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Book Exchange at Church End 
Thank you for using the new book exchange – it’s 
been a successful start!  We visit regularly to keep it 
clean and tidy so it’s easy to see the books.  It’s now 
well stocked and arranged with fiction, children’s, 
teens’ and some non-fiction – and we’ll do a rotation 
of what’s inside at the end of each month.  The bench 
next to it, at 2.4 metres long, is also perfect for social 
distance chats.   
If you have accumulated a bag of books, the phone 
box is not the place for them, as it’s a cosy space and 
we’d like books to be on display.  Bags could be 
dropped off with one of us for storing and rotating –  

 just put your name on.  
There’s another way you can 
help, too – if you’re going past 

and it’s raining and the door is 
propped open with the stone, can 

you please close it, and vice versa?  
We’d appreciate any feedback, too.  

Happy reading! 
Joyce, Emma Kaye, Jackie B. and 

Jacqueline, Community Bookworms 

Weston Colville Village Map 
Since lockdown there has been a significant increase 
in the number of delivery drivers in the village, and 
many spend some time driving around looking for a 
particular house.  When they ask me for directions I 
inevitably stumble and so I thought that it would be 
beneficial if they could refer to a village map.  My 
request for volunteers on the village Facebook group, 
didn't provide anyone, so I made a start.  I have 
completed the Church End area but this attempt needs 
to be improved by someone with skills in layout and 
design.  Also it needs to cover the whole village and 
to be of value it should be on display, even in its 
truncated form.  In the meantime it has its own  

Facebook page: Weston Colville Village Map.  
If you have the time to help in some way, 
by collecting the basic data or compiling 
the results, please post on the Weston 
Colville Facebook page.  

Peter Milner  (290540) 

West Wratting Oil Syndicate 
There will be a West Wratting oil syndicate fill-up  
this month, with an order cut-off of Monday 13th July 
at 6.30 pm. 
Place your orders either by email to me at 
WestWrattingOil@gmail.com and put your surname in 
the subject box, or by phone/text on 07982 291922.   
If you require a 'fill-up' please provide a rough 
estimate of the quantity and also make sure that you 
tell me if you have any special delivery requirements.  
In addition to the regular suppliers, I may use 
BoilerJuice or another order consolidation website, 
whoever gives the best price.  Remember that 
syndicate orders take at least a couple of weeks from 
the cut-off date to be collated, brokered and delivered, 
but if you take the minimum of 500 litres every time 
there’s a fill up, you’ll always be buying at the best 
price. 
The next syndicate order is anticipated to be in 
October. 

Phil Tempest  (westwrattingoil@gmail.com) 

Weston Colville Parish Council  
The council will be meeting via Zoom on Monday  
6th July at 7.30 pm.  The planning application for the 
Ivy House development will be discussed.  If you 
would like to attend and/or make comments, please 
apply to me via email to receive the login details. 

Jess Ashbridge, Weston Colville Parish Clerk 
     (jess@agrarian.biz) 
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Volunteers Needed 
1.  St Mary’s Church – volunteers are needed to 

help clear ivy from the gravestones behind St 
Mary’s Church in Weston Colville.  Come and 
help to discover a bit of history!  Young, old, 
students, children …  please call 290807 or 
290524. 
2.  Cricket Field – as part of efforts to keep the 
cricket ground in good order we are organising a 
work party to clear the ditch which runs around 
the edge of the field to the Reading Room car 
park.  Once we have a list of volunteers we will 
set a date for the work (probably a Saturday). To 
allow us to stay safe we propose family groups are 
allocated a specific section and work using their 
own tools.  Having surveyed the ditch, most of the 
work will involve removing undergrowth, saplings 
and low hanging branches.  Please let us know if 
you can help out.  Many thanks. 
Melanie  (07890 296998 ) and Jo  (07798 525300) 

Churches open for the public 
It's very welcome news that our churches are now 
open for individual visits: for prayer, reflection and 
moments of peace.  Whilst we do need to apply all the 
necessary precautions and rules including social 
distancing and the use of hand sanitisers on entering 
and leaving, I hope they may once more become 
places of welcome for all, places where we 
acknowledge that, in the words of T S Eliot, “prayer 
has been valid”.  Sunday services at 10 am – usually 
lasting around 30 to 40 minutes – will continue via 
Zoom, and information about how to join these 
services is available from Cazzy Walshe, Parish 
Administrator, at 7churches.seven@gmail.com  

Revd Iain McColl 

2

We service and repair all garden machinery. 

We also have a fully stocked showroom with  
new and secondhand machines ranging from  

strimmers through to ride-on tractors. 

Collection and delivery available. 

Gog Magog Mower Services 
Unit 1, Copley Hill Business Park, Babraham

01223 832894          
david@gogmagogmowers.co.uk 

www.gogmagogmowers.co.uk

R BRISTLEY
9 COLLINGS PLACE, NEWMARKET

• Drains Unblocked Fast• Toilets, Baths & Sinks• Guttering & Downpipes• Drain Repairs & CCTV Surveys• High Pressure Water Jetting• Domestic & Industrial• All Work Guaranteed 
☎ Newmarket (01638) 662439  

Est. 1974

SANICLEAN
DRAIN & PLUMBING SERVICES

STILL OPEN FOR EMERGENCIES

paulnicholson418@gmail.com

 STILL OPEN FOR EXTERIOR WORK

∆ Eastern Counties Oil Services
✓ Boiler and range cooker servicing
✓ Grant boilers registered G-One Plus installer
✓ Free 5 or 10 year guarantee on new Grant boilers
✓ Pressurised hot water systems registered installer
✓ All aspects of plumbing and heating work undertaken
✓ 24 hour emergency service available

Weston Colville: 01223 291374 or 07827 810344
john@easterncountiesoilservices.co.uk

 OPEN AS USUAL

mailto:john@easterncountiesoilservices.co.uk
mailto:john@easterncountiesoilservices.co.uk
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Covid-19 Weston Colville Helpers 
As Covid-19 guidelines are starting to ease, we 
wanted to acknowledge and thank you all for helping 
and supporting our community during this time.  In 
particular, Suan Rowland, Alan Chamberlain and 
Peter Causton for their weekly collection and 
deliveries of medications, Emma Kaye for her daily 
delivery of papers, medications and essential 
shopping items, Rosemary Davenport for her compost 
and plant drop offs, Ruth Hazleman for organising the 
delivery of veg and fruit boxes and Anne and Ray 
Vidler for delivering them, Steve Gibson for leading 
on our VE day celebrations and weekly DJ, Claire 
Gillet the Parish Nurse, Anne Bragg for compiling 
Challenge, The Chestnut Tree (again) for providing 
home-cooked meals and the countless people in West 
Wratting and Weston Colville who help deliver them, 
Balsham Post Office (Peter the postman), Plumbs 
Dairy (Paul the milkman), The Old Butchers café and 
Field Compost Ltd who have continued to support our 
village under unusual circumstances.  A special thank 
you is extended to those who have set up the plant and 
book exchanges, hoping these will continue to serve 
the village in the future, and The Mills and Green 
families for setting up the Weston Colville 2.6K 
challenge and raising £295 for Suffolk MIND charity.  

Also to everyone who has used the village WhatsApp 
and Facebook pages for their eternal cheery outlook, 
and countless friends and neighbours who have 
purchased extra or swapped food items to keep us safe 
at home. 
THANK YOU SO MUCH.  Let’s keep going . . . 

Mel Stammer and Jo Jackson 

Base for Parasol – Free to Collect 
We have a white plastic parasol base, 10 kg when 
filled with water/sand.  It’ll be on the verge outside  
20 Spring Terrace, Church End, Weston Colville.  

Alastair and Jacqueline 
(291475, jacquelinetheteacher@hotmail.com) 
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GARDEN MAINTENANCE 
We offer a professional and reliable service 
from lawn mowing to new planting projects.  

Other services include tree surgery and 
hedge cutting. 

Please telephone Zara or Francis at 

Napier Garden Planning 
Tel : 01638 508847 

Westley Waterless, Newmarket 
e-mail: napierfz@aol.com  

As a long established Haverhill firm we are the natural choice 
for all your accountancy and tax requirements 

Contact Jon Griffey, Philip Hackett or Simon Iron or just call in 
to our offices on the Market Square, 2 Mill Road, Haverhill 

! 01440 762024 
www.hackettgriffey.com 

Feline-only veterinary clinic, providing stress free 
care for both you and your cat. 

01223 880707 
info@cambridgecatclinic.co.uk 

Cox’s Drove, Fulbourn, Cambridge,  CB21 5HE 

Feline better!

STILL 
OPEN

SMB GAS 
CALOR GAS 
DELIVERIES 

NEW TO NEWMARKET AND SURROUNDING 
VILLAGES.   CALL FOR A QUOTE OR TO CHECK 

DELIVERY AREA


01638 570046 
mandy@sixmilebottomshoot.co.uk

STILL OPEN FOR DELIVERIES

PEST CONTROL SERVICES  
AGRICULTURAL AND DOMESTIC 

CLUSTER FLIES, LOFT AREA,  
RABBITS, RATS, 

MICE, MOLES, WASPS & INSECTS 

CONTACT R DANIELS 

01223 290570 / 07773 682676 

http://www.hackettgriffey.com
http://www.hackettgriffey.com
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Parish Matters 
What a change the world has 
undergone in a matter of months.  
Restrictions imposed on us by the 
government to only go for a walk 
each day, and stay at home the rest 
of the time, and with all unnecessary travel 
prohibited; it is the small things we take for granted 
that suddenly are important.  Simple things like a hair 
cut or meeting friends at the pub. 
Many have faced big challenges with their jobs, 
illness and loneliness.  Many have sacrificed their 
time to help others, especially supporting the NHS. 
Thank you to all those who have helped in any way at 
all at a very vulnerable time for those living in our 
villages.  Friendships have been forged and old 
friendships renewed, with more time on our hands. 
It has not all been negative because what we have 
received is, in the words of Gerard Manley Hopkins, 
“the world charged with the grandeur of God”.  We 
enjoyed good weather, which has been so warm and 
dry, and with the lack of traffic on the roads and 
aeroplane traffic in the sky, nature emerged in full 
swing for us to hear varied birdsong.  Flowers and 
butterflies drew our attention to what we have missed  

in years gone by – such a great joy.  Best of all are 
moments to appreciate the bigger picture of life.  Time 
to take stock of who we are and what we are.  Do we 
want to go back to how we were or do we want to 
take with us the blessings of living in the moment and 
not rushing on to the next task?  We all will benefit 
from this. 
And now change is happening again as we emerge 
from lockdown with our churches opening for private 
prayer, giving us the chance to visit as we walk in the 
villages.  A sanctuary and a chance to be still.  
Although we can pray anywhere, at home or in the 
garden, our church buildings have been the physical 
space where we can connect to God.  The Eucharist 
was presided and the word of God proclaimed, and 
remembering the saints offers a depth to prayer. 
Added to this, our memories of special events enables 
our spirit to soar to a new level with hope restored.  

We come back to life ready for the next challenge; 
coming back to life to ‘go and experience the 
grandeur of God’. 
So whilst we might want to have our haircut, or have 
a pint today, hopefully in the near future that will 
happen.  Blessings. 

Revd Kathy Bishop 
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Charter House
Burrough Green

Newmarket
Suffolk  CB8 9NG

Want to feel empowered and back in 
control of your life? 

We do this together, inspiring you to be who you want to be.  
We get you to be in action, in communication, knowledgeable, 

and accountable for your healthy body and mind. 
I’ve supported and helped youngsters to airline pilots,  

head teachers to stay at home mums.  I’m known for my 
commitment, my passion, understanding real women’s issues, 
and making a huge impact, leaving my clients feeling mentally 

uplifted and physically invigorated. 
It all begins with a chat, so call or message me:  

07791 837114    clairefoycoaching@gmail.com  
Fully equipped, qualified and insured Specialist Advanced Personal Trainer,  

NLP Coach and Sports Massage Therapist

PERSONAL FACETIME SESSIONS

     Caroline Pinkham-Smith
         MCFHP    MAFHP

Foot Health Practitioner
Nail Trimming, Corns, Callus, Fungal & Thickened Nails, 

Cracked Heels, Ingrowing Toe Nails, Athlete’s Foot, Verrucas

07969 253674
Home visits and Clinic appointments available



July 2020

West Wratting Book Club 
Our June book was one with local interest, ‘Stuart: a 
Life Backwards’ by Alexander Masters.  This was a 
biography of a homeless man, Stuart Shorter, whom 
the author came across on the streets of Cambridge in 
1998 and who was helped by outreach workers to 
obtain a flat and to start sorting out his life.  Many 
will remember the ‘Cambridge Two’ who were 
imprisoned having been found guilty of allowing drug 
trading on the Wintercomfort site, and the campaign 
which eventually obtained their release.  Stuart was 
heavily involved with this campaign and also 
appeared in a TV documentary.   
Early on in the book we discover the sad end to his 
story, whether deliberate or accidental.  We are taken 
back to learn how his life had unfolded and, 
eventually, what had caused him to ‘go off the rails’ 
and his life to become ‘chaotic’.  Nearly everyone 
agreed that it was worth reading, well written and 
very revealing about the lives of the homeless on our 
streets.  It highlights the reasons for them becoming 
so and aspects of the systems set up to deal with and 
help them, with both positive and negative results.  
Not least is the view of life in prison and the treatment 
by other prisoners and warders at the time.  It also 
shows Stuart’s native intelligence, and one wonders  

what a different person he could have been had events 
taken a different direction.  One person, who had ‘not 
enjoyed’ the book, wondered how much truth there 
was in Stuart’s description of what had happened to 
him and the things he had done but, as another of our 
number said, allowing for all the damage done to his 
mind, both physically, psychologically and by alcohol 
and drugs, this was Stuart’s reality.  It was also 
pointed out that Masters did consult others including 
family who would have added to and corroborated 
what he said, as well as official documentation.  One 
would hope that some things have changed for the 
better since Stuart’s time but it is not always obvious 
that it has.  There are also moments of humour, not 
least in the descriptions of Stuart’s ‘business’ ideas. 
Someone was surprised at how the book ended, but 
then it was pointed out that this was, in effect, the 
beginning.  Some said it was difficult to like Stuart.  
Was it the system that failed Stuart or he who failed 
the system by not making the most of the chances of 
help he was given?  Had he been too damaged?  
Scores varied between 7 and 10 out of 10, and it was 
thought to be well worth reading. 
Our next book is ‘Girl, Woman, Other’ by Bernadine 
Evaristo, 7.30 pm on Wednesday 15th July via Zoom.  

Linda Gorman 

5

The Street · Great Thurlow · Suffolk CB9 7LA 
Tel: 01440 783248   www.thurlowgarage.co.uk

MOT & CAR CARE CENTRE
GARAGE

Digital recording of Service History

For a friendly and reliable 
personal service call now.

STILL HERE!

PLUMBLINE)
PLUMBING)AND)HEATING)ENGINEER)
PROFESSIONAL+DOMESTIC+PLUMBING+SERVICE+

Call)John)on)
01223)893903)

Fully+Qualified+and+Insured+

Including+Property+Maintenance+
PainEng:+Tiling:+Plastering:+Carpentry+++++++++

Friendly+and+Reliable+Service+ No+Job+Too+Small+

Supcik@talktalk.net+

OPEN AS USUAL

HOME ANIMAL CARE 
Let me take care of your pets,  
while you are out at work or away 
on holiday.  I am a very responsible 
and reliable registered Pet Sitter, with many years’ 
experience.  I am fully insured and would like to 
have the opportunity to care for your pets. 

Phone: Catherine  01223 291411 / 07778 921334 
info@homeanimalcare.co.uk 
catherineneale9@icloud.com 

    National Association of Registered Pet Sitters

DAYCARE 
AVAILABLE
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    The global enforced and protracted period of self-isolation in our 
own homes due to Covid 19 is historically unprecedented.  Our 
homes, however big or small, old or new, have had to adapt 
quickly to whole families making 24 hour demands on space, for 
homework, work, for play and so on.  It will, for some, be the 

longest they have ever had to stay in their homes or immediate environs.  Even for those 
who work from home, new challenges for how our houses function efficiently, or not, will 
have become increasingly apparent.  Many of you will have noticed badly performing 
spaces, or the need for more clearly defined spaces, or have possibly even wondered if you 
are in the right house at all.  
A well-designed house is one that exploits its ability to function as well as look great, one 
that works for everyone in the household.  This need not demand moving home or huge 
extensions; sometimes it can be a small intervention that has a really big impact.  My role 
as an award winning architect (six RIBA awards) for buildings ranging from small scale 
domestic dwellings to commercial projects and large urban planning, means that I work with 
a range of clients and am able to suggest the huge potential in each home, and can often 
create and suggest subtle or major interventions to really make your home even more of a 
dream and less of a restriction.  You can see more of my work on www.ellis-miller.com and I 
have a long history of working with both historic (often listed) buildings and contemporary 
architecture.  I am nearing the end of building the family home on Padlock Road so have 
very personal and first hand experience of the demands and rewards of building and 
renovating your own home.  Do get in touch if you want to chat through any projects you 
might want to explore.  Contact: Jonathan Ellis-Miller, 07711 953316.  

www.westwratting.org.uk
for information on:

What’s On Directory Parish Council 
Parish History Local Sports Village Hall Events 
Church News Parish Matters Village Calendar

Please send us your contributions, events, 
notices, photos and comments.

The Chestnut Tree 
West Wratting 

CAMRA Cambridgeshire Pub of the Year 2019 
Handsome Victorian Free House combining the relaxed 

charm of a village local with a traditional menu of 
hearty home cooked food. 

Constantly changing selection of 4 real ales, plus  
a real cider, to enjoy in our fully refurbished bars  

or in our beautiful garden. 
You won’t find any gimmicks here,  

just a great village pub! 
01223 290384 

www.chestnuttreepub.co.uk

[cocoon] 
wellbeing + beauty 

Waxing  
OPI manicures + pedicures 
Comfort Zone Facials  
Massage + aromatherapy  
Gifts + vouchers  
inner lather Soaps 

01223 290886 
High Street, West Wickham 

LOCAL DELIVERY OF 

HAND-MADE SOAP

http://www.chestnuttreepub.co.uk
http://www.ellis-miller.com/
http://www.ellis-miller.com/
http://www.chestnuttreepub.co.uk
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Swarming Honeybees 
A recent flurry of messages about a swarm of bees 
spotted at Mill Hill prompts me to explain what is 
happening and what to do if you see a swarm of 
honeybees. 
Swarming is just the honeybees’ way of ensuring that 
there are new colonies of bees to replace those 
colonies lost through disease, lack of forage, failure  
of the queen bee, or poisoning due to pesticides and 
pesticide residues.  
Competent beekeepers work hard to prevent their bees 
from swarming but even the most diligent can be 
caught out and 2020 has been a unusual ‘swarm year’, 
which means many apiaries are full. 
Some facts about swarms: 
• The main swarming season lasts from April to June 

but beekeepers will not relax until the end of July. 
• A colony of honeybees preparing to swarm may 

raise as many as 10 or 12 new queens to head new 
colonies. 

• There can be several swarms from a hive, until the 
bees judge that there would be insufficient bees left 
to have a viable colony. 

• A swarm emerging from a hive is an impressive 
sight and can be very noisy whilst the bees decide 
which are leaving and which will stay.  Most 
importantly they check that a queen is swarming 
with them.  If a swarm finds that they have not got 
a queen with them, they return to the hive. 

• A swarm doesn’t initially fly very far, often settling 
in the same location as the apiary or within 100 
metres or so. 

• The swarming bees will soon cluster in a tree or a 
bush, sometimes for an hour or so but sometimes 
for days, waiting for scout bees to report on the 

location of a suitable new home for the colony.  
Some beekeepers put out bait hives to lure swarms 
to take up residence. 

• The bees will suddenly fly off from the cluster as a 
single body and fly straight to their new chosen 
home, which will be some distance from their old 
home. 

• Swarms are not usually aggressive and, as long as 
they are accessible, a beekeeper can catch the 
swarm and rehome it. 

If you see a swarm clustered: 
• If you know there is an apiary very close by, let the 

beekeeper know that they may have lost a swarm.   
• Google ‘BBKA Swarm’ or go direct to 

www.bbka.org.uk/swarm#swarmmap where you can 
enter your postcode and you will be shown the 
location of the nearest swarm collectors, together 
with contact numbers. 

• The swarm collector will ask you some questions 
to check that you have got a honeybee swarm 
(many calls are for other bees or even wasps). 

• Covid19 means that there must be strict social 
distancing.  If this is not observed the swarm 
collector is advised not to collect the swarm. 

• Swarm collectors are volunteers, they do not 
expect to be paid but may ask that their travel 
expenses are covered. 

• Do not expect to sell a swarm to a collector, they 
may just invite you to keep it. 

A swarm collector or beekeeper may be unable to 
help – why is that? 
• The swarm may not be accessible. 
• If the bees have taken up residence in a new home 

they are no longer a swarm and that is a very 
different matter. 

• The collector may not have space in their apiary, or 
spare hives in which to accommodate the bees. 

• Swarms can bring disease into an apiary – they 
may not be able to quarantine the swarm.  There is 
an outbreak of disease north of Cambridge that 
currently means beekeepers are not allowed to 
move bees in or out of their apiaries. 

 Andrew Durham 
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Weston Colville Marsh Tit Study 
A bright thought for today: there are 183 Covid-19 
vaccines in development, of which 11 have been 
granted clinical trials.  Last month, one passed its 
early (Phase I) trial as effective and well tolerated. 
There is Iight at the end of the tunnel . . .  
Your Marsh Tits are deep in the woods.  They have 
just finished breeding in warm, dark corners (a bit like 
wire coat hangers).  If we don't get a second wave of 
the virus, we shall be ringing in the woods again this 
month, as we need to see how many young have been 
produced.  Juvenile Marsh Tits are flushed with 
patches of banana yellow, and a stroppy teenage 
attitude, so look out for them taking silly risks, which 
predators love of course.  This foolhardy young Marsh 
Tit tried to fly through Johnny and Emma Kaye's 
window.  It 
made a full 
recovery with 
Emma's TLC 
and gained a 
hard-earned 
lesson about the 
nature of glass.   

Please keep reporting your Marsh Tit sightings 
to cambsmarti@gmail.com, Mel 
at m_stammers@btinternet.com or Anne at Challenge.  
You probably know that Collared Doves (Streptopelia 
decaocto) came here by themselves from India.  They 
have an ultra-cautious disposition with quick reflexes 
and are extremely difficult to catch.  So imagine our 
astonishment when we discovered this 200g bird 
happily making repeat 
visits to a fairly confined 
cage trap meant for 11g 
Marsh Tits.  Clearly, this 
animal has no fear.  It was 
totally relaxed in the hand, 
but to human eyes they 
always look surprised!  If 
you get the electronic copy 
of Challenge, you'll see the 
scarily scarlet eye of these 
beautiful creatures.   
We hope you enjoy your high summer, taking 
advantage of the peace and quiet as much as the 
wildlife is.  

Alex Inzani and the reawakening 
 South Cambs. Ringing Group  
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TIM PHILLIPS & Co.
Accountants

Independent, specialist service for:

Small Business • Self Assessment
Personal Taxation

Free initial consultation – no obligation
EASY, FREE PARKING

Copley Hill Business Park, Cambridge Rd., Babraham

Off A1307 between Wandlebury and Babraham

Tel: 01223 830044. www.tpaccounts.co.uk

Field Compost Ltd
We’ll Help Your Garden Grow

www.fieldcompost.co.uk
sales@fieldcompost.co.uk

01440 966966

Soil Improvers
Composts
Manure

Soil
Bark

Woodchip
Mulch

Lawn Care
Horticultural Sundries

I & S GROUNDWORKS LTD
Your Local Company for 

Driveways 
Patios 

Foundations 
Drainage 

Site Clearance

Please call 
Ian Boreham on 07831672907 or 
Simon Boreham on 07768821364

R BRISTLEY
9 COLLINGS PLACE, NEWMARKET

• All Chimneys Swept• Solid Fuel, Oil & Gas• Cowls, Nets & Pots Fitted• Stoves Repaired & Inspected• Carpets Cleaned• Competitive Prices• Very Clean• Family Business• Public Liability Insurance
☎ Newmarket (01638) 662439  

Est 
1974

BRUSH ELECTRIC SWEEP

STILL OPEN
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Marsh Mail 
While still officially closed, the college 
 is increasingly busy as we accommodate 
growing numbers of students on site, and continue to 
provide childcare for key workers and vulnerable 
children.  We have also welcomed back groups of 
Year 10 students to benefit from face to face time in 
school before the summer holidays.  
The site feels rather different with partitioned zones, 
floor markings and signage to support with social 
distancing and hygiene measures.  However, the 
human connection with our students and being able to 
see them engage with their learning in person has 
been brilliant.   
Our staff, students and their families are doing a great 
job at adjusting to online learning.  We are 
increasingly making use of technology to enable our 
students to benefit from dynamic, engaging and 
interactive teaching content. 
The Cambs Youth Panel has been amazing with 
supporting our families with access to IT.  The group, 
which originally began as a means for Cambridge 
Constabulary to build a stronger relationship with 
young communities in the county, has reinvented 
itself to lend laptops and Chromebooks to students  

without technology devices at home.  They have also 
constructed low-cost Raspberry Pi devices for 
families to purchase (www.cambsyouthpanel.co.uk).  
Phil Priestley, ex-police sergeant, who works at LVC 
as an Inclusion Officer, leads the initiative.   
If you have a laptop or other personal device that you 
no longer need but is still in working order that you 
would like to donate, please contact Mr Darby, 
Deputy Principal at LVC (tim.darby@lvc.org).   

Helena Marsh 

VE Anniversary 
I know the 75th anniversary for VE has passed (VJ had 
yet to happen), but I recently came across my father's 
official regimental record of their Italian campaign. 
My father was in the 2nd Battalion Royal Fusiliers 
(City of London Regiment).  He was already a 
Lieutenant-Colonel, and at 39 he would not have been 
in the front line, but more involved in Intelligence.  At 
the time of this action he had been called back for 
'battle experience'. 
This is just one of the many actions, as they (and 
many other regiments) worked their way through 
Italy.  My father never really talked about it, but did 
mention sleeping in his open jeep at -10 deg C with 
just a greatcoat for cover (worth remembering when 
our central heating goes on the blink), and that during 
the peach season most of his men got diarrhoea. 
My overall impression (apart from the constant 
danger) is that the soldiers got very little sleep, and 
yet, at one point you might get the impression that the 
Quartermasters Company was off to a cricket match. 
This may not be typical Challenge material, but I hope 
you will find it interesting and, perhaps, it helps put 
our present travails into some sort of perspective. 

CRM  
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Extract from History of the 2nd Battalion 
Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment) 
At 13.00 on 19th October 1944, the battalion moved 
up to an assembly area north of Monte Romano.  
Some 2000 yards ahead lay a long steep ridge running 
southwards from Cesena, with beyond it the Savio 
river.  This ridge, with a large monastery prominent 
on its northern tip, was to be taken by 2nd/5th 
Leicesters of 46th Division.  The task of the Royal 
Fusiliers was to take over from the Leicesters on the 
monastery ridge and to be ready, when darkness fell, 
to send patrols forward to the river bank to search for 
possible crossing places.  If the southern bridge in 
Cesena (Keatings) was intact, or if a suitable crossing 
place could be found, they were to establish a 
bridgehead across the river by first light. 
At 18.45 the commanding officer went ahead to the 
village of Ponte Abbadesse to contact the Leicesters, 
and learnt that although they had captured the 
monastery, the rest of the ridge had still to be cleared.  
The battalion followed by a different route, and 
although the road had been swept for mines the 
commanding officer’s carrier in which the signals 
officer, Lieut L E Cox, was riding, blew up on a mine 
and Lieut Cox was killed.  Shortly afterwards the 
ambulance carrier was blown up, killing Sergt 
Englefield, the medical sergeant. 
Only slight opposition was encountered along the 
ridge, but there had been no opportunity to 
reconnoitre the ground in daylight, and the night was 
very dark and the going rough.  Progress was 
therefore of necessity slow, but by midnight the 
objectives had been reached and battalion rear 
headquarters had been established in the village. 
Two patrols were sent out to search for crossing 
places, and at 03.00 it was reported that Keatings 
bridge had blown up as a patrol set foot on it.  Half an 
hour later the second patrol reported finding a place 
600 yards south of the bridge where it was possible to 
wade the river, though the water was chest deep, the 
bottom slippery and uneven, the width about 50 yards, 
and the current considerable.  Not knowing whether 
the opposite bank was held by the enemy, Lieut 
Townsend, who was in charge of the patrol, had 
waded across alone to find out and to test the depth of 
the water.  For this, and for his gallant leadership in 
the battle next morning, he was later awarded the 
Military Cross. 

Company objectives were selected from aerial 
photographs, and at 04.45 the battalion started to 
scramble down the steep slopes to the river bank and 
wade across.  Laden as they were with their weapons, 
ammunition and equipment, they did not get across 
without a struggle and one man was drowned. 

In the grey half-light which precedes the dawn, 
complete surprise had been achieved, and a number of 
Germans were found asleep in the village at the 
western end of the demolished bridge.  Before long, 
however, all three companies were engaged in sharp 
house to house fighting as they fought their way 
through.  W Company captured a horse harnessed to a 
trailer containing the Germans’ breakfast ration, of 
which they made full use.  The horse was afterwards 
sold to an Italian farmer, to the benefit of the 
company’s funds. 
By 07.00 a bridgehead had been established,  
400 yards deep and 700 yards wide.   
At intervals throughout the morning enemy infantry, 
supported by tanks, infiltrated into the bridgehead.  
The infantry were easily dealt with and caused little 
anxiety, but the tanks, although only three in number, 
were a constant source of worry.  It was obvious that 
the battalion could not have carried ay large anti-tank 
weapons, and the enemy took full advantage of this 
fact, their tanks constantly coming to within 150 yards 
range and engaging the houses occupied by the 
fusiliers.   
Many acts of individual gallantry were performed that 
day.  There was, for example, Cpl E Smith, who led 
his section in the face of frontal and enfilade fire to 
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storm and capture a house at an important road 
junction, himself killing two of the enemy and 
wounding another before his men rounded up the 
remainder; there was Cpl W Crockett who led a 
handful of men in a successful attack on three 
strongly defended houses in succession; Fusilier S 
Jones who volunteered to go with an important 
message back across the river and up the hill in full 
view of the enemy, to be wounded on the return 
journey after having accomplished his task; and many 
others, some of whose deeds inevitably passed 
unnoticed in the general turmoil.  There was among 
the men a feeling of complete confidence in 
themselves, and in their individual and collective 
superiority over the enemy. 

Enemy shell fire, which had been slight during the 
morning, became very much heavier during the 
afternoon.  Casualties, considering the nature of the 
operation, were not unduly heavy, but it was 
impossible to evacuate the wounded across the river. 
At 22.00 a small party of men arrived, having waded 
the river with boxes of sandwiches and containers of 
tea held above their heads.  They had encountered 
heavy shell fire down by the river, and Major 
Galsworthy, the acting second in command, was 
killed at the water’s edge.  In the resultant confusion 
and darkness the party became split up, and it was due 
to the determination of the company quartermaster 
sergeants and numerous individual men, separated 

from their comrades, that all the men in the 
bridgehead were fed by the morning. 
During the night the sappers succeeded in putting an 
Ark bridge across the river north of Keatings, and 
three Churchill tanks managed to get across before it 
was damaged by shelling.  The sappers worked on the 
bridge all morning under shell fire, and several more 
tanks crossed over before it was again put out of 
action by a direct hit.  Although incapable of taking a 
tank the Ark could still be crossed on foot, and the 
casualties were all safely evacuated, the 35 German 
prisoners being used as stretcher bearers.  Many of the 
wounded had been lying under almost incessant shell 
fire for twenty-four hours or more, and all had shown 
the utmost courage and patience under the constant 
care of Capt W F Caldwell, the Medical Officer, who 
went about his work as calmly and cheerfully as if he 
were working in a base hospital. 
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Healthwatch Survey 
Local people are being asked to give their experiences 
in a new survey from Healthwatch Cambridgeshire, 
the local champion for people who use health and 
social care services. 
The way most services are provided is changing to 
help keep people safe from Covid-19, so Healthwatch 
wants to know how this has affected you and those 
you care for, and the impact on your mental health 
and wellbeing.  
The survey is online, takes 10 minutes to complete 
and is anonymous, so you can share experiences in 
confidence.  What you say goes back to the people 
running the health and social care system, so they 
understand what is working well or what needs to 
change and why.   
Take the survey at:  
www.healthwatchcambridgeshire.co.uk/coronavirus-

yourviews  or contact Healthwatch on 0330 355 1285 
if you would like a paper questionnaire. 

Online church services 
We are currently streaming two services a week 
online: Evening Prayer (Compline) on Thursdays at  
9 pm, and a service, Time for Prayer, at 10 am each 
Sunday.   
Details of how to access these services are sent out in 
the twice weekly church newsletter.  If you would like 
to start receiving the newsletter please contact Cazzy 
Walshe, Parish Administrator, at 
7churches.seven@gmail.com   
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and are published at the discretion of the editor. 
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