WEST  WRATTING  PARISH  COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 12th
January 2015 in the Village Hall at 8pm


Those present were:  Chairman Job, Cllrs. Nichols, McCall, Ross-Bain &                  

                                               Snow, Dist.Cllr Fraser, County Cllr. Hickford,    

                                               3 parishioners & the Parish Clerk.

1. Apologies: Dist.Cllrs. Barrett and Fraser.

2. Declaration of interest:  None

3. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 10th November were signed as correct.  Hannah Okkenhaug offered her services to the council and following a vote proposed by Cllr.McCall and seconded by Cllr. Job, it was agreed to co-opt her onto the council.  Both Hannah Okkenhaug and Richard Holness, who had been voted on at the last meeting, signed their Declaration of Interest and Register of Parish Member’s Financial and Other Interest  forms and took their place on the council.

4. Opportunity for public statement:
Colin McCall (Footpath Officer) told Council that the footpaths are now very muddy and no work can be carried out on them.  Litter is still being collected by his team.

5.   Planning:
a) S/2268/14/PO – Camgrain – removing restrictions on lorry movements.  The Chairman had not yet received a date for the committee meeting but it is thought to be in February, and he would definitely be attending this.  However it is understood that the agent for Camgrain had put up a proposal to put in an exclusion zone for Balsham and West Wratting but we have not had confirmation of this yet.  The question was raised as to how this exclusion zone would be monitored.  The Chairman had been in touch with English Heritage regarding the damage caused to old and listed buildings through vibration of the grain lorries.

b) S/29992/14/LB  - 7 High St., Mr & Mrs K Roberts.  Cllr. McCall had looked at the application and three other councillors had seen it.  It was therefore agreed at the meeting that this application should be approved.  The Chairman explained to the new councillors why there should be a planning meeting rather than passing the application round to all councillors, which is how it used to be done.  It needed to be shown that there was no undue influence on councillors, which could happen when reading comments passed on with the application.  A meeting need only consist of 3 councillors but it has to be a public meeting.  If it is not done correctly any decision could be invalidated.  It was agreed that the applications should be looked at by Cllr. McCall first and if she feels a meeting is unnecessary then the application could be passed round and each councillor could email their comments to the Parish Clerk

5. Housing Survey:  Nothing new to report.

6. Correspondence:  A correspondence folder has been distributed.

7. Finance:  Updated accounts distributed to Councillors.

a) authorised payments:
£138.40    HMRevenue PAYE for 3rd quarter (chq.922 paid)

£362.14    Parish Clerk’s salary (Dec/Jan) (chq.923)

£150.00    Rob McGrath re demolition of Bowls green shed (chq.924)

£156.30    CGM Cambridge (Inv. 5987) (chq.925)

£ 25 .00    STP Stationery for half share of renewal of AVG (2 yrs) (chq.926)

£ 75.00     Donation to Challenge to help with printing costs (chq. 927).

b) Monies received: None

c) Budget & Precept:  It was agreed to go through the Agenda and discuss this at the end.

8. Maintenance: (including item 10)

a) Play Area re offers of help: Klaus Okkenhaug has kindly offered to look after the maintenance of the Play Area, for which thanks were given. 

b) Pocket Park – No further information.

c) Village Hall re various maintenance needs:  The priority is to repair or replace the flat roof.  An architect has been to look at it and tenders are being sought.

d) Safety gateways:  Cllr. Nicholls told council that David Lines from CCC had been out to look at the safety situation.  He said there could be no flashing signs, bumps or cushions because there is no lighting in the village.  He was in favour of putting a 40mph sign 400m before the 30mph sign coming into both ends of the village and possibly move the 30mph signs further out.  Painting rondels on the road could be done at a cost of £100 per rondel.  Regarding removal of central white lines, there must be lines at junctions and bends but otherwise they could be taken out.  He agreed that the present lines at junctions and bends needed repainting and he would see that this was carried out.  As a safety measure making the Six Mile Bottom road entry into a T junction by removing the verge to make a right hand angle would be sensible.  All signage would be at the Parish Councils cost.  It would be unlikely that Weight Restriction would be allowed.  With regard to gates these would cost £600/pr.  Moving mph signs would cost approx. £2000.  The Chairman suggested asking the parishioners if they would agree to the council requesting a higher Precept in order to pay for these safety features.  There is approx. £2000 available from the S106 payments and so it is necessary to work out priorities and costs before making decisions.  The Chairman thanked Cllr. Nicholls.

11.  Report on meetings attended by Cllrs.:
a) Sports Pavilion:  

Cllrs. McCall and Snow attended a Sports Pavilion committee meeting.

a) A letter asking for permission to have use of the ground on 11th July for their annual charity event – this was agreed

b) Letter received from Secretary of the WW Pavilion Committee requesting £1200 from the Sinking Fund to fund the cost of protecting their oil tank, which had been emptied of oil in 2014.  This was discussed at some length and it was agreed that not enough information had been given as to how they were going to protect the existing tank.  Also there seemed to have been no investigation into other methods of heating than oil, or finding out through their insurance cover the best means of protection.  A vote was taken as to whether the Parish Council would support the use of the sinking fund to pay for this work and it was agreed not to as more information was needed.  Cllr. Holness said he would look into alternative types of heating.  The Parish Clerk  was asked to reply saying that there was insufficient information about what they want to do for the Parish Council to agree.

12.  District Cllrs. Barrett & Fraser not present to report.

13. Report by County Cllr. Hickford:
a) City Deal meeting held today and he was pleased to report that the A1307 is now on the priority list so a study which needed to be done following the survey will now be carried out.

b) There will be an A1307 meeting on 2nd February 2015 at 7.30 in Linton.

c) Local Highways Improvement Scheme:  82 applications have been made.

d) Skippers Lane – Negotiations with the landowners are ongoing.   

14. Any Other Business:  
a) The drains are overflowing in the High Street and have been reported.  The Chairman said he would ask Mike Turner if he could look into this.

8c:  Budget & Precept:  It was agreed that Cllr. Okkenhaug would monitor finances and set the budget for 2015/16.  The amount of precept to be requested was discussed and it was agreed to request 2% (£211.00), which is the present rate of inflation.  It was felt necessary to keep a good reserve as the Parish Council has assets which have to be maintained, e.g. the village hall, the Pump shelter, the Pound, the Sports Pavilion.  A vote was taken and all agreed.

The next meeting will be held on Monday 9th March 2015.







Chairman……………………………..

