TENNIS CLUB report 2013/14

In summary the club is in a healthy state.  The number of members was up last year and financial reserves continue to grow as a fund for when the court needs resurfacing.  

This year the court has just been repainted and looks good and we have drawn up a new Constitution which was approved at the recent AGM

So all in all we seem in good shape.

Robert Fairey 16 April 2014.

PARISH PATHS PARTNERSHIP 

County Council managed to do three cuts in 2013, but likely only to do two cuts in 2014.

The cross-field paths were cut rather than round-upped during the year, and the new Farm Manager, Lee Tubby, will continue the policy of cutting rather than weed killing the cross-field paths this year

Many thanks, again, to Raymond and Simon Anderson for their invaluable job of cutting and strimming, and also to Louise Chindit Cook for hacking the brambles back on the path alongside Scarlett’s Farm. Also thanks, again, to all the clippers and cutters who keep brambles and grass at bay.

Colin McCall

WEST WRATTING VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Bookings are steady. The new booking system is working well in the hands of our new Bookings Secretary, via telephone, e-mail and web-site. User groups continue to express satisfaction with our facilities. 

At the end of last year our bank balance was at a 10-year low, reflecting the continuing cost of maintaining an old building. However, there are signs we may be turning the corner, and our current balance of around £7000 is slightly above typical annual outgoings. 

Following a professional Fire Safety Risk Assessment in 2013, in which no major problems were identified, curtains have been treated with an approved fire retardant solution, and signage has been brought up to standard. 

Until recently there were no major structural worries. However, a recent electrical fault has pointed us to a leak in the flat roof. At this stage, there is no indication that this spells the end of our existing roof. We hope we have the problem remedied and the electrics have been made safe. 

The Management Committee meets six times each year, and their loyalty and commitment is impressive. We have instituted a twice-yearly clean-up which enables us to keep an eye on the internal state of repair and decoration. This year we have initiated a simultaneous systematic inspection of the external fabric of the building by village residents who are well versed practically and professionally in these matters. 

Members of the Management Committee have accepted their responsibilities as Trustees of West Wratting Village Hall. The Parish Council remains the Custodial Trustee of the charity. We value Parish Council representation on our committee (indeed it is a stipulation in our trust document) and appreciate the fact that we have continued to have ad hoc representation at all of our meetings even though we have lost our two nominated members. 

Together we hope we can continue to ensure that the hall is a valuable Parish asset, and not a liability. 

Mike Rowland 

Chairman, West Wratting Village Hall Management Committee

LUNCH CLUB

Short report from Suan Rowland, organiser of the Lunch Club
The Lunch Club is now in its 4th year, is well attended and we all always enjoy the 2 course meals produced by Peter at The Chestnuts

Canon John Fellows

Report on the year at St Andrews.

I am pleased to say that church life at St Andrew’s has continued the positive trend to which I referred last year. Congregational numbers have been maintained at around 14, but both Christmas and Easter saw much larger numbers, and both were increases on last year. The major transformation, however, has been in finance. For years we have struggled to balance the books, but in 2013 a determined effort to inform and encourage giving has resulted in a deficit of nearly £500 in 2012 becoming a surplus of £2,500. We are not out of the woods yet, and the reserves need to be built up, but the outlook is more positive than it has been for a long time.

One of the main calls on our resources is of course the fabric. We are managing to keep on schedule with the work that our architect requires us to do. We have of course suffered a grievous loss in the death of David Wallace and the move of Don Baker to Torquay. Together they brought an incredible amount of skill, knowledge, dedication and sheer hard work to maintaining the fabric. A recent highlight in church life was the concert to remember David and say thank you to the Wadlow Wind Farm Community Fund for contributing to last year’s restoration of the organ.

This concert was not a fundraising event but it is important to acknowledge the hard work of Jeanette Job, Linda Gorman and a team of helpers in organising a number of fundraising events for the Fabric Fund. I especially commend the Fete & Show at the beginning of August, which is rapidly becoming an important element in the life of the whole village community, as well as the church.

On a personal level I have enormously enjoyed both living and ministering in West Wratting during the past year and would like to acknowledge the friendliness and general kindness of so many people.

JMF 1.05.14

West Wratting Senior Football Club 2013/2014 Season

The First Team have finished a creditable 7th place in the Kershaw premier division (which is the highest level to be played at without stands and floodlights). They ended up finalists in the Premier League cup final which was played at Histon football club on the 5th of May unfortunately we lost in the last 5 minutes 2-1. One of First Team players has won top goal scorer in all of the Cambs premier league and is due to collect his trophy on the 6th of June at the Cambs  FA presentation evening. 

The Reserves also reached a creditable 11th place in the Kershaw Senior B league.

Our Third team known as the A Team which was formed to get young players from 17 upwards used to adult football. Unfortunately they got relegated from 4a to 5a.

The club as a whole is very highly regarded as a model club by the Cambridgeshire FA and in fact the Football association itself. This year we have once again gained  our Charter Standard Level which is a set of rules set up by the FA which we have to work to each year.  

Both sides of the Club adults and youth are continuing to work together  along with the Parish council on the Pavilion committee.  

Once again we are having our Music event to raise funds for our chosen charity and the Club on the 28th of June.

Finally on behalf of the Senior Football team I would like to thank the Parish council for their continued support and please all feel free to come and use the facilities when the new season starts. 

Sara Boreham

West Wratting FC secretary

The West Wratting Bridge Club

The club continues to meet in the Village Hall on the first Friday of every month from 7.30pm.

The number attending varies, sometimes as many as twenty. Partners are not necessary. The charge of Â£1.50 per person covers the cost of hiring the hall. Ours is a very informal Bridge Club to which all players are very welcome. We play Chicago Bridge and usually change partners several times during the evening. We break for drinks (wine or tea / coffee) and nibbles. It is a more social, less competitive club than most. 

Many of those attending come from surrounding villages. 

We welcome new players. If you are interested in finding out more, please contact me; (01223 290070) sherry.odonovan@gmail.com">sherry.odonovan@gmail.com
Sherry O'Donovan.

