WEST  WRATTING  PARISH  COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 8th
September 2014 in the Village Hall at 8pm


Those present were:  Chairman Job, Cllrs. Nichols & McCall.  

          Dist.Cllrs Barrett & Fraser, 3 parishioners




             & the Parish Clerk.

1. Apologies:
Apologies were received from Cllrs. Ross-Bain and Snow.

2. Declaration of interest:  None

3. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 14th July were signed as correct.

4. Opportunity for public statement:
Colin McCall (Footpath Officer) told Council that the footpaths would have the last cut between now and the end of September.  He had asked the local farmer not to spray the paths with Round Up.  The hedges on the High Street have been cut and it is hoped that the field hedges will be cut back in February.  Simon Anderson, one of the volunteers, has requested the purchase of a lawn mower to cut the paths, approx. price £500, which would probably be stored in his garage.  This will have to go on the Agenda for the next meeting.  The Cattle Pound has not been cut and bamboo shoots are coming through from the house next to it.  Colin McCall had strimmed it but wondered whose responsibility it was.  It of course belongs to the Parish and it would be good to have someone volunteer to keep it tidy.  He requested the purchase of some Roundup to kill the bamboo.  This was agreed and suggested he purchase this himself and let the Council have the bill.  At the moment the Play area is being strimmed by a parishioner but he has said he doesn’t wish to do this anymore and so the Parish Clerk could put a note in Challenge asking for volunteers.  The strimmer would be available for use.  The Six Mile Bottom road had been litter picked.

5. Planning:
a) S/2763/13 – Solar Farm – Approved by SCDC.

b) The Chairman complained about the disregard of SCDC Planning Dept. to the comments of the Parish Council, which spends considerable time on applications that are contentious and then any advice is usually totally ignored with no feedback at all.  Dist.Cllr. Barrett said he would try and get some answers and suggested that members of the Parish Council might attend the Special Planning meetings held once or twice a year where they could air their feelings.

6. Housing Survey:  Not reported on as Cllr. Ross Bain absent.

7. Correspondence:  None

8. Finance:  Updated accounts distributed to Councillors.

a) authorised payments:
£359.18   Parish Clerk’s salary (2 months) (chq.912)

£127.92     CGM Cambridge (Inv. 5513) (chq.913)

£  30.00    Sapien IT Services Ltd. registration fee (chq. 914)

Monies received: None

9. Maintenance:

a) Sensor light at entrance to recreation ground:  Cllr. McCall reported that Colin Miller from the Football Club said he could do this.  The cost would be approx. £420.  This was agreed.

b) Play Area re RoSPA report:  Cllrs. Snow and Ross Bain had carried out the necessary repairs pointed out by the report and had also cleaned the area up.

c) Pocket Park – Nothing further to discuss at present.

d) The Parish Clerk had had a request from Chris Aylmer of the Newmarket Ramblers to use the recreation ground car park on Sunday Feb.15th between 10am and 12.15pm, with 10/12 cars.  The Parish Clerk will email Blanche Miller, secretary of the Junior and Senior Football club to check out match play.

e) Safety Gateways:  Cllr. Nichols had information and a brochure of the different types of gateway to be placed at each entrance of roads leading into the village as a measure to slow traffic down at an approximate cost of £846 each.  It was agreed that the cost would be too much to do all five roads into the village but possibly the two main ones.  Cllr. Nichols will look further into it and check with CCC Highways Dept regarding permission. 

10. Minor Highway Improvement Scheme:  Unfortunately Cllr. Ross Bain could not report on further information about rondels to be placed on the road as he was unable to attend this meeting.

11.  Report on meetings attended by Cllrs.:
a) Cllr. McCall reported that the village hall clocktower was in need of some attention.  Paul Stevenson will give a quote for the work and maybe the Village Hall Management Committee or the Parish Council could request an award from the Wind Farm money, as it was agreed that the Parish Council has some responsibility to look after the hall which belongs to the Parish.

b) Sports Pavilion:  

1. Following the theft of all the oil in the tank next to the Sports Pavilion, they want to build a wall or buy a container to house the tank.  They want to use money from the Sinking Fund if this is appropriate.  The Chairman said if the Council agrees this request the Football Club must be seen to be fund raising to pay the money back into the Sinking Fund.  He asked for the views of Council and pointed out that the Sinking Fund was about £6000, considerably less than it should be.  Council agreed with his view and all felt that they had not looked into this properly, e.g. planning permission would probably be required for building a wall or having a container;  have they consulted the Police or claimed on their insurance.  This needs further consideration but oil theft is a problem and several households have had the same thing happen.

2. The sit-on mower broke down and was found to be unmendable.  Colin Miller therefore bought a new machine at a cost of £1200 using Sinking Fund money.  This is totally contrary to their lease, (see Schedule IV, item 14).  It may be necessary to take control of this Fund, or have joint signatories.  The Parish Clerk was asked to write to the Treasurer pointing out that it was an offence and asking that the money is paid back into the Fund forthwith.

3. Bowls Green area:  The hedges are in need of cutting back and the windows of the small hut have been smashed leaving broken glass in the grass.  It is necessary to remove the hut and get the hedges cut.  Cllr Nichols said Rob McGrath (son of Dick Daniels) might possibly carry out the removal of the glass and board up the hut to make it secure from entry and she would ask him and get a price.  The hedges can wait for the moment.

12.  Traffic & general issues re speeding:  Cllr. Nichols reported.

a) Cllr.Nichols had spoken to Leanne Fisher who would be pleased to come and talk about speeding traffic at a Surgery on a Saturday.

b) Gates – reported on above.

c)  Speed Watch with Louise Cook – they are hoping to do one every 5/6 weeks and hope to encourage the Police to have a presence;  you do not need signs when they speed watch.  Leanne can only do Speed watch inside the village whereas the Police can do it outside the boundaries.

d) Rondels and chevrons on the roads do make people more aware;  could possibly have a 40mph speed limit before the 30mph limit thus slowing traffic down, especially where there are a number of houses beyond the 30mph limit.  The Chairman thanked Cllr. Nichols and asked her to put together a number of proposals to help with limiting the speed.

e) The Chairman reported on the response he got from Thurlow Estate following his complaint about one of the drivers.  This was very quick and the problem dealt with and it has been noticed that the grain lorries are sticking to the 20mph limit through the village.  However he had asked the question as to why so many lorries were going through the village and he received a visit from the Estate to explain that all the grain is being shipped straight from the field direct to the grain store.  They are looking at different routes to spread the traffic level and the Chairman has made them aware that if things do not improve the Parish Council will apply for a weight restriction through the village.  He would like them to attend one of the Parish Council meetings to hear the views of the Council.  Cllr. McCall considered that it is the lorries through the rest of the year that are more of a problem.

13. Report by District Cllrs Barrett/Fraser:
Cllr. Barrett reported back on the grass cutting by SCDC of Hayter Close.  The contract is for 12 cuts a year carried out every ¾ weeks.  Council needs to check whether this is done.

14. Report by County Cllr. Hickford:  Not present.

15. Any Other Business:  None.

The next meeting will be held on Monday 10th November 2014.







Chairman……………………………..

