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RAF Wratting Common Memorial Service
Sunday 26t May

A short open air service will be held at 12 noon on
Sunday 26" May at the RAF Wratting Common
Memorial, to commemorate the 30 anniversary of
the unveiling of the memorial stone. The last Sunday
in May was chosen as it was the same day in 1943
(Sunday 28™) that the airfield was commissioned.
The memorial is dedicated to those who served at the
airfield, especially the 260 who gave their lives in the
cause of freedom. We look forward to seeing some of
the veterans who served with XC Squadron, 1651
Heavy Conversion Unit and 195 Squadron. Cadets
from 1451 (Haverhill) Squadron of the Air Training
Corps will be on parade. The memorial is situated at
Weston Woods Farm, Weston Colville, CB21 SNR
and all are very welcome to attend the service. For
further information please email:
rafwrattingcommon@gmail.com

To mark this anniversary Richard Adams has kindly
arranged for a fly-past and some aerobatics by an ex
RAF Bulldog training aircraft. We expect the fly-past
at around 12.30 but it will be dependent on flying
conditions. It is intended that tea and cake will be
available while we await the fly-past.
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We are always pleased to hear from anyone interested
in getting involved with the airfield memorial. With
just two services per year to arrange, as well as year-

round general maintenance, this is not an onerous
project to assist with but is very rewarding. It is
hoped that, with the continued support of people in
the locality, this important memorial to our
community’s war effort will survive for many
generations.

Dan, Friends of Wratting Common

CLASSICAL GUITAR CONCERT
DANIELA ROSSI

Sunday 26" May
at 6.00 pm

ST MARY’S CHURCH,
WESTON COLVILLE

TICKETS £10
from jane@janepryor.co.uk and on the door

Daniela Rossi is an exciting classical guitarist from
Argentina, based in Cambridge. She played for us
at St Mary’s in 2015 and we are thrilled that she is
returning to Weston Colville. In 2015 Daniela won
the London International Guitar Competition, and in
2017 won second prize in the Heinsberg
International Guitar Competition. She regularly

performs in Latin America, Europe and the UK.




Maltings Farm
Maltings Lane
Steeple Bumpstead
Haverhill CB9 7BP

01223 290275
mail@peacockjoinery.com
www.peacockjoinery.com
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Your local supplier of purpose made joinery

All types of joinery manufactured including doors, windows,
frames, kitchens, wardrobes, staircases.

Fittine service available

News from The Chestnut Tree

For those of you who haven’t heard, we are beyond
happy to report that we have, once again, been voted
Pub of the Year by the Cambridge Campaign for
Real Ale. To receive this recognition twice, and to
have been voted as best real ale pub out of more than
200 in our area, means the world to us. We were also
voted Rural Community Pub of the Year for 2019,
so another to add to our collection.

We would like to say a huge thank you to everyone
for supporting The Chestnut Tree and we hope you
are as proud of your pub as we are! We have come a
long way in the last seven years and, with your
continued patronage, we look forward to seeing the
pub continue to go from strength to strength.

Peter & Rachel

St Mary’s Flower Festival

The Flower Festival will be on Saturday and Sunday
29t and 30™ June.

After last year’s very popular wedding dress theme,
which captured so much interest from participants and
visitors in and around the village, this year we are
inviting anyone who wishes to create their own
display of flowers within the church.

Mutton and Lamb

Locally produced in Weston Colville
Available fresh by arrangement, or frozen.

Telephone Jerry to discuss requirements.

01223 290076 or 07970 154161
(Farringford, Mill Hill, Weston Colville)
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This could be a window display, surrounding an arch
or other architectural feature, or developing a special
theme, such as wild flowers or a particular colour
palette. It’s a chance for anyone in our village to
demonstrate their creativity and take part in a
spectacular celebration of colour and scent.

As usual there will be traditional English afternoon
teas available, and children’s activities.

If you would like to take part, or offer to help with
general flower displays or provides cakes and tea,
please contact the organising group of Gay Redman
(290807), Philippa Coates and Emma Kaye (01638
506094).

Café Church

Sunday 12t May
4-5pm
West Wratting Church
Prof Alex Walsham

Faculty of History, Cambridge University
West Wratting Church Warden

“Remembering the

Reformation”

Tea, coffee, cakes and activities for the younger ones.
Everyone, all ages, welcome

BRINGING THE PUB BACK
TO WESTON COLVILLE

<REAL ALE & CIDER FROM LOCAL BREWERIES, LAGER, GUINNESS
WINE & PROSECCO «SOFT DRINKS
+FOOD BY PIZZA MONDO - WOOD-FIRED NEOPOLITAN PIZZAS

WESTON COLVILLE READING ROOM

FRIDAY 10" MAY
BAR & FOOD 6.30 - 10.00 PM

FOR INFO, CONTACT: newtonjed@gmail.com
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Reed Flooring

Measure . Supply . Fit

« Carpets, Vinyl and more

« Experienced, professional and friendly service

« Free no-obligation quotation

» Domestic and commercial — a wide range of products to suit all
budgets

» Samples brought to you in the comfort of your own home/workplace

» Measuring and fittings arranged for a time that suits you

«» Unbeatable prices

07909 110772 01279 815185

reedflooring@gmail.com  www.reedflooring.co.uk

Want to feel empowered and back in

control of your life?

We do this together, inspiring you to be who you want to be.
We get you to be in action, in communication, knowledgeable,
and accountable for your healthy body and mind.

I've supported and helped youngsters to airline pilots,
head teachers to stay at home mums. I'm known for my
commitment, my passion, understanding real women'’s issues,
and making a huge impact, leaving my clients feeling mentally
uplifted and physically invigorated.

It all begins with a chat, so call or message me:

07791 837114  clairefoycoaching@gmail.com

Fully equipped, qualified and insured Specialist Advanced Personal Trainer,

NLP Coach and Sports Massage Therapist

Weston Colville Seniors

The tour to Ely Cathedral is going ahead as planned
on Tuesday 14" May. We will meet up at the main
entrance to the cathedral, at the west end, at 2.30 pm.
The entry charge will be £6 each unless you have a
Parish Pass. After the tour we will have tea in the
cathedral café.

Please could you let me know if you would like to
come, and particularly if you would like a lift.
Everyone over retirement age is welcome, from any
of our local villages.
Chloé Cockerill, Old Mill House, Weston Colville
(290439, chloe.cockerill@btinternet.com )

West Wratting Tennis Club

Great value local tennis club membership for all the
family! New members always welcome!

This year’s supper party will be on Friday 17t May,
at 7.30 pm. Annual Wimbledon ballot for affiliated
BTM members.

Online court booking — never make a wasted journey.

For more information about the club, and to join, visit
www. WestWrattingTennis.co.uk
James Merrells, West Wratting Tennis Club

West Wratting Clay Day

This year our annual event will be taking place on
Saturday 24" August (morning, followed by lunch).
As in previous years we will be hosted by Richard
and Jackie at Six Mile Bottom

Please let me know if you would like to take part.
Simon Sampson (simon.sampson@btinternet.com)

Second Friday Evening at The Chestnut Tree
There is a standing booking for this dinner every
month. If you would like to take part, please book
with the pub by the Wednesday prior to ‘Second
Friday’.

We each choose a main dish from the regular menu
(and sometimes pudding too). If there is a large
number taking part Pete provides a sharing platter of
starters for each table. We divide the cost of our food

bill by the number taking part, but we buy our own
drinks.

There have been as many as twenty-four taking part,
sometimes just four, but most often somewhere in
between. The group began as a group of West
Wratting dog walking friends when Pete and Rachel
first came to the village, but has grown over the years.
Please join us if you like the idea.

Sherry O’Donovan and Anne Catchpole

West Wratting Book Club

Unfortunately, our April meeting had to be cancelled
so we will now discuss ‘Becoming’ by Michelle
Obama on Wednesday 15" May at The Chestnut Tree
at 8 pm.

This means that you will have more time to read this
revealing but rather long book.
Linda Gorman (290653)

West Wratting Over 60s

We will meet as usual at The Chestnut Tree, to include
lunch, at 12.30 pm on Wednesday 1%t May.

The following meeting, on 5 June, will be a garden
meeting at 2 pm in Hayter Close.
Wendy Halls



OKE WORK UNDERTAKEN
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- 07899 640912 N wheatstonecarpentry.co.uk
wheatstone.carpentryltd@gmail.com

Saturday Morning Café, West Wratting

Join us for a catch up over tea / coffee and delicious
cake at the next café on Saturday 4" May between
10.30 am and 12 noon in the village hall.

This year, all proceeds from the bookstall will go to
Granta School.

A team of villagers are looking at redevelopment
opportunities for the playground. Please come and
see the proposals at the April café and provide any
feedback or suggestions.

Sherry (290070) and Catherine (291307)

Allen Scott

Very sadly, Allen died in April. He will be missed
very much. Val would like to thank everyone for their
cards and kind messages.

Tea and Cakes

Our gathering in April was a busy
one, with lots of children. S
Sadly, since then we have lost our dear

friend and committed helper Allen Scott. Allen and
his wife Val have supported Tea and Cakes from the
very beginning. Allen was very active in the village
community as part of the parish council and the
Reading Room committee, and recently started the
seniors group. Our thoughts are with Val and the
family.

We meet next on Friday 374 May, 3.30 - 5 pm, at
the Reading Room. As planned we will be taking
donations for ‘Stand Up 2 Cancer’. Please join us
for a cuppa, a piece of cake and a chat.
Melanie (291319)
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West Wratting Village Hall

Licensed for entertainment and sale of alcohol

Ideal for:
o weddings, family functions, children’s parties, meetings,
fundraising events & performances

e spacious stage, modern kitchen & separate bar area
o disabled facilities o excellent sound system
o furniture, crockery, etc also available for hire

01223 290270
wwvhbookings@gmail.com
www.westwratting.org.uk/village-hall/

West Wratting Village Hall —
Occasional Help Required

The management committee of West Wratting village
hall have a responsibility to make this valuable village
asset a pleasant and safe place for the community to
use, and have over the last few years obtained grant
funding for major improvements, which have been
carried out by professional tradespeople. However,
there are sometimes little jobs that despite our best
efforts, we don’t always have the skills and the time to
do, such as small repairs, picture hanging etc, and we
would really appreciate some help.

We are looking for one or two people with useful
practical skills and a bit of spare time. This would be
on a voluntary basis, although we would pay for any
materials. You wouldn’t need to join the committee in
any formal capacity, and we only anticipate needing
your help occasionally.

If you would like to help, please email
annemarie.catchpole63@gmail.com or
rowlandmgm@btinternet.com.

Mike Rowland and Anne Catchpole

Charter House
Burrough Green
Newmarket
Suffolk CB8 9NG

JAGGARD & SON

FIREWOOD

quality logs cut and split to requirement

COAL

solid fuel to suit all fires

MULCH

graded woodchip for gardens etc

01638 507330 07766 566226
rdjaggardandson@btinternet.com
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PLUMBLINE

PLUMBING AND HEATING ENGINEER
PROFESSIONAL DOMESTIC PLUMBING SERVICE

Including Property Maintenance
Painting: Tiling: Plastering: Carpentry

Call John on
01223 893903

Supcik@talktalk.net
Fully Qualified and Insured

Friendly and Reliable Service

No Job Too Small

Weston Colville Circular Walk

The next walks, of approximately five miles, will be
on Saturday 11" May, meeting in the Reading Room
at 10 am, and Saturday 20™ July, meeting at a new
place locally as a one-off — see July’s Challenge. For
both walks BYO lunch and maybe something to
share back in the Reading Room afterwards. All
welcome, refreshments available. Enquiries:
jacquelinetheteacher@hotmail.com, 291475.

Weston Colville Village and Garden Ramble
2.30 pm, Sunday 2"¢ June

The Weston Colville Village and Garden Ramble
advertised in last month’s Challenge will take place
on the afternoon of Sunday 2" June. We’ll begin at
the Reading Room and follow a circular route round
Weston Green, Lower Wood, Church End and Mill
Hill before returning to the Reading Room for tea.
It’1l be a chance to enjoy seeing the village from
different perspectives, with detours through a few
gardens and some snippets of local history along the
way. If there are any more people who are willing for
the walk to take a detour through their garden, we’d
still love to hear from you — don’t worry if you’re not
Monty Don, the focus is on space rather than the
plants themselves or Latin names. Otherwise, if
you’d just like to join us, please save the date and
come to the Reading Room in time for a 2.30 start.
All welcome!
Jacqueline Douglas
(jacquelinetheteacher@hotmail.com, 291475)

Gabrielle Cliff Hodges
(gabrielle.cliffhodges@cantab.net, 290890)

Alan Ogden (alan2ogden@yahoo.co.uk, 291401)

TIM PHILLIPS & Co.
Accountants

Independent, specialist service for:

Small Business ¢ Self Assessment
Personal Taxation

Free initial consultation — no obligation
EASY, FREE PARKING

Copley Hill Business Park, Cambridge Rd., Babraham
Off A1307 between Wandlebury and Babraham

Tel: 01223 830044. www.tpaccounts.co.uk

Weston Colville Cinema Club

For our last film before the summer
break, in a Cinema Club first, we’re
showing an Irish film. The characters
in ‘Sanctuary’ are a group living with intellectual
disability, played by actors living with intellectual
disability. It subverts received ideas about disability
in its very approach to filmmaking — as the Guardian
reviewer has it, “care, chaos and comedy in the
community”. Come and see it — it’ll make you think,
it’ll make you laugh inside and I hope you’ll leave the
Reading Room feeling glad you watched it. The film
will be in the Reading Room at 7.30 pm on
Wednesday 1st May. Donations; refreshments
available; all welcome.
jacquelinetheteacher@hotmail.com , 291475

LANDSCAPE LTD

Garden design and build company

Contact us today for
a consultation:

01223 290029

info@woodhouselandscape.co.uk

www.woodhouselandscape.co.uk
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www.westwratting.org.uk

for information on:

What'’s On Directory Parish Council
Parish History Local Sports Village Hall Events
Church News Parish Matters  Village Calendar

Please send us your contributions, events,
notices, photos and comments.

GARDEN MAINTENANCE

We offer a professional and reliable service
from lawn mowing to new planting projects.
Other services include tree surgery and
hedge cutting.

Please telephone Zara or Francis at

Napier Garden Planning
Tel : 01638 508847

Westley Waterless, Newmarket

e-mail: napierfz@aol.com

West Wratting Oil Syndicate

There will be a West Wratting Syndicate fill up this
month, with the order cut off on Tuesday 7t May at
6.30 pm.

Place your orders either by email to me at
richardholness023@btinternet.com (please put ‘Oil’ in
the subject box; if you don’t get a reply from me to
your emailed order within 48 hours, please place your
order with the pub by phone), or by phoning the pub
during licensing hours — not too late, please — on
290384. Please also make sure that you tell me if you
have any special delivery requirements, such as
‘Phone day before for gate to be unlocked’ etc.

Remember that syndicate orders take at least a couple
of weeks from the cutoff date to be collated, brokered
and delivered, but if you take the minimum of 500
litres every time there’s a fill up, you’ll always be
buying at the best possible price. Details of the
supplier, price and delivery dates will be placed on the
West Wratting website www.westwratting.org.uk about
three days after the order cutoff day and emailed to
you if you ordered by email.

Richard Holness

€ 'S'S'EN T LA L

GLAZING

REPLACEMENT GLAZING | UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS
COMPOSITE DOORS | GARAGE DOORS

VERY COMPETITIVE RATES EEXELY

FOR A FREE QUOTATION CALL RICHARD: 07876 637565

Weston Colville Oil Co-operative

Ordering deadline:
noon, SUNDAY 12th MAY.

Church End to the bottom of Mill Hill:
Alastair Douglas (291475, or salguoda@hotmail.co.uk)

Chapel Road, Common Road, Horseshoe Lane:
Anne Vidler (290010, or anne.vidler@talk21.com)

Any orders left by email will always be
acknowledged; if you do not get a reply, we haven’t
received your order. Please don't phone before 8 am
or after 10 pm (leave a message during the day).

We keep a note of any special requirements, such as
needing a phone call the day before delivery to
arrange access; please let us know if you wish to
change these. The minimum delivery is 500 litres;
this 1s a Trading Standards ruling because of the
accuracy of lorry gauges. To get the minimum ask
for 500 litres; do not ask for a ‘top up’ because you
might get a “fill up’.

Orders will be collated and placed shortly after the
order deadline and deliveries may or may not begin
the same week. If you are close to running out, tell
your contact. The price will not be known until the
order is placed, and the supplier may ring for payment
before delivery (failure to reply to this call may put
your order in jeopardy) or bill you direct after
delivery. Please be aware that most suppliers now add
2% to the invoice for credit card payment. Debit
cards and cheques do not attract a surcharge.

Please ensure we have your correct address and
post code because some deliveries have been delayed
due to the lack of correct information.
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All are welcome at the Community Hub for our
monthly gathering with tea, coffee and refreshments.

We also offer help and advice from:
The Parish Nurse project
Community workers -working alongside the Parish Nurse
Members of the seven churches ministry team
Reach Community Projects
and other local organisations

Granta Vale Community Hub, Church Institute,
Church Lane, Balsham CB21 4DS

Thursday 2"! May

1.30 pm — 3.30 pm

The Parish Nurse and Parish Nurse Plus project is supported
and funded by local villagers, charities, Parish Councils,
Parochial Church Councils, the Ely Diocese Mission Fund, the
Radley Trust,
the National Lottery Community Fund, Cambridgeshire County
Council and the Halley Stewart Trust.

Reach T’l‘

Parish Matters

What a joy to be going to evening
meetings in the daylight now the
clocks have come forward. Spring
has never felt so good, in the way of
colour and blossoming trees.

All this indicates change and in our parishes we are
experiencing different ways of drawing closer
together. One of them is the Granta Vale Community
Hub at Balsham Institute that meets every month on
the first Thursday, 1.30 - 3.30 pm, where people are
invited to drop in for tea and cake. It is a good way to
meet new people and to see the parish nurse if there
are any health concerns. Come and meet us, everyone
is welcome. We also now have more café church
services throughout the seven churches as we try to
reach out to families.
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All this sounds very busy but it does not have to be
that way. I had a conversation with a retired vicar the
other day and somehow, we got onto the subject of the
busy lives. We live like hamsters on a wheel that is
ever turning. In an aeroplane we are advised to look
after ourselves first with the oxygen and then look
after others later. Love our neighbours as ourselves;
both are equally important.

In our society so many people rely on carers to help
keep people in their own homes. It is a dedicated job
that is so valuable, and it is easy for the carers to be
worn out with the daily grind of just keeping on top of
things. Carers’ Week begins on 10" June and to
recognise this there will be an afternoon event on
Thursday 13™ June at the Institute in Abington for
those who care and those who are being cared for. It
is a recognition of the work that goes on unseen by
the wider world. There will be tea and cake and the
afternoon will run from 2.00 pm until 4.30 pm. Come
along if you can.

How can we help ourselves to change the habits we
pick up so easily? Rushing here and there is not good
for our mental wellbeing, so how about trying this.
Sit still and just be for a few moments — it does not
have to be a long time. Listen to the sounds around
you. Sit with a cuppa and hear the birds or walk up
the garden and allow yourself to look and listen to
nature. Pacing the chores is better than burning out.

What is this life if, full of care,

We have no time to stand and stare.
No time to stand beneath the boughs)|
And stare as long as sheep or cows.

A reminder to catch those moments when we see life
through different eyes.

I am involved in a retreat movement that encourages
people to come away from their daily lives to spend
time listening to talks and slowing down the pace of
life to deepen their faith. Some are hungry spiritually
and do not know where to receive feeding. This
retreat is one way of discovering the beauty of a rule
of life that keeps us connected to each other and to
ourselves. Ring any bells? Why not have a word
with me and find out more.

May the month of May provide opportunities to
experience God’s good creation to share with others.
Very best wishes,

Rev Kathy Bishop



'SQUEAKY- MOUSE

Local, Professional Computer Help and Support
www.squeakymouse.com
01223852872

support@squeakymouse.com
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PEST CONTROL SERVICES
AGRICULTURAL AND DOMESTIC

CLUSTER FLIES, LOFT AREA,
RABBITS, RATS,
MICE, MOLES, WASPS & INSECTS

CONTACT R DANIELS
01223 290570/ 07773 682676

Weston Colville Marsh Tit Study

The birds and the bees are active — the first
Bedfordshire bee swarm was recorded in the last two
weeks of April, and nesting material for birds is at a
premium.

The Eeles of Weston Colville sent in this report:

"After reading the article in [April's] Challenge re
nesting material dispensing, my wife Myra hung out
something suitable in an old fat ball feeder. Literally
within minutes we watched via the kitchen window,
the Blue Tit from the nest box by our kitchen window,
helping itself. Days go by. This morning [22" April]
just after 9 am, a call from the kitchen — Marsh Tit —
two of them ! Managed to get a couple of pics, to
show Black over Red watching his mate helping
herself to nest material from the dispenser. They left
together towards [the local wood].”

Here are two of their excellent photos. The unringed
(probable) female is collecting the provided natural
fibre lint, while male Red over Black on Left 'Rob' —
an old codger at least four years old — is eyeing up the
birdseed buffet instead. Oh dear . . .

“ 1 world.

The morals of this story are:

(a) Keep putting out natural fibres for the birds — it's a
proven (and cheap) magnet to get them into your
gardens at this time of year;

(b) Work-dodging is not restricted to Homo sapiens.

We have a new Marsh Tit to look out for — White
over Red over White on Left 'Alexandra’, a female
ringed in eastern Hill Croft wood. John Rogers
spotted her in his Mill Hill garden, so she is moving
around.

If anyone would like the full list of colour-ringed
birds, just email me at the address below. I can give
you a CV for every bird that you spot.

Please keep sending in your sightings, photos and
stories to myself (cambsmarti@gmail.com), Mel
(m_stammers@btinternet.com) or Challenge. Sightings
are particularly important for our scientific study in
the breeding season, as they help determine
productivity — a key measure of long term survival of
a species.

Have an excellent May and enjoy all the beauties of a
rural English Spring - there's nothing like it in the

Alex Inzani
and the wonderful South Cambs Ringing Group

A\ Eastern Counties Qil Services

v Boiler and range cooker servicing

v Grant boilers registered G-One Plus installer

v Free 5 or 10 year guarantee on new Grant boilers

v Pressurised hot water systems registered installer

v All aspects of plumbing and heating work undertaken
v 24 hour emergency service available

Weston Colville: 01223 291374 or 07827 810344
john @easterncountiesoilservices.co.uk
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in the comfort of your own home

by Jayne
tel: 07831149 001

R BRISTLEY

9 COLLINGS PLACE, NEWMARKET

BRUSH ELECTRIC SWEEP

® All Chimneys Swept

e Solid Fuel, Oil & Gas R

o Cowls, Nets & Pots Fitted M

® Stoves Repaired & Inspected ?ﬁ,ﬁ?

® Carpets Cleaned ===

® Competitive Prices ==

e Very Clean :

e Classic Wedding Car Hire (White 1972 Citroén DS21)
[ J

Public Liability Insurance

T8 Newmarket{d1638) 662439

Est

Small Ads

* A skilled and fully insured marksman would be
pleased to control your pigeons for free. Please
call Andreas on 07748 816600, if you would like
some help.

* Paddock available for sheep or horses in Carlton
Green. Please ring 290266.

* Rare breed chicken and duck eggs available at gate,

and hatching eggs to order. Please call Margaretha
on 290726.

West Wratting Youth Football Club

West Wratting FC are setting up a new ul0 team for
the 2019-20 season and are looking for new players to
join the team. Training will start on Saturday

11t May and continue through the summer in
preparation for the new season.

If you are interested in joining the team, please
contact wwfcyouthchair@hotmail.com for further
information.

West Wratting Youth Football Club

C/za’utg GBmgo Night

Frlday 10th May

7:00pm - Eyes down at 7:15pm

Chippy’s delivery at 8:00pm

Balsham

Church Institute
Fish / Sausage / Chips Supper

First Drink Ticket Price £10
First Game Additional Game £2
Order your ticket at

buttercupspreschool@yahoo.com

e

BUTTERCUPS
PRESCHOOL

All proceeds to go towards end of
term party for Buttercups children.

Paul Nicholson Painting & Decorating

All Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken

Paul Nicholson

— vewy

01638 508227 18 Sheriffs Court
07890 118021 Burrough Green

HackettGriffey

chartered certified accountants

As a long established Haverhill firm we are the natural choice
for all your accountancy and tax requirements

Contact Jon Griffey, Philip Hackett or Simon Iron or just call in
to our offices on the Market Square, 2 Mill Road, Haverhill

& 01440 762024

www.hackettgriffey.com

paulnicholson418@gmail.com Newmarket
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WEST WICKHAM & DISTRICT
GARDENING CLUB

PLANT SALE

Something for everyone
Friendly people € expert advice

SATURDAY 18 MAY
10.30- 12.00
art
WEST WICKHAM
VILLAGE HAlL

VEGETABLES herbs FLOWERS shrubs

sqnJdys SYIMOT4 sq42Y S37gV.LI9IA Sqndys SYIMOTH
VEGETABLES herbs FLOWERS shrubs FLOWERS shrubs

Balsham Singers Summer Concert

The programme for this year's concert is rich and
varied, including Mozart, Finzi, Balfour Gardiner,
Chilcott, a medley from ‘Les Miserables’, and more.
We try hard to sing music that everyone can enjoy.

Our concert will take place at 7.30 in Holy Trinity
Church, Balsham on Saturday 18" May. Tickets cost
£10 and can be purchased from the post offices in
Balsham and Abington.

Lesley Crisp (891141)

01638 428 060
01223 832 928
www.Rothwells.biz

Rothwells
Carpet Cleaning

Carpet Cleaning

Stone Floor, Upholstery & Rug Cleaning
A few points that make us stand out from the others,

Rothwell’s has been in business since 1993.
We're an honest local family firm.

Our large truck mounted machines mean more cleaning
& drying power for the best results possible.
Members of both the NCCA and TACCA.

We will move the furniture for a thorough clean.
100% satisfaction or it's FREE.

Call Oliver and Max Campbell for expert help today.
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I & S GROUNDWORKS LTD

Your Local Company for
Driveways
Patios
Foundations
Drainage
Site Clearance

Please call
Tan Boreham on 07831672907 or
Simon Boreham on 07768821364

West Wickham & District Gardening Club

The speaker for the last talk in our 2018/2019
programme was Matthew Long from Riverside Bulbs
at Monks Eleigh, who gave us an illustrated talk on all
those late flowering bulbs and corms that need to be
planted in spring. Some of these were only suitable
for heated greenhouses but others such as Cannas,
Eucomis and Dahlias can be grown in our gardens
with winter protection. He had brought a large
number for sale, and our members took advantage of
this.

We are now in the process of preparing for our
SALE on 18" May at West Wickham Village Hall,
10.30 - 12.00. This annual event is our main money
raiser and is great fun for all who come for the
bargains and to sit with friends for coffee and cake.

We have a coach trip to West Acre Nursery and then
to Mannington Hall , near Fakenham on June 23" and
will always have spare seats so if you would like to
join us, at £20 a head, please ring me on 01799
584262. After that cold wind during these last two
weeks we should see some warm weather over Easter
and it is not too late to get those potatoes planted.
Rosemary Yallop

SJW Cleaning Services ‘

Est. 1985

For all your cleaning needs

Window cleaning using
traditional or Reach & Wash
methods

Covering Weston Colville and
West Wratting since 1985

Home: 01223 956260
Mobile: 07789 682199

sjwcleaning@hotmail.co.uk
www.sjwcleaning.co.uk




4Pets

Futting your pet first

Callus: 01440 711920

or visit: vets4pets.com/haverhill

Come and visit Jonathan and Gloria at our modern,
well equipped practice and see how we can help your pet

Balsham Gardening Club

Our speaker this month, Andrew Snelson, has worked
for Anglian Water for over 25 years, and provided us
with an informative and interesting evening.

Each person uses 133 litres of water each day, most of
which is used for personal washing and flushing the
toilet. As Andrew pointed out, a lot of effort is spent
in producing clean drinking water that will simply go
down the toilet! Simple tips were highlighted
whereby water can be conserved, perhaps by ensuring
the washing machine has a full load, leaky taps are
fixed, and installing a water butt instead of using fresh
water on the garden.

Sustainable systems managed locally allow surface

water to be used more efficiently and this is an area
that Anglian Water is focussing on. Retaining water
in the environment it is better for the sewers and the
environment.

Another important area is within agriculture. Anglian
Water is working with farmers to ensure that
chemicals are not washed into rivers and ditches. One
such campaign, ‘ Slug it Out’, is trying to combat the
use of slug pellets which contain Metaldehyde.

Whilst this is harmless to humans, it is impossible to
remove at existing water treatment works. DEFRA
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R BRISTLEY

9 COLLINGS PLACE, NEWMARKET

SANICLEAN

DRAIN & PLUMBING SERVICES

Drains Unblocked Fast

Toilets, Baths & Sinks
Guttering & Downpipes

Drain Repairs & CCTV Surveys
High Pressure Water Jetting
Domestic & Industrial

All Work Guaranteed

3 Newmarket (01638) 662439

Est. 1974

has recently announced that Metaldehyde will be
banned in all products in two years’ time.

All water companies have a legal obligation to protect
wildlife and to guard against invasive species entering
our waterways. Equally, Anglian Water has to ensure
that their coastal areas offer the best bathing quality.
At present 33 out of 49 are classed as excellent, with
only one seaside resort, Clacton, registered as poor.

Blocked sewers are a problem throughout the country.
Anglian Water spends £6 million removing fats, oils
and wipes from blocked sewers, as well as hidden
plastics which cause major problems in treatment
works. I think we all left the meeting thinking hard
about how we can conserve water for ourselves and
future generations.

Our next meeting will be the outing to Great Easton
Lodge on Wednesday 8t May, with a start time of

5 pm. The details for the joint trip with West
Wickham have been circulated to those members who
have shown an interest. Please contact Annie Marks
for any further information.

Our annual Plant Sale will take place at the Prince’s
Memorial, Balsham on Saturday 25% May, starting
promptly at 9.30 am.

Sue Lock

The Chestnut Tree
West Wratting

CAMRA Cambridgeshire Pub of the Year 2014
Handsome Victorian Free House combining the relaxed
charm of a village local with a traditional menu of
hearty home cooked food.

Constantly changing selection of 4 real ales, plus
a real cider, to enjoy in our fully refurbished bars
or in our beautiful garden.

You won’t find any gimmicks here,
just a great village pub!

01223290384

www.chestnuttreepub.co.uk

TS

[cocoon]

wellbeing + beauty
Waxing
OPI manicures + pedicures
Comfort Zone Facials
Massage + aromatherapy
Gifts + vouchers
inner lather Soaps

01223 290886

0% High Street, West Wickham
,,,Il'

o
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We service and repair all garden machinery.

We also have a fully stocked showroom with
new and secondhand machines ranging from
strimmers through to ride-on tractors.

Free collection and delivery.

Gog Magog Mower Services
Unit 1, Copley Hill Business Park, Babraham

01223 832894
www.gogmagogmowers.co.uk

david@gogmagogmowers.co.uk

We’ll Help Your Garden Grow
Soil Improvers
Composts
Manure
Soil
Bark
Woodchip
Mulch
Lawn Care
Horticultural Sundries

www.fieldcompost.co.uk

sales@fieldcompost.co.uk

01440 966966

Balsham W1

Steve Sayers was our speaker this month, speaking
about his life in service working in the military, with
the royal family on the Queen’s Flight, for the
government, and finally working as a college butler.

His interest in his career started when watching the
TV programme ‘Upstairs Downstairs’ and listening to
his grandmother’s stories of when she was in service
working as a scullery maid in a big house.

He flew on the Queen’s Flight with the royal family,
being a personal steward for Princess Anne. It was
interesting to hear how the royal family are quite
different in private and most of them being very
pleasant! Sadly Steve accompanied Princess Diana’s
body on her last flight home from Paris after her
death, which had a profound effect on him. Steve
then worked as Tony Blair’s private valet, travelling
backwards and forwards between Chequers and
Downing Street, and found Tony Blair very
personable and a dedicated family man. He also
found Mo Mowlam a wonderful woman.

Steve then realised he was spending too much time
away from home so after turning down a job at the
Savoy in London he settled for being a butler at Jesus
College, so he could spend more time at home.

Our monthly meetings are held on the second Tuesday
of the month at 7.30 pm at the Meadow School,
Balsham. The WI is open to all people who identify
as female and are over the age of 18; visitors fitting
this are always welcome. We are a friendly bunch at
Balsham WI so why not come along and meet us?
Keep an eye on our Facebook page @balshamwi for
more details. Our next meeting is on Tuesday
14" May when our speaker will be Lucy Tranquillian
speaking about ‘The Suffragettes’.

Alison Clarke (894031)

Carers Week

On 13™ June, as part of the Parish Nurse Plus project,
we’ll be holding an event for people from across our
seven villages to mark Carers Week. The informal
afternoon event will be held in the Institute in the
Abingtons with refreshments, including cakes,
provided.

This will be an opportunity for carers (and, if wished,
the people they help) to share their experiences and
any issues that we might be able to help resolve.

There will be more information in the next issue of

Challenge. If you have any thoughts on what the

event might include please feel free to email me.
Diana Edwards (dedwards594@btinternet.com)

Linton Complementary
Health Centre

2B Bartlow Road, Linton, CB21 4LY

* Acupuncture
« Shiatsu

+ Massage

+ Counselling

Telephone: 01223 891145
Email: enquiries@lintonhealth.co.uk

o8 Oo...

Caroline Pinkham-Smith
MCFHP MAFHP

Foot Health Practitioner

Nail Trimming, Corns, Callus, Fungal & Thickened Nails,
Cracked Heels, Ingrowing Toe Nails, Athlete’s Foot, Verrucas

07969 253674

Home visits and Clinic appointments available
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Granta Medical Practices

By registering for SystmOnline, the patient online
service available via our website, you can book,
change and cancel your appointments, view your test
results and have access to your coded medical
records, as well as ordering your repeat medication
and viewing your personal registered information.

Application forms are available on our website, in our
new patient pack, or you can pick one up from any
Granta reception. All you need to do is bring the
completed form back, along with some photo ID. All
applications will be processed within 48 working
hours and confirmation of activation will be emailed /
texted to you unless otherwise requested.

Sandra East, Granta Communications

(sandra.east@nhs.net, 0300 2345555)

Community Champion

We're looking for volunteers to join our team of
community champions, to support and participate in
local initiatives and campaigns, helping to spread the
word to local communities about keeping safe, and to
work towards the vision for a safe community where
there are no preventable deaths or injuries in fires or
other emergencies.

May 2019

Weston Colville Reading Room
Available for Hire

for Parties, Functions, Fitness, Art, Hobby and Music Groups,
and Meetings. Recently renovated with kitchen
and bar facilities and sound equipment.
Licence for Alcohol and Live Music.

01223 290292 www.thereadingroom.org.uk

Champions cover everything from fire safety in the
home, to road and water safety, including:

* Attending local events — representing CFRS at
events such as school fetes, school presentations
and community festivals.

Community fire station open days — helping out at
events and sharing safety advice.

Fire station car washes

Community fire safety campaigns — targeted
activities to coincide with safety themes, such as
electrical appliance safety and cooking safety.
Taking part in large-scale joint training exercises —
volunteers can act as injured casualties/concerned
bystanders, helping to make training scenarios as
realistic as possible.

Community champions receive training as part of the
role to help develop their skills. No previous
qualifications or specific skills are needed, and CFRS
is always seeking people from diverse backgrounds.
It’s a rewarding role, and one that you can give as
much or as little time as you can. Visit
www.cambsfire.gov.uk. to find out more.

= CAMBRIDGESHIRE
S>> FIRE & RESCUE SERVICE
fogether fo Improve community sajety

HOME ANIMAL CARE

Let me take care of your pets,
while you are out at work or away
on holiday. I am a very responsible
and reliable registered Pet Sitter, with many years’
experience. I am fully insured and would like to
have the opportunity to care for your pets.

Phone: Catherine 01223 291411 /07778 921334

info@homeanimalcare.co.uk
‘;3\ catherineneale9@icloud.com

JRs)
WAR®  National Association of Registered Pet Sitters

Feline-only veterinary clinic, providing stress free
care for both you and your cat.

01223 880707

info@cambridgecatclinic.co.uk
Cox’s Drove, Fulbourn, Cambridge, CB21 5HE

Feline better!
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The Meadow School

The spring term ended really positively, although with
the amount of activity squeezed into the end of term,
everyone was ready for their break!

Years 3 and 4
performed ‘King of All
Polar Bears’, fitting in
with their spring
term‘Out of the Freezer’
topic. The Year 4
children took on the
leading roles, made
more of a challenge as
there are less than twenty children in the year group.
They spoke confidently and clearly, supported very
ably by the dancing and singing of Year 3. The
teachers and parents were very proud of their efforts.

o
Ce)

g

In the last week of term Year
5 enjoyed their residential trip
to How Hill on the Norfolk
Broads. The weather was
chilly but dry and the location
was incredible. The children
spent three days exploring the
vast grounds and setting
cameras to watch wildlife at
night, thatching, dissecting
owl pellets, dyke dipping,
completing an ecology study
of the local water, and taking
8= 3 boat trip onto Barton Broad.
88 The children impressed the
o staff with their attitude, their
questioning, inquisitive nature
and exemplary behaviour. We

e were all very proud of them!

To help get everyone in the Easter mood, the PTA
held a Chocolate Bingo Evening, a new event for the
families this year. Each child donated chocolate for
Bingo prizes or raffle prizes. It was an incredibly
popular event, with the hall packed full of excited
children and parents, and it was amazing how
competitive it got. Overall, the event raised over
£950, which will help towards supplying children
with extra equipment and extra-curricular events and
experiences, which as a school, we now struggle to
provide.

14
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As you are probably aware from the media, school
budgets are under huge strain, with rising costs over
the years, and budgets stripped back to the bare
minimum. We continue to be extremely grateful to
our PTA for giving up their time to help with
fundraising. Our next planned event is the School
Ball, held at Chilford Hall. This is held every two
years, with great success, and normally raises a
fantastic amount of money. There are still tables
available for the ball, and we aim this to be a
community event, rather than just exclusive to school.
If you would like to support the school, and enjoy a
really fun evening socialising with friends in a
beautiful setting, then please do consider booking a
table.

Spring term ended with the usual traditions. The
whole school attended church for an Easter service led
by some of our Year 6 children. Mrs Sarah Bassett
played the organ for our Easter songs, which the
children sang beautifully. Then all the children took
part in the annual Easter egg hunt in the playground.
Many thanks to the PTA for supplying the children’s
sweet treats.

Nichola Connor, Headteacher

The Ellesmere Centre, Stetchworth

Do you or a loved one have Parkinson’s
disease, MS, or polio, or have you been
\ referred by a doctor to attend exercise
UL | ~, /' classes? A new group will be starting
on 20" May at 11 am, offering chair-
based exercise and gentle use of spin-bikes. The
group welcomes all abilities, and partners and carers
are welcome to watch or join in. Refreshments will
be available afterwards. Please contact Julie in the
office if you are interested in coming along. Cost
£2.50.
The Ellesmere Centre, www.ellesmerecentre.org.uk
(01638 508212. office@ellesmerecentre.org.uk)

Stronger for Longer

The ‘Stronger for Longer’ campaign has been
designed by Cambridgeshire County Council and
CPFT to encourage older people to take up strength
and balance exercises twice a week to reduce their
risk of falling and keep them doing the things they
enjoy.



The campaign is now encouraging local older people
to have a ‘Stronger for Longer MOT” to help keep
them fit, active and independent. With the help of a
qualified instructor, a person will learn about their
level of fitness to do everyday activities and find out
what simple strength and balance exercises they could
do at home or at recommended classes in the
community.

The MOTs taking place locally are:
* Thursday 9" May, 10 am - 12 noon
Kay Hitch Way Communal Room, Histon
* Wednesday 15™ May, 2 pm - 4 pm
Orchard Close Communal Room, Girton
* Thursday 16" May, 10 am - 12 noon
Blythe Way Communal Room, Gamlingay

For more information on the MOTs go to
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/strongerforlonger.

Rita, from Ely, said: “The class has helped me with
my walking, strength, balance, and posture, along
with confidence outside the class.”

“I can see the difference in myself, I do a lot of
walking and since going to classes I am now able to
walk that bit longer without any problems — which
means I can go out more and enjoy with my friends.”

“Coming to the class will improve your well-being
and help you to keep active. You will meet new people
and it can be fun.”

Over 2,300 people have also downloaded our
Supersix leaflet, which is helping people to do
strength and balance exercises at home at least twice a
week.

Strength and balance classes in the district are run by
Forever Active. For more information go to http://
www.forever-active.org.uk/

M

CARPENTRY

ALL CARPENTRY WORK UNDERTAKEN
FREE QUOTES: MATT GRIGG-PETTITT 07807 968 661

FRIENDLY RELIABLE SERVICE | www.mgpcarpentry.co.uk
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The Stronger for Longer campaign involves a range of
partners, including Cambridgeshire County Council,
Let’s Get Moving Cambridgeshire funded by
Cambridgeshire County Council Health Committee,
District Councils, local NHS, Living Sport and
Forever Active.

Royal National Lifeboat Institution

Ever wondered where our lifeboat
service, the RNLI, started? Well,
if you would like a speaker for
your group, please get in touch.

LR AW
LN

Lifeboats

I can give an illustrated (or not) talk for between
30 and 45 minutes to allow for questions.

I charge no fee, but do respectfully ask that you
consider a collection or donation for the charity.

I can bring a range of RNLI branded merchandise, for
anybody interested in purchasing.
Geoffrey Heathcock BEM JP
Chairman & Presenter
Cambridge & District RNLI

arm  Chefins N Bvcxouns

THE MEADOW
SCHOOL PTA

BALSHAM

BALL
CHILFORD HALL
6th JULY 2019

/7pm-lam

k%C@WMwE dlisco
[ide mugic

lickets £62.50 per person
from the Meadow School Office
* |st March -«

@ balshamball@gmail.com

n www.facebook.com/BalshamBall
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Sunday 5" May United Service, Rev Tain McColl
Balsham, 10.30 am
Sunday 12 May Morning Worship Steven Wheeler

Sunday 19 May Holy Communion Canon John Pinder

Sunday 26" May Holy Communion Rev Kathy Bishop
Flowers Charlotte
Cleaning Katie

Roman Catholic Mass

Every Saturday at 5.30 pm, Sundays at 10 am and noon, at
St Philip Howard Church, Cherry Hinton. Every Saturday
at 6.30 pm, Sundays at 10 am, Haverhill (St Felix Roman
Catholic Church)

DIARY

May 2019
Wed 1  West Wratting Over 60s, The Chestnut Tree
Weston Colville Cinema Club, Reading Room

Thur2 Community Hub, Balsham Church Institute

Fri 3 Tea & Cakes, Weston Colville Reading Room

Sat 4 Saturday Morning Café, West Wratting

Tue 7  Order deadline, West Wratting Oil Syndicate

Fri 10  Portable Pint, Weston Colville Reading Room
Second Friday Evening, The Chestnut Tree
Buttercups Bingo, Balsham Church Institute

Sat 11  Circular walk, Weston Colville Reading Room
Training starts, West Wratting Youth Football

Sun 12 Order deadline, Weston Colville Oil Co-operative

Mon 13 West Wratting Annual Parish Meeting

Tue 14  Weston Colville Seniors Ely Cathedral Tour
Balsham WI meeting

Wed 15 West Wratting Book Club, The Chestnut Tree
Weston Colville Annual Parish Meeting

Thur 16 Lunch Club, The Chestnut Tree

Fri17  West Wratting Tennis Club Supper Party

Sat 18  Plant Sale, West Wickham
Balsham Singers Summer Concert

Sat 25  Plant Sale, Balsham Gardening Club

Sun 26 RAF Wratting Common Memorial Service

Classical Guitar Concert, St Mary’s

June 2019

Sun2 Weston Colville Village & Garden Ramble
Wed 5 West Wratting Over 60s, Hayter Close

Sat 25, Sun 26 Weston Colville Flower Festival

Mobile library: Tuesday 7t May, Tuesday 4" June
High Street, West Wratting 12.15-12.45 pm
Post Office, Weston Green 1.50 - 2.15 pm
Mill Hill, Weston Colville 2.20-2.50 pm

St Andrew’s, West Wratting (10.45 am) SETUP FLOWERS CLEANING
Sunday 5t May United Service, Balsham, 10.30 am Rev Iain McColl n/a Linda Fanny
Sunday 12"May  |Café Church, 4 pm Scilla & John Harvey n/a Alex n/a

Sunday 19" May |Holy Communion Very Rev Keith Johnson — Alex Louise Sue

Sunday 26" May |Holy Communion & Baptism (Jack Brown) Rev Kathy Bishop Sisse Louise Jenny

St Mary’s, Weston Colville (9.15 am) Revd Iain McColl

tel: 890693 email: mccoll.iain@gmail.com
Revd Kathy Bishop, Associate Priest

tel: 892288 email: revkathy@hotmail.co.uk
Very Revd Keith Johnson, Honorary Associate Priest

tel: 890835 email: jkeith1412@gmail.com
Mr Steven Wheeler, Licensed Lay Minister

tel: 290396 email: steven@juicyfruitsuk.com
Mr Alistair Collen, Licensed Lay Minister

tel: 894230 email: alistair.collen@hotmail.co.uk
Mrs Rosemary Mead, Authorised Lay Minister

tel: 891718 email: leonardavmead@hotmail.com
Mr Keith Day, Authorised Lay Minister

tel: 891527 email: keithdday@btinternet.com
Mrs Jeanine Kennedy, Pioneer Minister and LLM

tel: 893838 email: jeaninekennedygv@gmail.com

Churchwardens:
St Mary’s — lan Ashbridge (291344)
Philippa Coates (290842)

St Andrew’s — Sebastian Bain (403415)
Alex Walsham (291491)

Parish Council Contacts:

Weston Colville Parish Clerk — Jess Ashbridge,
jess@agrarian.biz

West Wratting Parish Clerk — Jenny Richards,
j.richards597@btinternet.com, 01223 665260

Church Administrator: Caroline (Cazzy) Walshe,
7churches.seven@gmail.com, 01223 891443

Parish Nurse: Claire Gillett,
7churches.parishnurse@gmail.com, 07498 994205

Black bins: Tuesday 7t & Monday 20! May;,

Monday 3" & 17t June

Blue & green bins: Monday 13™ & Tuesday 28" May,
Monday 10 & 24" June

Editor: Anne Bragg (290550) or email:
editor@challengemag.co.uk
Thank you for all your articles, news, etc. If these are sent by
email, they are always acknowledged; if you don’t get a reply,
your items haven’t been received, so please resend. Some
contributions may have to be edited, to fit the space available,
and are published at the discretion of the editor.

June issue’s copy date
Monday 20" May.
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