:  Kim Cox, 
 7churches.parishnurse@gmail.com,  07498 994205

Black bins: Monday 5th & 19th September, 
  Monday 3rd & 17th October 
Blue & Green bins:   Monday 12th & 26th September, 
  Mon 10th & 24th October 

Mobile Post Office:  Thursdays, Reading Room car park, 
   Weston Colville,  12.30 - 1.30 pm 

Mobile library:  fourth Thursday:  22nd Sept, 27th Oct 
 High Street, West Wratting          10.20 - 11.00 am 
 Reading Room, Weston Green     11.10 - 11.45 am 
 Mill Hill, Weston Colville          11.50 - 12.15 pm 

Editor: Anne Bragg (editor@challengemag.co.uk) 
Thank you for all your articles, news, etc.  If these are sent by 
email, they are always acknowledged; if you don’t get a reply, 

your items haven’t been received, so please resend.  Some 
contributions may have to be edited, to fit the space available, 

and are published at the discretion of the editor. 
October issue’s copy date: Tuesday 20th September

DIARY

Sept 9.00	am 10.30	am 6.00	pm
4th	 United	Service	with	Holy	Communion	–	

Balsham,	Rev	Iain	McColl/	
Hannah	Threlfall	to	preach

Evening	Prayer		–		
Little	Abington,	Alistair	Collen

11th	 Holy	Communion	–		
Weston	Colville,	Revd	Iain	McColl	
Morning	Worship	(9.30	am)	–		
West	Wickham,	Steven	Wheeler

United	Service	with	Holy	Communion	–	
Great	Abington,	Revd	Iain	McColl

18th	 Holy	Communion	–		
West	Wratting,	Revd	Iain	McColl	
Morning	Worship	(9.30	am)	–		
West	Wickham,	Marcus	Cornish

United	Service	of	Morning	Worship	–	
Balsham,	Rev	Iain	McColl

Evening	Prayer		–		
Hildersham,	Keith	Day

25th Holy	Communion	for	Harvest–		
West	Wickham,	Revd	Iain	McColl	

Harvest	Songs	of	Praise	–		
Weston	Colville,	Steven	Wheeler	
Balsham,	Hannah	Threlfall	
Hildersham,	Revd	Iain	McColl	
Great	Abington,	Rosemary	Mead

Harvest	Songs	of	Praise	(3.00	pm)	–		
West	Wratting,	John	&	Scilla	Harvey


