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RAF Wratting Common 
Remembrance Sunday, 11th November 
There will be a short service at the memorial on 
Sunday 11th November at 12 noon. 

This year is particularly special 
as it marks both 100 years since 
the end of the First World War, 
and also 100 years of the RAF. 

The memorial is situated at 
Weston Woods Farm, Weston Colville, CB21 5NR.  
We hope to be joined by some of the veterans who 
served with XC Squadron, 1651 Heavy Conversion 
Unit and 195 Squadron.  Also, cadets from 1451 
(Haverhill) Squadron of the Air Training Corps will 
be on parade.  Wreaths will be laid in memory of all 
those who served here and throughout the world, 
especially those who gave their lives in the cause of 
freedom.  Attendees are invited to lay wreaths or 
crosses for those they wish to remember, and 
everyyone is welcome to attend.   

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM. 
Dan Heath, for Friends of Wratting Common 

(rafwrattingcommon@gmail.com,  
07736 737174, 01440 730192) 

Tea and Cakes, Weston Colville 
At our October gathering we raised 
£140 for MacMillan Cancer Care. Many 
thanks to everyone who baked, helped out on the day, 
helped advertise, and turned up to support the event.   

In November we meet on Friday 2nd, 3.30 - 5 pm at 
the Reading Room.  We look forward to seeing you 
for a cuppa, a chat and a piece of cake.  All welcome. 

Melanie  (291319) 

St Andrew's Churchyard Clear-up 
The autumn tidy-up of St Andrew's churchyard will 
be on Saturday 17th November, 10 am till 12 noon. 
Everyone welcome, and coffee and doughnuts will,  
as ever, be provided. 

Colin McCall  (290036) 
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St Mary’s, Weston Colville 

Pet Service 
Sunday 25th November, 

9.15 am  

Bring your pet to church – no 
matter how large or small, furry or feathered, 

noisy or quiet. 
Chicken in a basket or dog on a lead, all are 

welcome! 
An informal service for families 
to give thanks for life all around 

us. 
There will be refreshments after 

the service. 
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Saturday Morning Café, West Wratting 
Huge thanks to everyone for another buzzing café 
with lots of new faces at the beginning of October!  
It was lovely to see so many young children enjoying 
the arts, crafts and play area. 

The Saturday morning café will run as usual on 
Saturday 3rd November between 10.30 am and  
12 noon in the village hall.  Back by popular demand, 
Buttercups Pre-School will be running an arts and 
crafts table and selling a selection of goods to raise 
money for the charity.  Granta School will also be 
selling a selection of arts and crafts to raise funds for 
the school.  Please come and support them! 

Please come and join us for a catch up over  
tea / coffee and delicious cake!  The money raised 
continues to be donated to local community projects.  
This year, all proceeds from the bookstall will go to 
Granta School. 

On Saturday 10th November, the café is organising 
another little movers’ dance morning and lunch for 
preschoolers in the area.  Please let us know if you'd 
like to join us for Little Movers! 

Sherry (290070) and Catherine (291307) 

From the Vicarage 
It’s the time of year when leaves are turning russet 
brown and falling, conkers appear on paths and 
playgrounds and there is a medley of fireworks and 
early Christmas craft fairs!  Amidst all of these 
activities and before we look ahead to Christmas, 
there is also the opportunity to engage with another 
ancient festival.  
All Hallows’ or All Saints’ Day is celebrated in many 
places at the beginning of November and is a tradition 
with a rich history.  Paul the apostle referred to all 
communities of Christians as ‘saints’ – people called 
to love God and their neighbour and to seek fullness 
of life by following Christ.  Gradually, a feast day 
emerged on which the Church gave thanks for the 
lives and deaths of the ‘saints’ including those famous 
and obscure.    

All Saints’ Day is like a family reunion day for the 
church, when the old family photograph albums are 
pulled out and we remember where we came from.  
Stories are swapped of relatives in the faith, saints old 
and new, and we pray for God’s continued guidance. 

It’s also a time when we can reflect on an unsung 
saint in our neighbourhood, whose faithful acts of 
kindness and generosity inspire us and perhaps 
portray a richer, deeper experience of life with all its 
sorrows and joys.   

Most people can think of their own example of an 
unsung saint – perhaps someone who acted as a 
mentor in our childhood or inspired us later in life.  
By remembering and being grateful for such people, 
we also recall our own responsibility to support and 
inspire others in similar ways.  In doing so, we may 
point towards a life of faith, hope and love, the 
fullness of life which All Saints’ Day reminds us of. 

Revd Iain McColl 
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• Carpets, Vinyl and more 
• Experienced, professional and friendly service 
• Free no-obligation quotation 
• Domestic and commercial – a wide range of products to suit all 

budgets 
• Samples brought to you in the comfort of your own home/workplace 
• Measuring and fittings arranged for a time that suits you 
• Unbeatable prices 

Reed Flooring

07909 110772    01279 815185 
reedflooring@gmail.com      www.reedflooring.co.uk

Measure . Supply . Fit

CHRISTMAS TREES  
DIRECT FROM THE GROWER 

    AVAILABLE WEEKENDS  
   8th/9th and 15th/16th DECEMBER 

     9am – 4pm 

From R D JAGGARD, Charter House, Burrough Green 
Tel 01638 507330

Park Cottage
Traditional Home Reared

Bronze Turkeys for Christmas
01223 290907     07769 956533

wylie393@gmail.com

I Wylie
Park Cottage
Carlton
Newmarket
CB8 9LD
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West Wratting Over 60s 
The club will meet at The Chestnut Tree (to include 
lunch) on Wednesday 7th November at 12.30 pm. 

The last meeting of the club for 2018 will be a 
Christmas lunch, also at The Chestnut Tree, on 
TUESDAY 4th December (please note this change of 
day), with our  usual Christmas raffle. 

Wendy Halls 

West Wratting Charity Bingo Night 
Huge thanks to everyone for supporting our first West 
Wratting charity bingo evening.  We raised over £750 
for the St Andrew’s Church Restoration Fund. 

Catherine (291307), Claire (290638),  
Sarah (291906), Anne (290967) 

What a great idea – fun and competition for all.  
Sincere thanks to Catherine, Claire, Sarah and Anne, 
and all who helped on the night – a great turnout, and 
we are sure everyone enjoyed the evening.  A 
magnificent amount was raised for the restoration 
fund; our sincerest thanks for organising a great 
village social gathering, and adding to the fund. 

On behalf of St Andrew’s restoration, many thanks. 
Alex and  Sebastian 

West Wratting Village Hall AGM 
The AGM of the Village Hall Management 
Committee is scheduled for Monday 10th December at 
7.30 pm, when the report and accounts for the last 
financial year will be presented.  All interested 
residents of our village are welcome to attend.  New 
committee members must be elected at  the AGM.  If 
you might like to join the VHMC we would like to 
hear from you in advance of the meeting. 

Mike Rowland (290788),  Anne Catchpole (290967) 

St Andrew’s Annual Autumn Concert 
The Autumn Concert was held for the first time in our 
church, organised by Michael and Linda Gorman – 
our sincere thanks go to them. 

The music was beautiful.  We are grateful to Kings 
Ely for sending a cello ensemble which very much 
made the evening.  The return of Emma Brown to 
play the flute for us was very much appreciated, and 
Will Cleary played some beautiful and intricate music 
on his classical guitar.  All in all it was a lovely 
evening, raising a very valuable contribution of £443. 

On behalf of St Andrew's restoration team, many 
thanks. 

Alex and  Sebastian 

We would like to add our thanks to everyone who 
supported the concert, either as members of the 
audience, by the giving of donations or raffle prizes, 
or helping in any way before or on the day and, not 
least, those who took part.  Also, thanks for all the 
kind comments we have received from those who 
attended.  
We hope to repeat this event next year. 

Linda and Michael Gorman 

Seniors 
Our next meeting will take place on Tuesday  
13th November at 2.30 pm in the Reading Room.  

We open with information about our plans and ideas, 
then John Rogers will tell us about Jupiter, and 
Charlotte will conclude the afternoon with Chair 
Yoga. 

New seniors are always welcome.  If any of our 
activities interest you, please come along. 

Allen  (290837)  
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Want to feel empowered and back in 
control of your life? 

We do this together, inspiring you to be who you want to be.  
We get you to be in action, in communication, knowledgeable, 

and accountable for your healthy body and mind. 
I’ve supported and helped youngsters to airline pilots,  

head teachers to stay at home mums.  I’m known for my 
commitment, my passion, understanding real women’s issues, 
and making a huge impact, leaving my clients feeling mentally 

uplifted and physically invigorated. 
It all begins with a chat, so call or message me:  

07791 837114    clairefoycoaching@gmail.com  
Fully equipped, qualified and insured Specialist Advanced Personal Trainer,  

NLP Coach and Sports Massage Therapist

Unit 1, Randswood Farm 
The Common, West Wratting  
Cambridgeshire   CB21 5LR 

01223 290275 
mail@peacockjoinery.com  
www.peacockjoinery.com 

Your local supplier of purpose made joinery 
All types of joinery manufactured including doors, windows, 
frames, kitchens, wardrobes, staircases. 
Fitting service available
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Thanks from Friends of Granta School 
Friends of Granta School, the staff and 
children would like to thank all 
concerned for the very generous donation 
of the collection from the United Service 
at Holy Trinity Church, Balsham on  
7th October. 

This wonderful gesture will go towards our Arts & 
Activities Week project for Spring 2019.  Every 
second year Granta aims to provide an experience 
week where our very special children can explore and 
join in with activities they wouldn’t ordinarily have 
access to.  This donation will be truly appreciated.   

Thank you to Sherry O'Donovan, Catherine Wilcox 
and Becky Gilley for very generously offering the 
proceeds of the bookstall in the West Wratting Village 
Café to the Friends of Granta School for this 
academic year.  

This wonderful donation will go directly towards a 
new book(s) each month, which will be shared with 
our very special children throughout the school. 

Amanda Reynolds, Chair, FOGS 

Gift Day for St Andrew’s Church 
So many thanks for all who contributed to the Gift 
Day we held on 13th October.  We are pleased to 
report that we raised £805, and with Gift Aid this will 
increase to £1,006.  We also have a generous new 
covenant of £1,000 per annum.  It was a lovely 
morning and it was good to catch up with those who 
dropped by, and supplied wonderful cups of coffe. 

Again, sincere thanks to you all, on behalf of the 
PCC. 

Alex and Sebastian 

Bumble Bees 
The Bumble Bees Baby and Toddler 
Group is held every Tuesday (term time 
only) from 10 am to 12 noon in The Reading Room, 
Weston Colville.  

There are many different toys suitable for 0 - 5 year 
olds, a different craft activity each week, a garden 
with outside play equipment, songs, stories and a 
drink and snack for both adults and children.  Come 
along and join in the fun!  £2.50 per session (with an 
additional 50p for every additional sibling.)  

Term dates and planned craft activities are as follows: 
 30th October   Halloween Spiders 
   6th November  Bonfire Night Collages 
 13th November  Poppies  
 20th November  Sponge Painting  
 27th November  Loo Roll Animals  
   4th December  Christmas Craft 
 11th December  Christmas Craft 
 18th December  Christmas Party  
  (advanced booking required;   
  tickets £7 per child to include  
  entertainment, buffet and present)  

Beverley (07833 228958) 
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Carpet Cleaning  

Stone Floor, Upholstery & Rug Cleaning 
A few points that make us stand out from the others, 

 

Rothwell’s has been in business since 1993. 
We’re an honest local family firm. 

Our large truck mounted machines mean more cleaning 
& drying power for the best results possible. 

Members of both the NCCA and TACCA. 
We will move the furniture for a thorough clean. 

100% satisfaction or it’s FREE. 
 

Call Oliver and Max Campbell for expert help today. 
 

01638 428 060   
01223 832 928 

www.Rothwells.biz 

Charter House
Burrough Green

Newmarket
Suffolk  CB8 9NG

JAGGARD & SON
FIREWOOD

quality logs cut and split to requirement
COAL

solid fuel to suit all fires 
MULCH

graded woodchip for gardens etc 

01638 507330 07766 566226   
rdjaggardandson@btinternet.com

West Wratting Village Hall 
Licensed for entertainment and sale of alcohol  

Ideal for: 
●   weddings, family functions, children’s parties, meetings,  

fundraising events & performances 
●   spacious stage, modern kitchen & separate bar area 
●   disabled facilities             ●   excellent sound system 

●   furniture, crockery, etc also available for hire 

01223 290270 
wwvhbookings@gmail.com 

www.westwratting.org.uk/village-hall/ 
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Weston Colville Cinema Club  

This month, on Wednesday  
7th November, the Cinema Club will 
show ‘L’Atalante’, a 1930s French 
classic, hailed as one of the greatest films of all time.  
We join newlyweds on their barge as they travel 

to Paris to deliver 
cargo, enjoying a 
makeshift 
honeymoon en 
route.  

Next month’s film, 
on Wednesday,  
5th December, will 
be Frank Capra’s 
comedy drama ‘It’s 
a Wonderful Life’, 
to get us all ready 
for Christmas.   

Both films will be in the Reading Room at 7.30 pm; 
donations; refreshments available; all welcome.   
Enquiries:    jacquelinetheteacher@hotmail.com , 291475. 

Pamper Day 
We’ll be holding a Pamper Day in the Reading Room 
on Saturday, 8th December, with Andrea giving 
treatments including manicure and facial (full details 
and appointments 07715 059040) and Emma offering 
massage and Hopi ear candling (07581 156302).  See 
also website for full details and prices: 
www.thereadingroom.org.uk   

Weston Colville Circular Walk 
In October, we had a sunny walk with new guests 
from West Wratting and then lunch al fresco.   

Our next walk will be on New Year’s Day, meeting in 
the Reading Room at 11 am, to give you a little lie in.  
As always, BYO lunch and maybe something to share 
back in the Reading Room afterwards.  All welcome, 
refreshments available.  
Enquiries: jacquelinetheteacher@hotmail.com , 291475.  
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∆ Eastern Counties Oil Services
✓ Boiler and range cooker servicing
✓ Grant boilers registered G-One Plus installer
✓ Free 5 or 10 year guarantee on new Grant boilers
✓ Pressurised hot water systems registered installer
✓ All aspects of plumbing and heating work undertaken
✓ 24 hour emergency service available

Weston Colville: 01223 291374 or 07827 810344
john@easterncountiesoilservices.co.uk

Gardener / Handyman required in Carlton Green. 
4 - 5 hours weekly, all year round. 

Would suit retired person who is reliable and 
conscientious. 

Please call Karina on 01223 291455 

MOPS HAIR SALON

HAIR BY JO DENNY
WOMEN | MEN | CHILDREN

CUTTING & COLOURING

41 LINTON HIGH STREET  |  T: 01223 893 285
(BEHIND BOSWELL’S BAKERY)

mailto:john@easterncountiesoilservices.co.uk
mailto:john@easterncountiesoilservices.co.uk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paris
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Weston Colville Neighbourhood Watch (NHW) 
There have been no reported incidents for Weston 
Colville  or West Wratting this month, though 
Balsham has experienced several problems.  A house 
was entered and the owners frightened the intruder 
away; someone entered a site to steal batteries, and 
£500 of diesel was stolen from a lorry.  Six Mile 
Bottom and Wilbraham both border our parishes and 
have experienced vehicle problems, theft of tools and 
damage to a cab. 

For parents: Fortnite is a computer game which 
attracts our children.  It has a PEGI rating of 12 due to 
scenes of animated violence (for more on PEGI 
ratings see https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=W_Uvf8sq7PU).  It is suggested that parents play the 
game with their children to see why it is so attractive, 
and why it is causing concern. 

The police advise us to improve our home security by 
visiting their website on www.cambs.police.uk/A-Z/

Burglary .  Look after your security to reduce any 
problems that may come our way. 

Allen Scott  (290837, allen.scott70@googlemail.com) 

New Dual Purpose Litter & Dog Poo Bins 
Residents, dog walkers and visitors to West Wratting 
will have noticed our four shiny new green bins. 

Councillor Louise Chandler took up the 18-month 
long fight for West Wratting Parish Council to get 
them from South Cambs District Council, and not 
only succeeded, but managed to obtain them free of 
charge!  Grateful thanks to her for this. 

Dog walkers, please note that these bins can be used 
for dog poo as well as litter. 

Richard Holness  
Chairman, West Wratting Parish Council 

Christine Mary Lynn 
I want to say a little bit about the burial of ashes of 
Christine Mary Lynn, known as Chrissie or 'Mop'  

She lived  at High Street Farm, West Wratting, then 
moved to Carlton Green and then to Menorca, 
where she died just two weeks short of her  
70th birthday.  

Chrissie was very involved in village life; she 
contributed to the WI and made costumes for the old 
people's entertainment group when they put on 
sketches . 

She was a very good cook and did the flowers in the 
church.  She is fondly remembered by her many 
friends. 

All are welcome to the burial of ashes which will take 
place on Saturday 24th November at 12 noon.  It will 
be a very short ceremony, but a chance to say 
goodbye. 

Revd Kathy Bishop 

!6

GARDEN MAINTENANCE 
We offer a professional and reliable service 
from lawn mowing to new planting projects.  

Other services include tree surgery and 
hedge cutting. 

Please telephone Zara or Francis at 

Napier Garden Planning 
Tel : 01638 508847 

Westley Waterless, Newmarket 
e-mail: napierfz@aol.com  pn1118474@gmail.com

TIM PHILLIPS & Co.
Accountants

Independent, specialist service for:

Small Business • Self Assessment
Personal Taxation

Free initial consultation – no obligation
EASY, FREE PARKING

Copley Hill Business Park, Cambridge Rd., Babraham

Off A1307 between Wandlebury and Babraham

Tel: 01223 830044. www.tpaccounts.co.uk



November 2018
West Wratting Oil Syndicate 
– nearly 16p more per litre than last year! 

Goff Petroleum won the West Wratting Oil Syndicate 
order again (the last syndicate order this year), with 
22 houses having oil delivered at a price of 53.95p. 
Boilerjuice quoted a ‘special price’ of 54.18p, which 
was better than their ‘bulk price’ of 55.69p, but still 
not good enough to get the West Wratting order.  All 
of the other companies were not interested in being 
competitive, so the build up to the pre-Christmas 
order rush has already started – if you missed the 
syndicate order, I suggest that you place your own 
order soon! 

There will not be a West Wratting syndicate fill up 
this month as we don’t get a worthwhile price 
reduction in the run up to Christmas, so the next will 
be in January 2019. 

Richard Holness 

If anyone does need oil before the syndicates place 
another order, BoilerJuice is offering a £5 discount to 
residents of West Wratting and Weston Colville – see 
advert below. 
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Exclusive £5 off your order
PLUS, we group community orders! 

Visit us for a free quote today and see how much you can save on your heating oil.

Rated 9.2 out of 10 based on 38,033 reviews on 

Excellent

Proud to be the most trusted heating oil provider

 www.BoilerJuice.com or call 0800 151 3135  
today for your free quote

Terms & Conditions apply, visit BoilerJuice.com for more information 

NO 1 HEATING OIL 
MARKETPLACE

RATED EXCELLENT 
ON TRUST PILOT

OUR BEST PRICE 
GUARANTEED

OVER 1 BILLION 
LITRES SOLD

USE CODE 
CHALLENGE1
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West Wratting Book Club 
For our October meeting we read ‘Silk’ by Alessandro 
Baricco.  This was a short book written in an unusual 
style, the story of the lengths that one man went to in 
order to obtain valuable silk worm eggs when disease 
hit European sources, travelling to Japan from France 
at a time when the former was more or less closed to 
the Western World.  The first reaction of one or two us 
was ‘weird’ but in the end the general feeling was that 
we all loved it.  It was beautifully written and very  

gentle, with the occasional event that ‘sliced through 
it like a knife’.  It gradually turns from a story simply 
about the production of silkworm eggs, and the need 
to obtain them at any cost, to a love story. 

It was suggested that the repetition used to relate 
certain aspects reinforced them, in particular the 
journey Hervé Joncour had to make to and from 
Japan.  No one saw the end coming,which revealed 
one of the main characters in a different light.  It was 
also interesting in that it gave insights into certain 
historical events and sericulture (silk production).  
Some research on the web by one of our number 
revealed that the town in Japan which was Joncour’s 
ultimate destination had indeed been a centre for silk 
production which is currently being resurrected, and 
that other events which formed the basis of the story, 
were historically correct.  The part that Louis Pasteur 
played in the industry was interesting.  

It was well translated by Ann Goldstein, who it was 
felt had been able to capture the style and spirit of the 
story, a difficult thing to achieve.  Our final verdict 
was it was a charming book which we would 
recommend, with a score of 9 out of 10. 

Our next book, to be reviewed on Wednesday  
14th November at 8 pm, is ‘The Running Hare: The 
Secret Life of Farmland’ by John Lewis-Stempel, 
winner of the Thwaites Wainwright Prize 2015.  

Our December meeting, on Wednesday  
19th December, will be our pre-Christmas meal at  
7.30 for 8 pm (partners welcome).  Rather than 
reviewing a book you are invited to bring a favourite 
Christmas/winter poem or short reading.  Please let 
me know at the November meeting or, at the latest, by  
12th December, if you wish to come to this. 

Linda Gorman  (290653) 
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R BRISTLEY
9 COLLINGS PLACE, NEWMARKET

• All Chimneys Swept• Solid Fuel, Oil & Gas• Cowls, Nets & Pots Fitted• Stoves Repaired & Inspected• Carpets Cleaned• Competitive Prices• Very Clean• Classic Wedding Car Hire (White 1972 Citroën DS21)• Public Liability Insurance
☎ Newmarket (01638) 662439  

Est 1974

BRUSH ELECTRIC SWEEP
SJW Cleaning Services
Est. 1985

For all your cleaning needs
Window cleaning using 
traditional or Reach & Wash 
methods
Covering Weston Colville and 
West Wratting since 1985
Home:  01223 956260  
Mobile:  07789 682199
sjwcleaning@hotmail.co.uk
www.sjwcleaning.co.uk



November 2018

West Wratting Football 
Michael Bavester, 1st Team Manager, reported that 
after a shaky start because of the loss of a lot of 
players from the league-winning side, things have 
settled down.  The 1st Team has been on a five game 
unbeaten run, narrowly losing to Ely in a seven goal 
thriller, despite being down to bare bones due to 
injuries and players away on holiday.  However, 
things seem to be moving in the right direction.  The 
Reserves have started the season very well. 

Richard Cole, Youth Chairman, reported that as the 
youth teams are in a non-competitive league, no 
results can be displayed.  

They are three games into the season, and the four age 
groups (u8, u10, u11, and u12) are playing some great 
football and look promising for the future. 

The under 11s have progressed to the next round of 
the Cup, after they got all the way to the semi finals. 

Anyone wishing to come and watch the Seniors or the 
Youths would be more than welcome.  We have a 
lovely club house with refreshments, and a bar on 
Senior football match days. 

Blanche Miller, Sports Pavilion Secretary 

West Wratting Progressive Supper 
(evening of Saturday 19th January 2019) 

January 2018 saw a lot of newcomers to the 
Progressive Supper, which was wonderful, and we 
hope 19/01/19 will be no exception.  It is a fun way to 
meet fellow villagers on a cold dark January evening! 

If you would like to know more about the supper, 
please contact Tamara or me.  We would like to make 
it accessible to as many people as possible.  

It is open to all adult West Wratting residents.  You 
will be asked to provide a course (Starter, Main or 
Dessert) for 6 - 8 people including yourselves. 
Couples, trios, singles are all welcome to participate. 
This does not need to be gourmet cooking, a simple 
meal to share with friends is all that is required.  Cost 
is £5 per person.  This serves as a commitment to take 
part and provides a kitty for a final drink at The 
Chestnut Tree.  

Please let us know as soon as possible if you wish to 
participate, by email or by posting an envelope with 
your name, postal and email address and phone 
number through my door: 74 High Street, West 
Wratting. 

We need to have definite numbers and commitment 
money by Monday 10th December.  

Thank you for your participation,  
Sherry O’Donovan  

(sherry.odonovan@gmail.com / 290070) 
Tamara Dimond (tamara.keith@gmail.com / 290721) 
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The Chestnut Tree 
West Wratting 

CAMRA Cambridgeshire Pub of the Year 2014 
Handsome Victorian Free House combining the relaxed 

charm of a village local with a traditional menu of 
hearty home cooked food. 

Constantly changing selection of 4 real ales, plus  
a real cider, to enjoy in our fully refurbished bars  

or in our beautiful garden. 
You won’t find any gimmicks here,  

just a great village pub! 
01223 290384  

www.chestnuttreepub.co.uk

(All games 
start 14.00)

1st Team Reserves

Sat 3rd Nov Brampton H Royston Town A A

Sat 10th Nov Eaton Socon A Wisbech St Mary H

Sat 17th Nov Linton H NO GAME
Sat 24th Nov City Reserves A March Town Res A

Sat 1st Dec NO GAME Thaxted A
Sat 8th Dec Brampton A Royston Town A H

Sat 15th Dec Eynesbury Town 
Reserves

H St Ives Rangers A

Sat 22nd Dec NO GAME Sawston Rovers H

Sat 29th Dec Fulbourn A NO GAME
Sat 5th Jan NO GAME Bluntisham A
Sat 12th Jan Bar Hill A Sreat Chishill H
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Weston Colville Marsh Tit Study 
November is a good month to spot young Marsh Tits 
on your garden feeders, if you can see the individual 
trees in a deciduous or mixed wood from your house.  

We now have over 30 colour-ringed Marsh Tits, from 
'King Charles the First' through to 'Useless Eustace' 
and 'Godzilla' (poor little birds!), but there seem to be 
plenty of unringed birds about.  We'd love to hear 
about your sightings . . .cambsmarti@gmail.com, 
m_stammers@btinternet.com or Challenge. 

Hopefully, we'll soon be starting a research project 
with the University of Cambridge on the effect of gut 
bacteria on cognition in wild Tits, to complement our 
ongoing RAS study.  This will involve DNA 
sequencing of bird poo and matching it to the 
behaviour of the bird that produced it in simple, 
voluntary, visual puzzles placed outdoors (but more 
on that in upcoming issues of Challenge, mostly 
because I enjoy a good cliffhanger – don't you?).   

In other news, we have discovered that Emma Kaye is 
in fact a secret Nuthatch Whisperer.  Yes, really!  I 
enclose photographic proof, taken in late September. 
This young male Nuthatch flew onto Emma's arm 
after she released it and wouldn't leave her for a good 
20 seconds, allowing me to catch this very rare scene.   

I had visions of Snow 
White singing to the 
bluebirds in the 
charming Disney film, 
but realised that made 
me one of the 
Dwarves. . . 
probably Dopey.   

We now have an official 
birdringing group, The 
South Cambridgeshire Ringing Group, with the 
blessing of the BTO.  It's a momentous step for our 
friendly little team, as we now have to elect Executive 
Officers, have formal meetings and written policies, 
but it also means we can get 
grants to support our work.   
I'm very pleased to say that the 
Wadlow Wind Farm Community 
Fund will be our very first 
sponsor, who are contributing 
towards badly-needed 
equipment. 

As the days draw in, in order to start lengthening 
again in a few short weeks, spare a thought for your 
young birds, who are going into their first winter and 
their first experience of cold, damp, dark days and 
nights.  They won't have the knowledge yet to find 
food when it's scarce, and many will perish without 
your help.  Put out some sunflower hearts, please?  It 
could be the difference between life and death for 
them, and you can find this food online for around 
99p per kilogram, including postage.  On the 
youngsters' behalf, thank you! 

Alex Inzani and your friendly, neighbourhood  
South Cambs Ringing Group 
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I & S GROUNDWORKS LTD
Your Local Company for  

Driveways  
Patios  

Foundations  
Drainage 

Site Clearance

Please call  
Ian Boreham on 07831672907 or  
Simon Boreham on 07768821364

We service and repair all garden machinery. 

 We also have a fully stocked showroom with  
new and secondhand machines ranging from  

strimmers through to ride-on tractors. 

Free collection and delivery. 

Gog Magog Mower Services 
Unit 1, Copley Hill Business Park, Babraham
01223 832894          david@gogmagogmowers.co.uk 

www.gogmagogmowers.co.uk

HOME ANIMAL CARE 
Let me take care of your pets,  
while you are out at work or away  
on holiday.  I am a very responsible  
and reliable registered Pet Sitter, with many years’ 
experience.  I am fully insured and would like to 
have the opportunity to care for your pets. 

Phone: Catherine  01223 291411 / 07778 921334 
info@homeanimalcare.co.uk 

catherineneale9@icloud.com 

    National Association of Registered Pet Sitters

mailto:david@gogmagogmowers.co.uk
mailto:david@gogmagogmowers.co.uk
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Buttercups Community Pre-school, Balsham 
Buttercups are holding a 
fundraising Pamper Evening on 
Friday 7th December at Balsham 
Church Institute, to raise money 
to fund an entertainer for the 
children's Christmas Party.  There will be make-up 
demonstrations, massage, Christmas stocking fillers, 
drinks and nibbles.  Please reserve the date; more 
information next month. 

We have started the new academic year with lots of 
new children joining us, and our topic has been 
traditional tales and fairy stories.  The children have 
really settled well and enjoyed learning about the 
enormous turnip, the gingerbread man, Jack and the 
Beanstalk etc.  A real highlight for the children was 
making gingerbread men and sparkly cinnamon 
playdough.  We've also had lots of natural autumnal 
play with conkers, leaves, acorns and pumpkins, as 
well as taking advantage of the lovely weather and 
playing outside in the mud kitchen and on the 
playground. 

Kaye Morris 

Help Needed – we are looking for someone to come 
in at lunch time (from 12 to 1 pm) on a couple of days 
a week, just to help us keep an eye on the children 
whilst they have their lunch.  This would be paid.  If 
anyone is interested please email us at 
buttercupspreschool@yahoo.com or telephone 01223 
894608 and ask for Kirsty. 
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Weston Colville Reading Room 
Available for Hire 

for Parties, Functions, Fitness, Art, Hobby and Music Groups,  
and Meetings.  Recently renovated with kitchen  

and bar facilities and sound equipment. 
Licence for Alcohol and Live Music. 

 01223 290292            www.thereadingroom.org.uk

Volunteer Parish Nurse Vacancy- 

part time 

Nursing in the community- connecting with 
the health needs of local people 
We are looking to employ a volunteer 

Registered Nurse 

Hours to be agreed. 

To work with our ministry team in partnership 
with the local NHS Medical Practice at 
Sawston and Linton. 

Providing a nursing service that integrates 
spiritual, physical, psychological, emotional 
and social health to the local community, 
regardless of their faith. 

Applicants must be willing to undertake the 
Parish Nursing Ministry UK training in 
Birmingham, 25th – 28th March 2019.  

If you would like to know more about this role 
please contact the Parish Nurse, Claire Gillett 
7churches.parishnurse@gmail.com  

For an application pack and full job 
description, email 
7churches.seven@gmail.com  

Closing date for applications:  
Friday 14th December 2018. 

Interviews - mid January 2019 

mailto:7churches.parishnurse@gmail.com
mailto:7churches.seven@gmail.com
mailto:7churches.parishnurse@gmail.com
mailto:7churches.seven@gmail.com
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Daisy Chains Christmas Fair 
We are also appealing for soft toys for a teddy bear 
tombola – if people are having a pre-Christmas clear 
out, please can they donate teddies and soft toys to 
us?  They can contact me on jess@agrarian.biz for 
collection/delivery, or deliver to Daisy Chains.  

Jess Ashbridge 

Postcards (New or Used) and Stamps 
I am still collecting postcards (every card is worth 
money) to raise funds for the Sudan Church 
Association.  PLEASE leave stamps on the cards. 

I have also found an outlet via Little St Mary’s 
Church in Cambridge for any sort of stamp, so with 
Christmas approaching please could you save your 
stamps, other than those on postcards .  Profits go to 
Embracing the Middle East (formerly Biblelands). 

I can collect cards or stamps.  Please contact me at 
Nine Chimney House, Balsham, on 01223 893063  
or sanderschimneys@uwclub.net   

If anyone wishes to buy mint stamps in aid of the 
Sudan Church Association, please contact me or 
scastamps@gmail.com for more information. 

Joanna Sanders 
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PLUMBLINE)
PLUMBING)AND)HEATING)ENGINEER)
PROFESSIONAL+DOMESTIC+PLUMBING+SERVICE+

Call)John)on)
01223)893903)

Fully+Qualified+and+Insured+

Including+Property+Maintenance+
PainEng:+Tiling:+Plastering:+Carpentry+++++++++

Friendly+and+Reliable+Service+ No+Job+Too+Small+

Supcik@talktalk.net+

Feline-only veterinary clinic, providing stress free 
care for both you and your cat. 

01223 880707 
info@cambridgecatclinic.co.uk 

Cox’s Drove, Fulbourn, Cambridge,  CB21 5HE 

Feline better!
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West Wickham & District Gardening Club 
On Monday 15th October, David Hack gave us the 
first of our monthly talks, entitled ‘Make your Garden 
Count with BTO Garden Birdwatch’.  David is British 
Trust for Ornithology ambassador for Suffolk, and as 
well as explaining the work of the Trust we 
were shown photographs taken in his own garden of 
many garden birds along with their songs.  We had 
advice on feeding birds, and how to make your garden 
more welcoming to wildlife.  We were delighted to 
see so many members and guests on a wet and windy 
night, which only goes to show that we gardeners 
enjoy all aspects of the countryside, not just plants.  

Next month on 19th November Sean Reid, the head 
gardener at Ickworth, will come to talk on its gardens, 
so if you would like to find out more about 
the Stumpery, the walled garden and the Italianate 
garden please come along.  

Our series of monthly talks runs from October to 
April on the third Monday in the month at West 
Wickham Village Hall, starting at 7.30.  The club 
subscriptions are £7 single or £12 family.  If you 
would like to know more about the club and its 
activities, please ring me on 01799 584262. 

Rosemary Yallop

Balsham Gardening Club 
The October meeting was entertained and 
informed by Nigel Start, a show judge, who 
shared his tips for successful ‘Growing for Show’.  
The main tips were to know when your show will be 
held, to make sure that the produce is at its peak at the 
right time.  Also, watering is key to producing 
uniform vegetables.  Water stress results in size and 
shape variation, which is undesirable on the show 
bench.  Size does not matter as much as uniformity.  
Finally, presentation can be the difference between 
your entry and others.  Where the judge has to choose 
between two or more excellent entries, the one that is 
best presented will get the first prize.  In 2019 the 
Balsham Gardening Club show will be in September 
so hopefully we will get lots of entries. 

The next meeting will be at 19.15 on 6th November 
when Claire Matthews will give a talk on ‘The 
History of Easton Lodge – the Countess and her 
Gardens’.  The venue is the Meadow School Hall, and 
the talk will start at 19.30 prompt and be followed by 
the AGM.  As always, new members are welcome. 

Harold’s Tips: 
• Sow broad beans in well drained ground 
• Plant bulbs for the spring display – ensuring that 

they are planted deep enough 
• Plant autumn planting onion sets and shallots 
• Clean the greenhouse and make sure it is storm 

proof and the heater, if used, is working properly 
• Collect leaves for making leaf mould 
• Clean out water butts in readiness for autumn rain 
• Dig in compost or manure where hungry crops are 

to be grown next season 
• Hope for better growing weather next year! 

Jennie Tipler, Balsham Gardening Club 
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As a long established Haverhill firm we are the natural choice 
for all your accountancy and tax requirements 

Contact Jon Griffey, Philip Hackett or Simon Iron or just call in 
to our offices on the Market Square, 2 Mill Road, Haverhill 

! 01440 762024 
www.hackettgriffey.com 

R BRISTLEY
9 COLLINGS PLACE, NEWMARKET

• Drains Unblocked Fast• Toilets, Baths & Sinks• Guttering & Downpipes• Drain Repairs & CCTV Surveys• High Pressure Water Jetting• Domestic & Industrial• All Work Guaranteed 
☎ Newmarket (01638) 662439  

Est. 1974

SANICLEAN
DRAIN & PLUMBING SERVICES

[cocoon] 
wellbeing + beauty 

Waxing  
OPI manicures + pedicures 
Comfort Zone Facials  
Massage + aromatherapy  
Gifts + vouchers  
inner lather Soaps 

01223 290886 
High Street, West Wickham 

http://www.hackettgriffey.com
http://www.hackettgriffey.com
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The Meadow School 
You may well have seen in the news that OFSTED are 
going to be changing the shift in their focus of 
inspections away from exam results, in order to make 
sure that schools are providing a broad and balanced 
curriculum.  This is something we have always 
considered to be very important.  

This year we are putting an emphasis on the ‘Arts’, 
with music, drama and art all being celebrated.  The 
Infants began their topic with ‘You’ve been Framed’, 

run by the music and drama 
company ‘Stage Coach’.  
The children thoroughly 
enjoyed exploring famous 
works of art by ‘jumping’ 
into the picture and taking an 
imaginative journey through 

role play.  It was so lovely to see how even the 
youngest children were able to engage with the art 
work through the form of drama.  Their day also 
included time with a local art teacher, helping the 
children learn to draw self-portraits.  The results were 
really outstanding. 

If you were out and about in Balsham, you may well 
have seen our ‘Art’ theme continuing to our annual  

 ‘Meadow Mile’ PTA sponsored 
event.  All the children dressed in 
‘Art’ fancy dress, including a range 
of famous artists and art work.  The 
money raised will be used to 
purchase new outdoor musical 
instruments to be installed on our 
playground.  We are really looking 
forward to hearing the creative 
compositions from the children each lunch time!  

Year 2 have also enjoyed taking part in a local music 
festival.  They spent time learning two songs which 
were then performed with children from other local 
schools.  Singing is an important skill to teach the 
children and is such an inclusive way of introducing 
children to music.  We have been reminded how much 
we miss our school choir, which used to run weekly 
during a lunch time.  We would love to hear from 
anyone in the local community who may be interested 
in running a school choir again. 

Harvest Festival always provides the school with a 
great opportunity to spend time singing some well-
loved songs.  This year was no exception, with the 
children signing beautifully in the church.  As always, 
we collected produce for Jimmy’s Night Shelter in 
Cambridge.  It is very humbling to think how a few 
packets and tins can make such a different to people 
during our cold autumn and winter.  

Harvest Festival was quickly followed by our annual 
Craft and Gift Fair.  This event is always a prominent 
feature of our calendar, and once again proved to be a 
great success thanks to a wonderful set of volunteers 
baking cakes, running stalls and helping set up.  Many 
thanks to the parents and members of the local 
community for coming along to support this event. 

Helen Loe, Assistant Headteacher 
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PEST CONTROL SERVICES  
AGRICULTURAL AND DOMESTIC 

CLUSTER FLIES, LOFT AREA,  
RABBITS, RATS, 

MICE, MOLES, WASPS & INSECTS  

CONTACT R DANIELS  
01223 290570 / 07773 682676 

Locally produced lamb and pork  
for the freezer?

Tamarind Herd
Available fresh by arrangement, or frozen.  
Telephone Jerry to discuss requirements.

 01223 290076 or 07970 154161
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Marsh Mail 
LVC students have achieved phenomenal 
sporting successes over the past month, 
with significant wins at county-level football and 
hockey fixtures.  Students are fortunate to benefit 
from brilliant facilities on which to practise.  Having a 
sports centre available to the school community which 
invests into LVC’s amenities is a real, tangible benefit 
of the Village College model. 

In recent years, students have profited greatly from 
the state of the art 4G AstroTurf pitch and access to a 
high specification fitness studio, and are soon to be 
able to use the resurfaced tennis courts.  We are 
appreciative of the growing numbers of Sports Centre 
users who directly support LVC’s students through 
their membership.  More information about how to 
join and details about new clubs on offer, including 
Shimmy Fit, Clubbercise and walking football, are 
available at: www.lintoncommunitysportscentre.co.uk.   

Students also benefit from the support of the many 
volunteers who give their time and expertise freely to 
enhance education at LVC.  Our annual sponsored 
walk and its significant amount of fundraising for 
school facilities is only possible with the work of 
volunteer stewards and the organisation by the Friends 
of LVC.  We are grateful for the large number of 
parents/carers who commit to running events. 

I’ve had the privilege of observing our community 
language mentors in action this month, helping our 
students to learn through the Languages Futures 
programme.  Our Year 9 students are fortunate to be 
able to engage in authentic conversation in Turkish, 
Italian, Japanese, Russian and Greek, amongst other 
languages, because of community volunteers.  

Another significant task force of volunteers is our 
Governing Body.  We currently have vacancies for 
community governors.  Appointments are on a skills 
basis to ensure that the team has the requisite spread 
of knowledge.  We would be particularly interested to 
hear from potential governors who have expertise in 
law, estates and procurement, but we are essentially 
keen to recruit committed individuals who are keen to 
contribute to the strategic leadership of the College.  
If you are interested in finding out more about the role 
of a governor please contact the Clerk to the 
Governing Body, Tracy Coston (tracy.coston@lvc.org). 

Helena Marsh, Principal 
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07899 640912     wheatstonecarpentry.co.uk     
wheatstone.carpentryltd@gmail.com

Cambridge Theatre Company
presents

a Musical Adventure by Stiles & Drewe

Tuesday 18th - Saturday 22nd December 
Tuesday - Friday   7:30 pm

Wednesday & Thursday   2:30 pm
Saturday   1:00 pm & 5:30 pm

Great Hall at The Leys, Cambridge

Tickets:  £18 child, £22.50 adult
www.cambridgelivetrust.co.uk/tickets   

or  01223 357851
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Roman Catholic Mass 
Every Saturday at 5.30 pm, Sundays at 10 am and noon, at 
St Philip Howard Church, Cherry Hinton.  Every Saturday 
at 6.30 pm, Sundays at 10 am, Haverhill (St Felix Roman 
Catholic Church) 

November 2018 
Fri 2  Tea & Cakes, Weston Colville Reading Room  
  First Friday Bridge, West Wratting 
Sat 3 Saturday Morning Café, West Wratting  
Tue 6 Balsham Gardening Club 
Wed 7 West Wratting Over 60s  
  Weston Colville Cinema Club, Reading Room 
Thur 8 ‘Dissecting Dementia’ discussion, Gt Abington 
Sun 11 Remembrance Day 
Mon 12 Weston Colville Parish Council meeting 
  West Wratting Parish Council meeting 
Tue 13 Seniors, Reading Room, Weston Colville 
Wed 14 West Wratting Book Club  
Thur 15 Lunch Club, The Chestnut Tree  
Sat 17 St Andrew’s Churchyard clear-up, West Wratting 
Mon 19 West Wickham & District Gardening Club 
Sat 24 Quiz Night, West Wratting 
  Christmas Fair, West Wickham 
Sun 25 Pet service, St Mary’s, Weston Colville 
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Editor: Anne Bragg (290550) or email:  
editor@challengemag.co.uk 

Thank you for all your articles, news, etc.  If these are sent by 
email, they are always acknowledged; if you don’t get a reply, 

your items haven’t been received, so please resend.  Some 
contributions may have to be edited, to fit the space available, 

and are published at the discretion of the editor. 
December issue’s copy date:  

Tuesday 20th November. 

Revd Iain McColl  
 tel: 890693  email: mccoll.iain@gmail.com 
Revd Kathy Bishop, Associate Priest   
 tel: 892288  email: revkathy@hotmail.co.uk 
Very Revd Keith Johnson, Honorary Associate Priest  
 tel: 890835  email: jkeith1412@gmail.com 
Mr Steven Wheeler, Licensed Lay Minister  
 tel: 290396  email: steven@juicyfruitsuk.com 
Mr Alistair Collen, Licensed Lay Minister  
 tel: 894230  email: alistair.collen@hotmail.co.uk 
Mrs Rosemary Mead, Authorised Lay Minister  
 tel: 891718  email: leonardavmead@hotmail.com 
Mr Keith Day, Authorised Lay Minister  
 tel: 891527  email: keithdday@btinternet.com 

Parish Council Contacts: 
Weston Colville Parish Clerk – Jess Ashbridge,  
   jess@agrarian.biz 
West Wratting Parish Clerk –  Jenny Richards,  
   j.richards597@btinternet.com,  01223 665260  
Church Administrator:  Caroline (Cazzy) Walshe,  
 7churches.seven@gmail.com,  01223 891443 
Parish Nurse:  Claire Gillett,  
 7churches.parishnurse@gmail.com, 07498 994205

Mobile library: first Tuesday of month (6th Nov, 4th Dec) 
 High Street, West Wratting        12.15 - 12.45 
 Post Office, Weston Green          1.50 - 2.15 
 Mill Hill, Weston Colville       2.20 - 2.50

DIARY

Black bins:        Monday 5th & 19th November,  
  Monday 3rd, 17th & 31st December 
Blue & green bins:    Monday 12th & 26th November,  
  Monday 10th & 24th December  
 (but no green bin collection on 24th December)

Churchwardens:   
St Mary’s –  Ian Ashbridge (291344)  
  Philippa Coates (290842)  
St Andrew’s – Sebastian Bain (403415)  
     Alex Walsham (291491)

St Andrew’s, West Wratting  (10.45 am unless otherwise stated) SET UP FLOWERS CLEANING

Sunday 4th November United Service, Balsham Rev Iain McColl n/a Louise Jenny
Sunday 11th November Remembrance Day service Steven Wheeler Alex Linda n/a
Sunday 11th November (4 pm) Café Church John & Scilla Harvey, 
Sunday 18th November Holy Communion Very Revd Keith Johnson Sisse Linda Maggie
Sunday 25th November Holy Communion Rev Iain McColl Fanny Alex n/a

St Mary’s, Weston Colville  (9.15 am unless  
                                                               otherwise stated)
Sunday 4th November  
(10.45 am)

United Service, 
Balsham

Rev Iain McColl

Sunday 11th November Remembrance Day service at Balsham
Sunday 18th November Holy Communion Rev Dr Carrie 

Pemberton Ford
Sunday 25th November Pet service Rev Iain McColl & 

Steven Wheeler
Flowers, Cleaning Ruth, Gay

www.westwratting.org.uk
for information on:

What’s On Directory Parish Council  
Parish History Local Sports Village Hall Events 
Church News Parish Matters Village Calendar

Please send us your contributions, events, 
notices, photos and comments.


