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St Mary’s Flower Festival

St Mary’s Flower Festival will be on Saturday

24% and Sunday 25™ June. Further details in June’s
Challenge. Please contact Gay Redman (290807) if
you would like to help with flowers and/or teas.

There will also be a concert by the Temple Ensemble
in St Mary’s Church on Saturday 24™ June at 7.30 pm.

The Temple Ensemble are a young and vibrant
chamber music ensemble based at the Royal Academy
of Music. They regularly perform nationally and
internationally and we are very fortunate that they are
making a return visit to Weston Colville. Their
concert last year was of the highest standard, and was
extremely well received. Tickets for the concert will
be available from 1% June from Weston Colville

Post Office, or Jane Wheeler ( jane@janepryor.co.uk ,
290643). £10 per adult, under 16s free.

Tea and Cakes, Weston Colville

April’s Tea and Cakes was a little

quieter as it was the school Easter

holidays, but we still had a good turn out and it was
warm enough to sit out in the garden.

Thank you to everyone who helped out and came
along to keep us company.

Our next gathering will be on Friday 5™ May, same
time (3.30 - 5 pm), same place (the Reading Room).
We look forward to seeing you.

Melanie

Saturday Morning Café, West Wratting

We enjoyed another wonderful gathering at the cafe
on 1%t April and raised £147.30 for Oliver's charitable
trip to Peru!

The Saturday morning café will run on Saturday
6™ May for a slightly shorter time than usual, between

10.30 and 11-30 am, in the village hall. Buttercups
(Balsham Pre-school) will be running a fundraising
stall and Oliver de Ferrars Green will be selling CDs
and DVDs in order to raise funds for his charitable
trip to Peru in summer 2018, when he will be going to
help build schools and engineer a safer way of life for
people who are less fortunate than us.

Please come and support Buttercups and Oliver, and
also join us for a catch up over tea / coffee and
delicious cake!

Sherry (290070) and Catherine (291307)
Oliver says a HUGE thank you to

®
everyone who came to the village Cm PS

café in April and supported his CD international
and DVD sale. He raised £58.50. The proceeds from
the café were donated to his Camps International
fundraising efforts and he was overwhelmed by the
generosity of the sum. He’ll be back again in May,
and is still accepting items for sale, with many thanks
to all the donors to date.

Christine de Ferrars Green (290998)

West Wratting Over 60s

The club's next meeting, to include lunch, will be held
at The Chestnut Tree, West Wratting, at 12.30 pm on
Wednesday 3™ May. Please note: no bring’n'buy;
raffle only.

Our following meeting, to be held on 7™ June, will be
a garden meeting at Hayters Close, at 2.30 pm.
Wendy Halls

Weston Colville Annual Parish Meeting

The Annual Parish Meeting will be held in the
Reading Room at 7 pm on Monday 15" May. All are
welcome.
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GARDEN MAINTENANCE

We offer a professional and reliable service
from lawn mowing to new planting projects.
Other services include tree surgery and
hedge cutting.

Please telephone Zara or Francis at

Napier Garden Planning
Tel : 01638 508847

Westley Waterless, Newmarket
e-mail: napierfz@aol.com

We service and repair all garden machinery.

We also have a fully stocked showroom with
new and secondhand machines ranging from
strimmers through to ride-on tractors.

Free collection and delivery.

Gog Magog Mower Services
Unit 1, Copley Hill Business Park, Babraham

01223 832894
www.gogmagogmowers.co.uk

david@gogmagogmowers.co.uk

West Wratting Pocket Park Tidyup

Spurred on by the promise of bacon sandwiches at
lunchtime, a team consisting of Mark Grimwood,
Melvyn and Lynn Cottage, Campbell Ross-Bain, Ed
Clayden, Richard Silk, Mick Lock and yours truly
worked wonders on 15t April tidying up the sadly
neglected Pocket Park in Six Mile Bottom Road. The
paths were recut, hedges trimmed back and dead
wood burnt, in order that local people can access the
space once again.

The Pocket Park is kept as natural as possible as it is
not meant to mimic a manicured city park; instead it
has long cut grass paths surrounding areas which are
left to nature.

Please visit and enjoy it!
Richard Holness

First Friday Bridge

The next of our monthly meetings for games of bridge
in West Wratting village hall will be on Friday

5% May. Starting at 7.30 pm we play sets of four
hands, mixing partners for each set (very informal,
you do not need to come with a partner). A range of
age and experience; all players welcome for a fun,

Unit 1, Randswood Farm
The Common, West Wratting
Cambridgeshire CB21 SLR

01223 290275
mail@peacockjoinery.com
www.peacockjoinery.com
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Your local supplier of purpose made joinery

All types of joinery manufactured including doors, windows,
frames, kitchens, wardrobes, staircases.

informal evening. £1.50 for hall hire includes tea /
coffee . . . or bring a bottle / nibbles.

We don't always make it through the summer months
— please check.

If you've played and enjoyed bridge before (even long
ago) please do join us.
Sherry (sherry.odonovan@gmail.com)

d’Abo Tennis Club, West Wratting
New Members Welcome

The new tennis season starts on 15t May and you are
most welcome to join us. We offer children's
coaching during the summer holidays as well as
year-round access to our court on the
village recreation ground.

Our members’ annual supper party will be held on
Thursday 11t May in West Wratting Village Hall
— a great opportunity to meet other local people.

If you are interested in joining the club, please contact
the Treasurer, Mark Holme, on 07768 443223 or
Treasurer@WestWrattingTennis.co.uk, or visit the
website www. WestWrattingTennis.co.uk for a

membership form and more information.

Fitting service available

Weston Colville Circular Walk

Our next circular walk will be on Saturday 13t May.
If we wake to a fine day, we’ll walk a six mile route.
Meet at the Reading Room at 10 am, BYO lunch, and
maybe something to share. You can put your lunch in
the fridge before we set off, if you’d like, and
refreshments will be available.
Jacqueline and Alastair Douglas
(291475, jacquelinetheteacher@hotmail.com)
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CARPENTRY

ALL CARPENTRY WORK UNDERTAKEN
FREE QUOTES: MATT GRIGG-PETTITT 07807 968 661

FRIENDLY RELIABLE SERVICE | www.mgpcarpentry.co.uk

Talk: John Rogers on ‘Jupiter’

Continuing our series that celebrates the expertise we
have in our midst here in Weston Colville, John has
offered to tell us about the planet which he has studied
throughout his life, from boyhood sketches, through
watching comet impacts, to today's collaborations
with NASA.
Come and find
out about the
largest planet in
the solar system
—and why it's
kept John
fascinated for so
long. Reading Room, Wednesday, 17t May, no ticket

required, all welcome, refreshments available.
jacquelinetheteacher@hotmail.com, 291475

Pop-Up Charity Shop

We’re taught “ne’er cast clout til May is out” and to
that end, next month we’re hosting a ‘pop up charity
shop’ in the Reading Room, on Saturday 3¢ June,
10 am - 4 pm. Bring winter clothes on their way to
the back of the wardrobe, bring summer clothes that
you don’t want to bring to the front — maybe things
are still in good condition, but don’t pass the “have I
worn it in the last year?” test. Then go home with a
bargain. We’ll have a little section for books, and one
for toys, too. Drop items into the Reading Room
during Tea & Cakes the day before, or on the day
from 9 am, as you prefer. Hangers welcome. In aid
of local charities Little Miracles (helping children
with autism) and Our Special Friends (who help the
less able keep their pets with them). All welcome,
refreshments available.
jacquelinetheteacher@hotmail.com, 291475
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Welding Services

Bradley Goss

MIG v
Manual Metal Arc Welding (MMA)
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Agricultural  Equestrian Domestic

Mobile Service Available

Tel: 01223 290108
Mob: 07777 676766
E: bradley.goss@hotmail.com
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Weston Colville Cinema Club

On 3™ May, our film will be
‘Passport to Pimlico’, a charmingly
whimsical British classic from
Ealing Studios, hailed by the BFI
as a ‘cherished comedy’, with the wonderful Stanley
Holloway and Margaret Rutherford. It’s about

» ordinary people in a
small community to
which extraordinary
things happen. That
community finds it’s
exempt from what’s
happening to the rest of
the UK, so maybe it
speaks to us in these
times of independence.

The film will be in the Reading Room at 7.30 pm,
with a pre-screening talk; refreshments available, all
welcome. We’ll then begin our summer break, and
Cinema Club will return in the autumn.
Jacqueline Douglas
(291475, jacquelinetheteacher@hotmail.com)
and Jeremy Newton (newtonjed@gmail.com)

RICHARD KENYON
MASTER THATCHER

of Bluntisham, Cambridgeshire

Home: 01487 843377

Mobile: 07873 549872
website: www.rkenyonmasterthatcher.co.uk
email: info@rkenyonmasterthatcher.co.uk




RAF Wratting Common
May Memorial Service — Sunday 28" May

A short open air service will be held at 12 noon on
Sunday 28" May at the RAF Wratting Common
Memorial, to commemorate the opening of the airfield
on the very same day, Sunday 28% May, in 1943 and
to remember all those who served at the airfield,
especially the 260 who gave their lives in the cause of
freedom. We look forward to seeing some of the
Veterans who served with XC Squadron, 1651 Heavy
Conversion Unit and 195 Squadron. Cadets from
1451 (Haverhill) Squadron of the Air Training Corps
will be on parade.

The memorial is situated at Weston Woods Farm,
Weston Colville, CB21 5NR and all are very welcome
to attend the service.

For further information please email:
rafwrattingcommon@gmail.com

We are always pleased to hear from anyone interested
in getting involved with the airfield memorial. With
just the two services per year to arrange, as well as
year-round general maintenance, this is not an
onerous project to assist with but is very rewarding. It
is hoped that with the continued support of people in
the locality this key community legacy will survive
from generation to generation.

Dan Heath

West Wratting Oil Syndicate

There will be a fill up this month, with the cutoft for
orders being Monday 8" May at 6.00 pm. Place your
orders either by email to me at
richardholness023@btinternet.com (if you don’t get a
reply from me to your emailed order within 48 hours,
please place your order with the pub by phone), or by
phoning the pub during licensing hours — not too late,
please — on 290384. Please also make sure that you
tell me if you have any special delivery requirements,
such as ‘Phone day before for gate to be unlocked’.

Remember that syndicate orders take at least a couple
of weeks from the cutoff date to be collated, brokered
and delivered, but if you take the minimum of 500
litres every time there’s a fill up, you’ll always buy at
the best possible price and improve your cashflow to
boot!
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Details of the supplier, price and delivery dates will
be placed on the West Wratting website
www. westwratting.org.uk about three days after the
order cutoff day.

Richard Holness

Weston Colville Oil Co-operative
Deadline for ordering: noon, Wednesday 10" May.

Church End to the bottom of Mill Hill:
Alastair Douglas (291475, or salguoda@hotmail.co.uk)

Chapel Road, Common Road, Horseshoe Lane:
Anne Vidler (290010, or anne.vidler@talk21.com)

Any orders left by email will always be
acknowledged; if you do not get a reply, we haven’t
received your order. Please don't phone before 8 am
or after 10 pm (leave a message during the day).

We keep a note of any special requirements, such as
needing a phone call the day before delivery to
arrange access; please let us know if you wish to
change these. The minimum delivery is 500 litres;
this is a Trading Standards ruling because of the
accuracy of lorry gauges. To get the minimum ask for
500 litres; do not ask for a ‘top up’ because you might
geta “fill up’.

Orders will be collated and placed shortly after the
order deadline and deliveries may or may not begin
the same week. If you are close to running out, tell
your contact. The price will not be known until the
order is placed, and the supplier may ring for payment
before delivery (failure to reply to this call may put
your order in jeopardy) or bill you direct after
delivery.

Please be aware that most suppliers now add 2% to
the invoice for credit card payment. Debit cards and
cheques attract no surcharge.

Please ensure we have your correct address and
post code because some deliveries have been delayed
due to the lack of correct information.

West Wratting Sports Pavilion

The AGM will be held at West Wratting Sports
Pavilion on Wednesday 37 May at 7.30 pm. All are
welcome; refreshments available.

Blanche Miller, WWSP Secretary



West Wratting Book Club

In April we talked about ‘A Small Town in Germany’
by John le Carré.

This was published in 1968 and written against the
background of student protests in France, Berlin and
Britain, particularly against the Vietnam War and
Soviet tanks entering Prague, as well as, ironically in
the face of current events, Britain’s attempts to enter
the EEC.

It is set in and around the British Embassy in Bonn
and Konigswinter, a town built on the Seven Hills
and, in particular, known for the Drachenfels,
traditionally the mountain where Siegfried killed the
dragon (two of our number knew the area quite well).
All had enjoyed reading it, with comments including
that it was very readable, the writing incisive, the
language lovely. Other comments were that it gave
one a clearer understanding of the Cold War with the
moral equivocalness, constant suspicions and
uncertain loyalties. It showed how the past intrudes
into the present. It was multilayered with a detailed
use of language and vocabulary.

One man not present had not enjoyed it as much as we
had, commenting on the cynicism of the writing
(probably due to le Carré’s own experiences).

The score varied between 8 and 9, and we would
recommend it.

We will then meet on Wednesday 17t May, at 8 pm in
The Chestnut Tree, to discuss ‘The Dinner’ by
Herman Koch, and on Wednesday 215t June to talk
about ‘Hillbilly Elegy’ by J D Vance.

Linda Gorman
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Are you interested in additive-free,
Weston Colville-produced Hebridean LAMB
or Oxford Sandy & Black PORK?

Tamarind Herd

Available as half carcase (butchered) or
meat box (chops, mince, sausages and joints)

Jerry Cooper, 01223 290076 or 07970 154161
(Farringford, Mill Hill, Weston Colville)

Black Cat Found

A black cat has appeared at Valley Farm Cottage,
between Lark Hall and Fleam Dyke, and is living with
our two spayed barn cats. We wondered whether it
has come from the village. It has possibly been
around a couple of weeks, looks well and mature, but
is timid and does not have a collar we can see. Please
call me if you know who he/she might belong to.
Jayne Bateman (07811 384854)

Swing Offer

FREE to a good home, swing frame and double swing
seat. Plan area 3.3m x 2.3m, swing bar 2.1m long and
set at 2.1m high.

Richard Golding (290441 or 07767 644450)

Paddock Available

There is a paddock available for horses or sheep in
Carlton Green.

Phone 07917 666030 or 01223 290266.

in the comfort of your own home

by Jayne
tel: 07831149 001




Eastern Counties Qil Services

Oil boiler servicing, £66 11/2 hour service
Boiler repair and installation

Central heating and plumbing

Central heating system flushing

OFTEC registered, all work guaranteed

TR

Weston Colville: 01223 291374 or 07827 810344
info@easterncountiesoilservices.co.uk

Ministry News

The process of advertising for our new Parish priest,
which has now begun, does seem to be achingly slow,
but it is a procedure of painstaking assessment of our
seven churches and their assets and their plans for
development which a prospective applicant needs to
know. The next stage will be an interview for those
who will put their names forward as a result of the
advertisement.

Kathy and I and our ministry team are so grateful to
the local clergy who are helping us all to maintain our
Sunday services. On Thursday May 25™ there will be
an Ascension Day communion service for all the
parishes in the Deanery; this year it will be held at

St Andrew’s Church, Stapleford, at 7.30 pm.

The annual Flower Festival at St Mary’s Church,
Weston Colville, will be as usual on the last weekend
of June, Saturday 24™ and Sunday 25th. Thanks to
the skill of our team of long-serving flower arrangers,
it will be as spectacular as ever. Virtually all the
flowers and foliage used in the arrangements are from
local gardens and from the countryside. There will be
a concert in the church during the weekend as usual.

The repairs to the roof and the interior of St Andrew’s,
West Wratting, are well underway. The roof and walls
are covered with a maze of scaffolding poles and
sheets of plastic. It looks very strange, but we are
looking forward to its completion and finally the
repainting of the interior. It is going to look splendid
when it is finished. As the new roof will not be made
of lead, it will no longer be a target for thieves.

Our beautiful churches have been serving our villages
for centuries, and it is vital that we keep them all open
and fully equipped for the future needs of our
community.

Keith Johnson
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Charter House
Burrough Green
Newmarket
Suffolk CB8 9NG

JAGGARD & SON

FIREWOOD

quality logs cut and split to requirement
COAL

solid fuel to suit all fires

MULCH

graded woodchip for gardens etc

01638 507330 07766 566226
rdjaggardandson@btinternet.com

Parish Nurse Appointment

I am aware that following the resignation of Teresa
Letimier, there has been some uncertainty regarding
the status of our Parish Nurse.

I am therefore delighted to make it clear that Claire
Gillett has been confirmed in post as our permanent
Parish Nurse and we all greatly look forward to
having her with us in the future.
Keith Day, Chairman
Parish Nurse Management Committee

Where’s our doctor
gone now<?

a Parish Nurse event

Tuesday 234 May,
6.30pm — 8.30pm

Hildersham Village Hall
High St, Hildersham, CB21 6BU

As part of our programme of Parish Nurse events
please join us to hear GP James Morrow, from the
Granta practice, talk about the merge of the
Sawston, Linton and Barley practices and how it
will affect you as a patient.

There will be an opportunity to continue the
discussion in smaller groups and meet other
members of the Parish Nurse Management group,
including your Parish Nurse, Claire Gillett.

Please note that this is a free event - No booking
required. Refreshments will be available.

For more information contact Cazzy Walshe,
7churches.seven@gmail.com or Keith Day
keithdday@btinternet.com , 01223 891527
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West Wratting Village Hall
Licensed for entertainment and sale of alcohol

Ideal for:
o weddings, family functions, children’s parties, meetings,
fundraising events & performances

¢ spacious stage, modern kitchen & separate bar area
o disabled facilities o excellent sound system
o furniture, crockery, etc also available for hire

01223 290270
wwvhbookings@gmail.com
www.westwratting.org.uk/village-hall/

The Chestnut Tree
West Wratting

CAMRA Cambridgeshire Pub of the Year 2014

Handsome Victorian Free House combining the relaxed
charm of a village local with a traditional menu of

hearty home cooked food.
Constantly changing selection of 4 real ales, plus
areal cider, to enjoy in our fully refurbished bars

or in our beautiful garden.

You won’t find any gimmicks here,
just a great village pub!

01223290384
www.chestnuttreepub.co.uk

THE DEANERY OF GRANTA

DEANERY ASCENSION DAY EUCHARIST

St Andrew's, Stapleford

Thursday 25" May 2017 - 7.30pm

President: The Revd Dr. Simon Taylor

Preacher: The Revd Simon Talbott

Refreshments served in church after the service

Do come along!

Weston Colville Reading Room
Available for Hire
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for Parties, Functions, Fitness, Art, Hobby and Music Groups,
and Meetings. Recently renovated with kitchen
and bar facilities and sound equipment.
Licence for Alcohol and Live Music.

01223 290292 www.thereadingroom.org.uk

Linton Complementary
Health Centre

2b Bartlow Road, Linton, CB21 4LY

Acupuncture, Peter White MSc, MBAcC
Shiatsu, Cindy Faulkner BA, MRSS
Massage, Peter White, Dip Mass

Telephone: 01223 891145
Website: www.lintonhealth.co.uk

Christian Aid Week, 14" - 20" May

I am organising the collection again for our villages,
and I will put a poster and some envelopesin each of
the churches. Please give any filled envelopes to your
churchwarden or deliver them to me at Nine Chimney
House, Balsham — thank you.
Joanna Sanders
(893063, sanderschimneys@uwclub.net)

[cocoon]

wellbeing + beauty
Waxing
OPI manicures + pedicures
Comfort Zone Facials
Massage + aromatherapy
Gifts + vouchers
inner lather Soaps

01223 290886
High Street, West Wickham
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TIM PHILLIPS & Co.
Accountants

Independent, specialist service for:

Small Business ¢ Self Assessment
Personal Taxation

Free initial consultation — no obligation
EASY, FREE PARKING

Copley Hill Business Park, Cambridge Rd., Babraham
Off A1307 between Wandlebury and Babraham

Tel: 01223 830044. www.tpaccounts.co.uk

Cox’s Drove,
= Fulbourn,
CB21 5HE

Ll

"Cambridg
§ Cat Clinic

www.cambridgecatclinic.co.uk 01223-880707
° A specialist feline only veterinary clinic

° Independently run surgery, 5 miles from
Cambridge city centre
° We pride ourselves on giving compassionate

and stress free healthcare

* All emergencies are dealt with at the clinic
by our team

° Feline Better!

Weston Colville Neighbourhood Watch (NHW)

We have not had any reported problems here this past
month but there have been problems in the Camps the
Wilbrahams and Linton. We obviously need to take
care and watch our security.

The police are promoting a good neighbour policy.
Their idea is simple — if we know each other, we can
look out for each other by keeping an eye open for our
neighbour’s home and property as well as our own.
Note the registration numbers of strange vehicles, and
unusual behaviour by strangers. They may be lost but
could be ‘casing the joint’. If you are suspicious call
101 and explain what you have seen to the police.
Not long ago an observant neighbour in Balsham saw
a burglar entering his neighbour’s garage, which had
an internal door into the house. The police were
called and they ‘apprehended the villain’.

Up to 250,000 Wonga accounts were compromised in
a data breach. Wonga has promised to contact all who
may be affected, and is taking steps to protect them.
The police are investigating.

Action Fraud advises that fraudsters are sending out
emails, which address recipients by name and start
with “T am disturbing you for a very serious

reason . ..” and end with “ . . . the data of your
account has been emailed to me.” These emails
contain a ‘.dot’ file addressed to the recipient. Delete
the email and do not open any attachments.

Both the breach at Wonga and these emails aim to
steal your bank details. If you are affected, notify
your bank or card company as soon as possible and
check your accounts.

Best wishes to all Challenge readers and may peace
reign over us all.
Allen Scott (290837, allen.scott70@googlemail.com)

Weston Colville Marsh Tit Study

Dear Marsh Titters — we have an interesting
development for you this month, and a plea for the
good people of West Wratting.

As you know, Marsh Tits are shy specialists of
deciduous woodland. You'd expect them to head for
the woods the first chance they get, especially to set
up and maintain territories for the breeding season.

Paradoxically, your Marsh Tits are still coming
regularly to garden feeders in mid-April, about half a
kilometre from the nearest wood.

Just before Easter, we encountered Taylor (White over
Red on Left) and Marshy (Yellow over Green on Left)
together at Joyce's garden feeders on the north side of
Mill Hill. In the photo, Taylor is on the left. Because

they're now in breeding condition, we can tell that
Taylor is a girl and Marshy is a boy. Very likely that
they are a pair. What are they doing in a village
garden, when they should be holding territory in Great
Coven's or Lower Wood?

I suspect that a good, reliable food source is helping
Taylor make her eggs and keep up Marshy's strength.
It's worth the risky journey to this oasis of food,
which implies that the woods aren't offering enough
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I & S GROUNDWORKS LTD

Your Local Company for
Driveways
Patios
Foundations
Drainage
Site Clearance

Please call
Tan Boreham on 07831672907 or
Simon Boreham on 07768821364

Burchill & Co

www.burchill.co.uk
gb@burchill.co.uk

natural food yet. It's been posited that global
warming will bring out the first flush of caterpillars
before the breeding season starts for the birds. Bird
breeding is largely triggered by day length and so
independent of temperature. The birds miss this
crucial bounty at a time when they need it most, so
they go to garden feeders. It's only a hypothesis, but
one that's worth testing.

We're keen to hear of sightings of Marsh Tits in West
Wratting. We think that these sedentary birds might
be visiting you from Weston Colville, and vice versa.

As a spring bonus, we have possibly the cutest photo
imaginable. Rachel, Weston Colville's resident
ecologist, was releasing a young male Goldcrest one
slightly chilly morning under my watchful eye.
However, the bird preferred her warm hands to the
cold
outdoors
and stayed
put. Atmy
behest,
Rachel
blew gently
on him, but
the warm
air bath
simply
encouraged him to stay! After about

20 seconds, he decided he'd better go back where he
belonged. It still amazes me how completely wild
creatures will trust us to this extent.

Please keep your sightings coming in to
mel_stammers@btinternet.com or myself at
cambsmarti@gmail.com. Have a great month,
Alex Inzani and the Weston ringing team,
for the BTO National Ringing Scheme

Balsham Community Market

13t May, 2 pm to 5 pm, Church Institute

We have a busy market planned for 13" May. Now
summer is on the horizon it means that there will be
stalls inside and outside, and we will be open until 5
pm. Consequently, we are delighted to welcome back
Kay from Big Sky Cakes and Deb from Spoonstruck,
with her awesome ice creams and sorbets.

Our newcomers for May will include Three Little
Birds Floristry who will be selling floral
arrangements; Chilli Designs from Streetly End
selling jewellery, Jenny Taylor Cards and Phoenix
Trading who will be selling stationery items. Denver
Lloyd of Aspect Cuisine is also joining in on the fun
and will possibly be serving up his paella dish, and
there will also be a plant stall selling bedding plants.

Please come along and support our local farmers and
food producers. A thriving market adds value to the
community not only by bringing people and food
together, but in making Balsham and the surrounding
villages a very attractive place to live.

Debbie Paton
www.facebook.com/balshammarket
www.balshammarket.wordpress.com
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GLAZING

REPLACEMENT GLAZING | UPVCWINDOWS AND DOORS
COMPOSITE DOORS | GARAGE DOORS

VERY COMPETITIVE RATES EEEN

FOR A FREE QUOTATION CALL RICHARD: 07876 637565
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CAPRI BLINDS

AFFORDABLE QUALITY BLINDS
Made to Measure — Fitted FREE
Choose from hundreds of fabrics & colours
We Visit You
Verticals / Rollers / Romans
Venetians & Wooden / Black-out Blinds / Pleated
Rectangular Conservatory Roof Blinds
Cordless Vertical Blinds now available

01223 894020

www.capriblinds.co.uk

HackettGriffey

chartered certified accountants

As a long established Haverhill firm we are the natural choice
for all your accountancy and tax requirements

Contact Jon Griffey, Philip Hackett or Simon Iron or just call in
to our offices on the Market Square, 2 Mill Road, Haverhill

@ 01440 762024

www.hackettgriffey.com

The Meadow School

Following on from our Ofsted inspection back in
January, I am finally allowed to share the report and
judgement with you all. I am thrilled to inform you
that our school has been judged as a ‘Good’ school
overall. The Ofsted Inspection Framework has
changed over the past few years, with the threshold
for ‘Good’ being much harder to attain. We are
genuinely delighted with our result.

From the very first day | became Headteacher, the
staff and I declared we would do what we thought was
morally right, and only for the benefit of our children.
I am proud to say that we did not succumb to creating
spreadsheets of data for the sake of it, we didn’t
continually test our children, instead we taught them,
and we didn’t jump on the bandwagon for each and
every new initiative. Instead we took our time and
reflected on things before implementing them, always
thinking what the impact would be on staff and the
children’s well-being. Our vision and ethos has
remained true and strong. The report identified many
strengths of the school including:

‘The headteacher provides highly effective leadership.
Alongside her committed and enthusiastic senior
leadership team, she has led marked improvements to
pupils’ achievements and the quality of teaching and
learning.” The Governors also ‘provide good support
and challenge to leaders.’

The inspectors also noted that ‘The quality of the
teaching of reading, writing and mathematics is good.
Teachers plan well together, ensuring that pupils make
clear progress across the year groups and key stages....
Effective teaching of reading, writing and
mathematics is evident across the school and the great
majority of pupils make good progress.’

In our previous inspection presentation and
handwriting was criticised; this time it was noted that,
‘presentation of pupils’ work is exemplary.” This is
fantastic and all of the hard work the staff and pupils
have put in to improve this has now been recognised.

It was recognised that we ‘make effective use of pupil
premium funding to support disadvantaged pupils and
regularly review the impact of the support that has
been put in place.’

Alongside this the excellent work our Teaching
Assistants do was recognised, ‘Teaching assistants
receive high-quality training. As a result, they are
able to provide good support to disadvantaged pupils
and pupils who have special educational needs and/or
disabilities.’

I am extremely proud that children’s behaviour was
also recognised: ‘Pupils like learning and are focused
and engaged throughout their lessons. They support
each other’s learning through talk and collaborate well
... .Pupils enjoy learning and behave well in the
classroom.” The children in our school are amazing
and their learning attitudes are incredibly positive.

Even though the National Curriculum has increased in
complexity and the expected standard is much harder

HOME ANIMAL CARE

Let me take care of your pets,
while you are out at work or away % \
on holiday. I am a very responsible
and reliable registered Pet Sitter, with many years’
experience. I am fully insured and would like to
have the opportunity to care for your pets.

Phone: Catherine 01223 291411 /07778 921334

homeanimalcare@hotmail.co.uk
‘be‘ www. homeanimalcare.co.uk

A
N AR®  National Association of Registered Pet Sitters
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PEST CONTROL SERVICES
AGRICULTURAL AND DOMESTIC

CLUSTER FLIES, LOFT AREA,
RABBITS, RATS,
MICE, MOLES, WASPS & INSECTS

CONTACT R DANIELS
01223 290570/ 07773 682676

Thurlow Estate

SEASONED FIREWOQOD

Hardwood and Softwood — tipper truck loads

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY
Call us on 01440 783661 or email: firewood @thurlowestate.co.uk

to attain, the inspectors noted that, ‘Pupils are making
good progress in a wide range of subjects.’

In our previous report, Early Years was one of the
areas that needed considerable improvement. Ably
led by Mrs Facer, the team has turned things around
and we were delighted that it was noted that, ‘The
early years is well led and managed. Leaders have an
accurate understanding of the strengths and
weaknesses of the provision . . . Children are very
well behaved and maintain concentration for long
periods. They explore the carefully constructed
activities well and develop their communicative skills
alongside their embryonic phonics, mathematics and
writing skills.’

We would like to thank everyone who has supported
our school over the past few years. If you would like
to read the full report then it can be found at https://
reports.ofsted.gov.uk/inspection-reports/find-
inspection-report/provider/ELS/ 140622 1 hope you
enjoy reading what is a really super report and one we
should all be rightly proud of!

While we were celebrating the success of our Ofsted
report, normal school life continued. Year 5 enjoyed
their residential trip to How Hill on the Norfolk
Broads. The weather couldn’t have been better and

01638 428 060
01223 832 928
www.Rothwells.biz

Rothwells
Carpet Cleaning

Carpet Cleaning

Stone Floor, Upholstery & Rug Cleaning
A few points that make us stand out from the others,

Rothwell’s has been in business since 1993.
We're an honest local family firm.

Our large truck mounted machines mean more cleaning
& drying power for the best results possible.
Members of both the NCCA and TACCA.

We will move the furniture for a thorough clean.
100% satisfaction or it's FREE.

Call Oliver and Max Campbell for expert help today.
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the location was incredible. The children spent three
days exploring the vast grounds and setting cameras
to watch wildlife at night, thatching, dissecting owl
pellets, dyke dipping, playing lots of games in the
sunshine and taking a boat trip onto Barton Broad.
The behaviour of the children was exceptional and the
centre manager personally commented to me that she
was so impressed with their attitude, questioning,
inquisitive nature and exemplary behaviour. We were
all very proud of the children!

The caring nature of our children was once again
shown with £320 being raised by the whole school for
Comic Relief, and the
Infants then raised \
money for the Marine
Conservation Society as
part of their ‘blue day’
to celebrate the end of
their life on the ocean
wave topic.

s

Spring term ended with
the usual traditions. The
whole school attended
church for an Easter service led by some of our Year 6
children and Reverend Kathy Bishop. Mrs Sarah
Bassett played the organ for our Easter songs, which
the children sang beautifully. To finish the last day
the Easter Bunny visited each member of school staff
to deliver a small treat and say thank you, and not to
be left out, every child joined in the annual Easter Egg
hunt on the playground and field in the glorious
sunshine. Thank you to the Parent Teacher
Association for supplying the children’s sweet treats.

We share photos and news of everything that happens
at The Meadow on our twitter page,
@Meadow_Balsham. Take a peek!

Nichola Connor, Headteacher


https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/inspection-reports/find-

E G NELSON

good rates and reliable

Eddie Nelson
painter and decorator, 7
plasterer, wall and floor tiler '

“

07813 888572
egnelson41@yahoo.co.uk

THE MEADOW SCHOOL PTA
PRESENTS

CHILFORD HALL
JULY 8™

Doors 7pm - 1lam
3 course meal | Drinks pre-order recommended

Live Music By KONG | RAFFLE | DISCO

Tickets £60 per person | Application form available from:
www.balshamball.com
or contact the Meadow School office on 01223 894 400

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO THE MEADOW SCHOOL

LEAD SPONSORS:

ARM  Cheffins

Want to look and feel brilliant?

Are you a busy woman putting your health and fitness on the
back burner and feel now is the time you want to get
motivated?

Do you need someone who has helped housewives
to airline pilots and is known for making a huge impact
on women’s lives leaving them feeling mentally uplifted

and physically invigorated?
One-to-one tailored training, coaching & massage

Email me for my testimonials: clairefoy@btconnect.com
Call me for a chat: 01440 783342 or 07791 837114

Fully equipped, qualified & insured Personal Trainer,
NLP coach & Sports Massage Therapist
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The Marsh Mail (news from Linton Village College)

May marks the start of the examination season.

Year 11 students at Linton Village College are
preparing for their GCSEs, including the new style
maths and English exams, and our Year 10s sit
internal exams this month in all new GCSE subjects.

The move towards 9 - 1 grading, the removal of
controlled assessment/coursework, and the increase in
required curriculum subject knowledge, has created
additional challenges in regards to what students are
required to comprehend, retain and recall.

The traditional ‘jug and mug’ concept of education
models children as empty vessels to be filled with
knowledge during their schooling. As our students
engage with necessary revision and exam practice, it
can feel as though the primary purpose of education is
to remember and regurgitate.

It is essential to balance the demands of test
preparation with retaining children’s desire to acquire
knowledge and skills. Teachers and parents need to
support children to be ready to perform to the best of
their ability, while avoiding the process becoming too
much of an arduous and stressful slog.

Recent news that the number of students nationally
opting to take A levels in maths and English has
plummeted this year, with drops of 20% and 35% in
entries respectively, is concerning. This has been
attributed to the new, tougher GCSEs and to students
being less inclined to risk failure with these harder
subjects.

It is a shame that a by-product of an insistence on
high standards in the 3Rs may be a demise in the
interest in and enjoyment of these subject disciplines.

At LVC we are academically ambitious for all of our
young people. Being in the top 5% of all schools
nationally for progress and exceeding all other OECD
countries’ PISA test scores is evidence of our
students’ achievement. However, these measures are
only one factor of educational excellence.

Being able to achieve strong results in exams is
important for young people — it will help them to open
doors in the future. It is equally important to help
children to develop and sustain the keys to open these
doors: motivation, self-esteem and a thirst for
learning.

Helena Marsh, Executive Principal
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the grower of the heaviest pumpkin exhibited at the
nd o
NEW HORIZON LANDSCAPES LTD Annual Show on 2™ September. The competition is

open to all and plants will be sold on a first come, first
o served basis. Cultivation guidance will be supplied at
Building and the time of sale.

House Maintenance

Harold’s tips:
01223 290393 * Dead head and feed daffodils
the.bu11rbs@gmail.com * Sow vegetables for summer succession
®* French and runner beans can be sown ‘in-situ’ from
the middle of May
* Sow hardy annuals to fill gaps in herbaceous
borders

Balsham Gardening Club

At the 40™ anniversary meeting, on
Tuesday 4™ April, Peter Jackson,
Harold Gawthorp and Val Spencer
answered a wide range of gardening

* Grow French Marigolds amongst tomatoes to
discourage whitefly

* Watch our for late frosts until the end of May.

Don’t forget the plant sale on 20" May and the Giant
Pumpkin Competition!

questions posed by members, and a celebratory cake
was cut and enjoyed.

Jennie Tipler

WEST WICKHAM & DISTRICT
GARDENING CLUB

PLANT SALE

The following events have been arranged for the Something for everyone
summer months: Friendly people € expert advice

® Plant sale: 9.30 - 11.30 am, Saturday 20t May at
the WA Prince Memorial Shelter

* Spring outing: Dullingham House 6 - 8 pm,

6™ June
* Summer outing: RHS Wisley, Sunday 30t July
* Annual Show: Saturday 2" September

® Autumn outing: Fuller’s Mill, Tuesday
5t September.

SATURDAY 20 MAY
10.30- 12.00
ar
WEST WICKHAM
VILLAGE HAlUL

VEGETABLES herbs FLOWERS shrubs

There are still places available on all the outings. Non
members are welcome too. Please contact Lyn
Bobrow on 890598 or (gb21@cam.ac.uk if you are
interested.

Giant Pumpkin Competition: Dills Atlantic Giant
pumpkin plants will be on sale at the plant sale on
20t May. A very useful cash prize will be awarded to

sqniys SYIMOT4 sq42Y SI1gV.LIFIAN sqndys SYIMOT4
VEGETABLES herbs FLOWERS shrubs FLOWERS shrubs
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R BRISTLEY

9 COLLINGS PLACE, NEWMARKET

BRUSH ELECTRIC SWEEP

All Chimneys Swept
Solid Fuel, Oil & Gas
Cowls, Nets & Pots Fitted
Stoves Repaired & Inspected | |
Carpets Cleaned 1@
Competitive Prices T
Very Clean ﬁ
Family Business ;‘{z‘:i‘
Public Liability Insurance —

O Newmarket (01638) 662439

Est 1974

The Ellesmere Centre, Stetchworth

Open Mic will be on Saturday 6" May. Along with
many other talented musicians, this month we are
pleased to be featuring local blues band ‘“Vagabond
Shoes’, back by popular demand. A great night, not to
be missed, with entrance just £2. Bar and snacks
available from 7.30pm. Any act wishing to perform,
please book in advance by calling Rob on 01638
507997.

The Garden Club Plant Sale will be

K v
%%%* é’i% held on Saturday 13 May from
‘a’f‘i*’”;, %‘f‘ 10 am. Come along and stock up with

a great range of plants, and stay for
some homemade refreshments.

The Summer Show will be on Sunday 16 July.
Show schedules are now available from the Centre.

(1) The Fetching Hound Dog Parlour is now in
0 0 business, situated in the Centre car park. For
a friendly service for all your dog’s needs call

Stacie on 07584624911.

www.ellesmerecentre.org.uk, 01638 508212,
office@ellesmerecentre.org.uk

Catering Local

Any Occasion, Professional, Personalised
Hospitality Catering

Hot or Cold Finger and Fork Buffets, Canapés,
Junior Party Foods and Fine Dining

Birthdays, Weddings, Christenings and Funerals
Dinner Parties or Just Because.

§5pecz‘

Oveeseree e

Email: aspectcuisineigmail.com for information
or st www.aspectcuisine.com
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Contact us -
we can help!

friendly
computer
help and
support

01223 852 872
squeakymouse.com
support@squeakymouse.com
Offices in West Wratting and Stow-cum-Qu

Travel Advice

If you are planning to travel abroad please make sure
you allow enough time for any vaccinations you may
need. Collect a Travel Risk Assessment Form from
reception or download one from our website, fill it in
fully and return it to us no later than five weeks before
you travel. We will then contact you by phone within
one week to let you know if you need to attend for an
appointment, where the recommended vaccines or
medications will be given and follow-up injections
planned. We regret that no traveller will be seen
without a completed risk assessment form.

Before your appointment you are advised to go to:
www.fitfortravel.nhs.uk Look up the destination you
are travelling to, print off the information, read it and
bring it with you when you attend your appointment.
You can download our Basic Travel Advice Sheet or
collect a copy from reception. For additional
information you can visit the following websites:
www.fitfortravel.nhs.uk , www.nathnac.org,
www.fco.gov.uk/travel

Don’t leave it too late. Most vaccinations need to be
administered at least four weeks before departure, and
for some risky areas it’s three months.

Reed Flooring

Measure . Supply . Fit

* Carpets, Vinyl and more

* Experienced, professional and friendly service

* Free no-obligation quotation

* Domestic and commercial — a wide range of products to suit all
budgets

+ Samples brought to you in the comfort of your own home/workplace

» Measuring and fittings arranged for a time that suits you

* Unbeatable prices

07909 110772 01279 815185
reedflooring@gmail.com  www.reedflooring.co.uk
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PLUMBLINE

PLUMBING AND HEATING ENGINEER
PROFESSIONAL DOMESTIC PLUMBING SERVICE

Including Property Maintenance
Painting: Tiling: Plastering: Carpentry

Call John on
01223 893903

Supcik@talktalk.net
Fully Qualified and Insured

Friendly and Reliable Service

No Job Too Small

print room

Contemporary Fine Art Printing
Workshops | One-to-one Tuition | Open Access

Well-equipped professional artist studio,
small classes, quiet location, and easy parking

The Old Station, Station Road, Stow-cum-Quy,
Cambridge CB25 9AJ
Telephone: 01223 750280 / 07831 156465
Email: susie@susieturner.com
Website: www.susieturner.com

Under NHS services, we are able to give vaccines to
provide protection against hepatitis A, typhoid and
tetanus, polio, diphtheria and basic travel advice, free
of charge. In addition our travel clinic is able to offer
a more specialist service with a greater choice of
vaccines, for example rabies or yellow fever, which
are not free on the NHS.

When you make the appointment the clinician will
make it clear which vaccinations are covered by the
NHS and which will require payment, and you will be
required to pay before your appointment.

\

CUTTING & COLOURING

HAIR BY JO DENNY
/WOMEN | MEN | CHILDREN

. yd

41 LINTON HIGH STREET | T: 01223 893 285

(BEHIND BOSWELL'S BAKERY)

NO1YS dIVH SdOW

Common Questions:

» [ am leaving in less than three weeks’ time?
Inform reception and they will offer you the next
available travel clinic appointment. You will still
need to fill in and return the Travel Risk Assessment
Form before the appointment and the clinician will do
what they can, but full immunisation may not be
possible.

* [ think I only need a booster?
Fill in the Travel Risk Assessment Form stating
previous injections and return it, and an appropriate
appointment will be made.

» Will all my injections be given at the appointment?
Some immunisation requires a course of up to three
injections. You will be informed at your first
appointment, and further appointments planned.

» Can I get antibiotics and needles if I am travelling
to risky areas?
If it is recommended for the area you are travelling to,
we are able to give you a private prescription for
antibiotics. Needles are provided in the travel packs
that can be purchased.
Granta Medical Practices
(01223 727555, www.grantamedicalpractices.co.uk)

GENERAL BUILDING
BRICKWORK, PATIOS, CHIMNEYS

01223 290958

R BRISTLEY

9 COLLINGS PLACE, NEWMARKET

SANICLEAN

DRAIN & PLUMBING SERVICES

Drains Unblocked Fast

Toilets, Baths & Sinks
Guttering & Downpipes

Drain Repairs & CCTV Surveys
High Pressure Water Jetting
Domestic & Industrial

All Work Guaranteed

3 Newmarket (01638) 662439

Est. 1974
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St Andrew’s, West Wratting (10.45 am, unless noted otherwise)

SET UP FLOWERS CLEANING

Sunday 7t May Holy Communion Rev Kathy Bishop Jenny Linda Maggie
Sunday 14 May Holy Communion Very Rev Keith Johnson Sisse  Linda Sue
Sunday 215t May Holy Communion Very Rev Keith Johnson Alex Jenny Fanny
Sunday 28 May Holy Communion Rev Dr Carrie Pemberton Ford Ben Jenny Jenny

St Mary’s, Weston Colville (9.15 am)

FLOWERS CLEANING
May Gay Katie
June Gay Lucy

Roman Catholic Mass
Every Saturday at 5.30 pm, Sundays at 10 am and noon, at
St Philip Howard Church, Cherry Hinton. Every Saturday

at 6.30 pm, Sundays at 10 am, Haverhill (St Felix Roman
Catholic Church)

DIARY

May 2017

Wed 3 West Wratting Over 60s
Weston Colville Cinema Club, Reading Room
West Wratting Sports Pavilion AGM

Fri5 Tea & Cakes, Reading Room
First Friday bridge, West Wratting
Sat 6 Saturday Morning Caf¢, West Wratting
Farmers’ Market, Linton
Mon 8 Cutoff for West Wratting oil syndicate orders
Wed 10 Cutoff for Weston Colville oil syndicate orders
Thur 11  d’Abo Tennis Club annual supper party
Sat 13 Circular walk from Weston Colville
Balsham Community Market
Mon 15  Weston Colville Annual Parish Meeting
Weston Colville Parish Council meeting
Wed 17  Talk on ‘Jupiter’, Reading Room
West Wratting Book Club
Thur 18  West Wratting Lunch Club
Sat 20 Plant Sales, West Wickham and Balsham
Tues 23  Where’s our Doctor Gone? talk, Hildersham
Thur 25  Ascension Day eucharist, Stapleford
Sun 28  RAF Wratting Common memorial service

www.westwratting.org.uk

for information on:

What’s On Directory Parish Council
Parish History Local Sports Village Hall Events
Church News Parish Matters  Village Calendar

Please send us your contributions, events,
notices, photos and comments.

Revd Kathy Bishop, Associate Priest
tel: 892288 email: revkathy@hotmail.co.uk
Very Revd Keith Johnson, Honorary Associate Priest
tel: 890835 email: jkeith1412@gmail.com
Mr Steven Wheeler, Licensed Lay Minister
tel: 290643 email: steven@juicyfruitsuk.com
Mrs Rosemary Mead, Authorised Lay Minister
tel: 891718 email: leonardavmead@hotmail.com
Mr Keith Day, Authorised Lay Minister
tel: 891527 email: keithdday@btinternet.com

Churchwardens:
St Mary’s — lan Ashbridge (291344)
Philippa Coates (290842)

St Andrew’s — Sebastian Bain (403415),
Alex Walsham (291491)

Parish Council Clerks:

Weston Colville — Christine King,
wcpc@typo.demon.co.uk, 01223 290963

West Wratting — Jenny Richards,
j.richards597@btinternet.com, 01223 665260

Church Administrator: Caroline (Cazzy) Walshe,
7churches.seven@gmail.com, 01223 891443

Parish Nurse: Claire Gillett,
7churches.parishnurse@gmail.com, 07498 994205

Black bins: Monday 8" & 22" May,

Monday 5% & 19t June

Blue & green bins: Tues 2", Mon 15%, Tues 30t May,
Monday 12t & 26 June
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Mobile library: first Tuesday of each month.

High Street, West Wratting 12.15-12.45
Post Office, Weston Green 1.50 -2.15
Mill Hill, Weston Colville 2.20-2.50

Editor: Anne Bragg (290550) or email:
editor@challengemag.co.uk
Thank you for all your articles, news, etc. If these are sent by
email, they are always acknowledged; if you don’t get a reply,
your items haven’t been received. Contributions can also be
left at Weston Colville Post Office. Some may have to be
edited, to fit the space available, and are published at the
discretion of the editor.

June issue’s copy date: Saturday 20% May




