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Tea and Cakes, Weston Colville 
Tea and Cakes is back, after a break 
in August. 

Please join us on Friday  
7th September, 3.30 - 5 pm.  All 
welcome.  Please come along for a 
cuppa, cake and a chat. 

All welcome.  We look forward to seeing you. 
Melanie  (291319) 

West Wratting Over 60s 
We meet, to include lunch, at The Chestnut Tree at 
12.30 pm on Wednesday 5th September. 

The next meeting will be at The Chestnut Tree on  
3rd October.  

Wendy Halls 

Saturday Morning Café, West Wratting 
Huge thanks to everyone for another buzzing café at 
the beginning of August!   

The Saturday morning café will run as usual on 
Saturday 1st Septembert between 10.30 am and  
12 noon in the village hall.  The café works by 
different volunteers kindly offering to serve and 
donate cakes every month.  There is always a play 
corner set up for kids, and a bookstall with second 
hand books.  Please come and join us for a catch up 
over tea / coffee and delicious cake! 

The money raised continues to be donated to local 
community projects.  

On Saturday 10th November, the café is organising 
another little movers’ dance morning and lunch for 
preschoolers in the area.  

Sherry (290070) and Catherine (291307) 

West Wratting Book Club 
Looking forward to seeing regulars and new people at 
our next meeting on Wednesday12th September at the 
usual time of 8 pm at The Chestnut Tree.  We will be 
discussing ‘Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine’ by 
Gail Honeyman, and ‘The Woodlanders’ by Thomas 
Hardy. 

Linda Gorman 
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  Harvest 
Songs of Praise 

…. for all the family 
Followed by bonfire ‘cook-out’ for kids 

and Harvest Supper in Church
(See article on page 2 for details) 
Sunday 30th September,  4 - 5 pm

West Wratting Church
All ages welcome 

Come at 3.45 to prepare your potato for the fire –  
– and get ready to eat it (with fillings) at the end!

Bring donations of food  
for Haverhill Food Bank 

Scilla & John Harvey (290199) 
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West Wratting Harvest Supper 
This year the West Wratting Harvest Supper will take 
the form of a Bring and Share meal in St Andrew’s 
Church on Sunday 30th September, beginning at  
5 pm.  This will immediately follow the Harvest 
Songs of Praise service at 4 pm (see separate notice).  
This is an event for the whole village and all are very 
welcome; please feel free to come even if you do not 
attend the service.  

The meal will be a buffet style spread of finger food 
with a harvest theme.  We invite those who come to 
bring a plate of one or more of the following: 

• Quiche 
• Sausage Rolls 
• Cooked chipolatas 
• Ham 
• Cheese (sliced or cubed) 
• Crudités (finger-sized pieces of carrots, celery, 

peppers, cucumbers, tomatoes, and other 
vegetables) with dips 

• Crisps and nuts 
• Apple cakes 
• And . . . anything else! 

Tea, coffee, wine and cordial will be provided.  There 
will also be a bonfire on which we will cook potatoes. 
Potatoes and fillings will be provided for all children, 
who are invited to come before the service (3.45 pm) 
to wrap potatoes in tin foil and put them in the fire 
ready for eating at 5 pm.  

If the weather is fair we will spill out into the 
churchyard; if not the gathering will be in the church.  

We will also use the opportunity to take a collection 
for the Haverhill food bank.  A list of items that are 
needed will be posted in the church porch. 

To facilitate catering, it would be helpful if you could 
email Alex Walsham (amw23@cam.ac.uk) to indicate 
what you plan to bring.  

We look forward to seeing everyone on  
30th September. 

Alex Walsham (amw23@cam.ac.uk),  
Scilla Harvey (scilla.harvey@btinternet.com),  

Sherry O’Donovan (sherry.odonovan@gmail.com), 
Catherine Willcocks (catherinewillcocks@gmail.com) 

Seniors 
Our August garden party was a resounding success. 
Every one supplied food for our shared meal and there 
was friendly chatter and good company throughout 
the afternoon, with more of us than at any earlier 
meeting.  

Unfortunately there will be no meeting in September 
but we will resume in October with Bernard’s slide 
talk about the British Antarctic Survey and the time he 
spent in Antarctica.  

In November we will go to Jupiter with John, then 
December will see us enjoying a Christmas lunch, and 
in January we aim to go to the panto with Aladdin and 
his magic lamp. 

We meet on the second Tuesday of each month at  
2.30 pm in the Reading Room, and finish each 
meeting with a short Chair Yoga session lead by our 
own Charlotte.   

Would you like to join us?  Just come along or call 
me. 

Allen  (290837) 
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www.westwratting.org.uk
for information on:

What’s On Directory Parish Council  
Parish History Local Sports Village Hall Events 
Church News Parish Matters Village Calendar

Please send us your contributions, events, 
notices, photos and comments.
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Bumble Bees 
The Bumble Bees Baby and Toddler 
Group is held every Tuesday (term time 
only) from 10 am to 12 noon in The 
Reading Room, Weston Colville.  

£2.50 per session (with an additional 50p for every 
additional sibling).  

There are many different toys suitable for 0 - 5 year 
olds, a different craft activity each week, a garden 
with outside play equipment, songs, stories and a 
drink and snack for both adults and children.  Come 
along and join in the fun!  

Term dates and planned craft activities are as follows: 

4th September   Pasta Necklaces 
11th September  Free Painting (aprons provided)  
18th September  Paper Plate Toadstools  
25th September  Fruit and Vegetable Printing  
   (aprons provided)  
2nd October   Scarecrows  
9th October   Hand Print Hedgehogs  
   (aprons provided)  
16th October   Leaf Rubbings 

23rd October   Half Term (no session); we will 
re-open on Tuesday 30th October.  

Beverley  (07833 228958) 

Pop-up Pub 

Weston Colville Reading Room, 
Friday 12th October 6.30 - 10.00 pm; 
hot food available.  Further details to 
follow. 

Jeremy Newton 

The Lost Words 

On Saturday  
15th September, there’ll be 
an event to share Robert 
Macfarlane’s poems and 
Jackie Morris’s exquisite 
paintings.  Come to the 
Reading Room at 4 pm.   
All welcome, refreshments 
available.    

Enquiries: jacquelinetheteacher@hotmail.com, 291475. 

Weston Colville Circular Walk 
Here we are about to embark on our August walk,  
first through Lower Wood and then a loop past  
West Wratting Hall through crops variously still 
swaying or neatly harvested.   

The next walk will be on Saturday 20th October at  
10 am, and we’ll walk approximately 5 miles.  Meet 
at the Reading Room, BYO lunch, and maybe 
something to share.  Refreshments will be available 
and all are welcome.  
Enquiries: jacquelinetheteacher@hotmail.com, 291475. 
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Want to feel empowered and back in 
control of your life? 

We do this together, inspiring you to be who you want to be.  
We get you to be in action, in communication, knowledgeable, 

and accountable for your healthy body and mind. 
I’ve supported and helped youngsters to airline pilots,  

head teachers to stay at home mums.  I’m known for my 
commitment, my passion, understanding real women’s issues, 
and making a huge impact, leaving my clients feeling mentally 

uplifted and physically invigorated. 
It all begins with a chat, so call or message me:  

07791 837114    clairefoycoaching@gmail.com  
Fully equipped, qualified and insured Specialist Advanced Personal Trainer,  

NLP Coach and Sports Massage Therapist
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Weston Colville Cinema Club 
We’re back at the beginning of next 
month with a Coen brothers’ crime 
comedy, ‘O Brother Where Art Thou?’ 
starring George Clooney, with an award-winning 
bluegrass soundtrack.   

The Reading Room, Wednesday 3rd October,  
7.30 pm, all welcome, refreshments available.   
Enquiries:    jacquelinetheteacher@hotmail.com, 291475. 

John Simpson Tickets 
We have a pair of tickets for John Simpson’s 
appearance on Friday 21st September at the Theatre 
Royal, Bury St Edmunds.   

 jacquelinetheteacher@hotmail.com, 291475 

Weston Colville Reading Room ‘Pub’ Quiz 
Five teams competed for the cash prize in April, and 
we’re holding another quiz on Wednesday,  
19th September, at 8 pm.  Up to four per team, entry 
£2 per person.  Bar includes wine, cider and draft ale.  
All welcome; enquiries: 
 jacquelinetheteacher@hotmail.com, 291475. 

A Date for your Diary – West Wratting 
Progressive Supper  

The West Wratting Progressive Supper will take place 
on Saturday 19th January 2019. 

For further information please contact Tamara 
(Tamara.keith@gmail.com) or Sherry 
(sherry.odonovan@gmail.com). 

Tamara and Sherry 
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Carpet Cleaning  

Stone Floor, Upholstery & Rug Cleaning 
A few points that make us stand out from the others, 

 

Rothwell’s has been in business since 1993. 
We’re an honest local family firm. 

Our large truck mounted machines mean more cleaning 
& drying power for the best results possible. 

Members of both the NCCA and TACCA. 
We will move the furniture for a thorough clean. 

100% satisfaction or it’s FREE. 
 

Call Oliver and Max Campbell for expert help today. 
 

01638 428 060   
01223 832 928 

www.Rothwells.biz 

Charter House
Burrough Green

Newmarket
Suffolk  CB8 9NG

JAGGARD & SON
FIREWOOD

quality logs cut and split to requirement
COAL

solid fuel to suit all fires 
MULCH

graded woodchip for gardens etc 

01638 507330 07766 566226   
rdjaggardandson@btinternet.com

West Wratting Village Hall 
Licensed for entertainment and sale of alcohol  

Ideal for: 
●   weddings, family functions, children’s parties, meetings,  

fundraising events & performances 
●   spacious stage, modern kitchen & separate bar area 
●   disabled facilities             ●   excellent sound system 

●   furniture, crockery, etc also available for hire 

01223 290270 
wwvhbookings@gmail.com 

www.westwratting.org.uk/village-hall/ 

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING 
on Friday 28th September, 10 am 

at Fourwinds, Carlton. 
  

Everyone welcome – bring 
your friends and neighbours 

for a cup of tea, delicious cakes and a 
fabulous raffle. 

Also a raffle for a Christmas turkey,  
 kindly donated by Ian Wylie.  

In aid of Macmillan Cancer Support 

If you are unable to come then any donations to 
this worthwhile cause are warmly welcomed. 
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Eyes Down for Charity Bingo Night 
Please come and join us for an evening of bingo 
games and supper at West Wratting Village Hall on 
Saturday 13th October.  £10 a ticket for your first 
game and supper (details to follow), with a free first 
drink!  

All proceeds from the evening will go towards the  
St Andrew’s Church Restoration Fund. 

All welcome – so grab your dabber and come and join 
the fun! 

Catherine (291307), Claire (290638),  
Sarah (291906), Anne (290967) 

The Chestnut Tree Pool Team 
The Chestnut Tree Pool Team ended the season as 
outright winners of Division II Haverhill Pool League 
(HPL) and gained promotion to the First Division.  On 
12th July at the HMSC Awards and Finals night they 
received the Divisional Cup, which they keep for a 
year, and a smaller trophy, to be retained permanently. 

This next season will be exciting as the team have 
elected to join the Cambridge Area Pool League 
(CAPL) which has more divisions than Haverhill.  
The season starts mid-October and as yet the team 
does not know which division they will be assigned 
to, and are waiting for the enrolment date  
(28th August) to learn this.   

The Chestnut Tree Pool Team practices on Thursday 
nights at The Chestnut Tree. 

Colin Evans 

Mike Severs, Jim Irwin, Peter Causton, John Twinn, 
Colin Evans and Toby Bitten. 
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∆ Eastern Counties Oil Services
✓ Boiler and range cooker servicing
✓ Grant boilers registered G-One Plus installer
✓ Free 5 or 10 year guarantee on new Grant boilers
✓ Pressurised hot water systems registered installer
✓ All aspects of plumbing and heating work undertaken
✓ 24 hour emergency service available

Weston Colville: 01223 291374 or 07827 810344
john@easterncountiesoilservices.co.uk

07899 640912     wheatstonecarpentry.co.uk     
wheatstone.carpentryltd@gmail.com

                                    

* Eat Well           * Live Well                * Celebrate Community 

The perfect opportunity to pick up seasonal,  
                 local fresh produce on your door step! 

Balsham 
Community Market 

Bringing Food & Friends Together 
 

Outdoor Market 
Saturday 8th September 

2pm to 4pm  

Prince Memorial 
Stand 

balshammarket@gmail.com 

mailto:john@easterncountiesoilservices.co.uk
mailto:john@easterncountiesoilservices.co.uk
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West Wratting Oil Syndicate 
There will be a West Wratting Syndicate fill up this 
month, with an order cut off of Thursday  
 6th September at 6.30 pm.  Please don’t place your 
orders until 1st September as they get written on 
scraps of paper and used for takeaway orders etc. 

Place your orders either by email to me at 
richardholness023@btinternet.com (please put ‘Oil’ in 
the subject box; if you don’t get a reply from me to 
your emailed order within 48 hours, please place your 
order with the pub by phone), or by phoning the pub 
during licensing hours – not too late, please – on 
290384.  Please also make sure that you tell me if you 
have any special delivery requirements, such as 
‘Phone day before for gate to be unlocked’ etc.  We 
may be using Boilerjuice or another order 
consolidation website, as they seem to be getting  
very aggressive with their pricing. 

Remember that syndicate orders take at least a couple 
of weeks from the cutoff date to be collated, brokered 
and delivered, but if you take the minimum of 500 
litres every time there’s a fill up, you’ll always be 
buying at the best price.  Details of the supplier, price 
and delivery dates will be placed on the WW website  

www.westwratting.org.uk about three days after the 
order cutoff day. 

There will be another fill up next month, which will 
be the last syndicate fill up of 2018.  The order cut off 
will be Monday 8th October at 6.30 pm. 

Richard Holness 

Weston Colville Oil Co-operative  

Ordering deadline: noon, Sunday 16th September. 

Church End to the bottom of Mill Hill:   
  Alastair Douglas (291475, or salguoda@hotmail.co.uk) 

Chapel Road, Common Road, Horseshoe Lane: 
  Anne Vidler (290010, or anne.vidler@talk21.com) 

Any orders left by email will always be 
acknowledged; if you do not get a reply, we haven’t 
received your order.  Please don't phone before 8 am 
or after 10 pm (leave a message during the day). 

We keep a note of any special requirements, such as 
needing a phone call the day before delivery to 
arrange access; please let us know if you wish to 
change these.  The minimum delivery is 500 litres; 
this is a Trading Standards ruling because of the  
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MOPS HAIR SALON

HAIR BY JO DENNY
WOMEN | MEN | CHILDREN

CUTTING & COLOURING

41 LINTON HIGH STREET  |  T: 01223 893 285
(BEHIND BOSWELL’S BAKERY)

GARDEN MAINTENANCE 
We offer a professional and reliable service 
from lawn mowing to new planting projects.  

Other services include tree surgery and 
hedge cutting. 

Please telephone Zara or Francis at 

Napier Garden Planning 
Tel : 01638 508847 

Westley Waterless, Newmarket 
e-mail: napierfz@aol.com  pn1118474@gmail.com
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accuracy of lorry gauges.  To get the minimum ask for 
500 litres; do not ask for a ‘top up’ because you might 
get a ‘fill up’. 

Orders will be collated and placed shortly after the 
order deadline and deliveries may or may not begin 
the same week.  If you are close to running out, tell 
your contact.  The price will not be known until the 
order is placed, and the supplier may ring for payment 
before delivery (failure to reply to this call may put 
your order in jeopardy) or bill you direct after 
delivery.  Please be aware that most suppliers now add 
2% to the invoice for credit card payment.  Debit 
cards and cheques do not attract a surcharge. 

Please ensure we have your correct address and 
post code because some deliveries have been delayed 
due to the lack of correct information. 

Weston Colville Neighbourhood Watch (NHW) 
Local problems this month include a recent burglary 
in Weston Green, an attempted break in at the 
Balsham post office, lead stolen from a house wall, a 
number plate theft, and cash stolen from houses in 
Linton.  Laptops and jewellery were stolen from 
houses in Shudy Camps and Camps End.  There were 
150 reports this month, so crime is alive and well in 
South Cambs – do take care. 

Scams and fake emails can affect any of us.  We have 
had repeated telephone calls telling us that our BT line 
is going to be disconnected.  We just cut the caller off.  
Watch out for fake British Gas refund emails, which 
claim to offer refunds but are actually trying to steal 
the usernames and passwords of British Gas accounts.  
Also watch out for fake LinkedIn emails which invite 
you to use links ‘to get more details’ – these are 
malicious, designed to steal your personal details.  
Fake emails apparently from Amazon seek our login 

details – they are not from Amazon.  The subject line 
and content of the emails vary, but they all contain 
links leading to phishing websites.  Remember – 
always question unsolicited requests for your personal 
or financial information, in case it’s a scam.  Never 
automatically click on a link in an unexpected email 
or text.  To learn how to stay safe on line, go to: 
www.cyberaware.gov.uk .      

The autumn is coming and heating oil will be on order 
or already in your tank.  Monitor your tank regularly 
so that you know if and when a theft has occurred.  
Where possible, keep your tank out of sight from the 
road; fit a sturdy lock to the fill and vent caps for tank 
security; install a motion sensor security light; think 
about basic CCTV packages which are becoming 
more affordable.  A cheaper alternative to CCTV is a 
‘Beware of the Dog’ gate sign.  Good boundary 
fencing restricts access to the tank.  If possible turn 
your tank and boiler off and secure any control 
switches when not in use.  Do add oil to your 
insurance.  When you are away, ask a neighbour to 
keep an eye on your oil tank and report any suspicious 
activity to the police.  

When thinking about home security remember that 
anything that makes life difficult for a thief improves 
your chances of sending him on his way rather than 
stealing from you.  They do not like dogs nor do they 
like being lit up and seen. 

Remember to report any suspicious activity in your 
area on either the 101 non-emergency number or 999 
in an emergency.  Please try and give as much 
information regarding a vehicle or person as possible.  
The police do value your calls.  You can also report 
things online by logging on to the website 
www.cambs.police , where you have the option to 
‘report a crime’ or ‘report a concern’.   

Allen Scott  (290837, allen.scott70@googlemail.com) 
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Parish Matters 
Six months ago Claire Gillett, our 
Parish Nurse, introduced the new 
newsletter about her work in our 
Granta Vale Group of churches.  
As she explained, Claire works three days a week, on 
Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday, and Thursday.  She 
is now supported by a volunteer, Sue Buckingham, 
who has worked locally for Age UK.  Claire has an 
honorary contract with our local Granta Medical 
Practice, with access to Linton Health Centre  

Claire is in a similar position to the Chaplaincy 
Volunteers who work in the Chaplaincy at 
Addenbrookes Hospital alongside the Hospital 
Chaplains.  She is a member of our Ministry Team, 
regularly meeting with us at our Monday morning 
prayers and our staff meetings.  She makes it clear to 
the patients she visits that she is ready to pray with 
them if they ask. 

Parish Nurses were first established in 1986 in the 
USA, and have now spread to twenty-three countries 
around the world.  They first began here in the UK 
twelve years ago in 2006.  The newly appointed 
Bishop of London, the Rt Revd Sarah Mullally who 

was, before her consecration, the Head Nurse of the 
NHS, has been a supporter of the new movement. 

If you would like to learn more about Parish Nursing, 
please visit the website parishnursing.org.uk. 

There are two events in September, one at the 
beginning and one at the end.  On Saturday  
1st September the West Wickham Church Fete will be 
held at Manor Farm, West Wickham, and the Holy 
Trinity Flower Festival will be on Saturday 29th and 
Sunday 30th September.  It will be a celebration of the 
harvest, called ‘For the beauty of the Earth.’  

Keith Johnson 
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Cox’s Drove,  
Fulbourn,  
CB21 5HE 

www.cambridgecatclinic.co.uk             01223-880707 
• A specialist feline only veterinary clinic 
• Independently run surgery, 5 miles from 

Cambridge city centre 
• We pride ourselves on giving compassionate 

and stress free healthcare 
• All emergencies are dealt with at the clinic  

by our team 
• Feline Better!  

Reliable and experienced  
property maintenance,  
gardening and handy man  
services, including:

• DIY jobs, from dripping taps to installing roof insulation
• General garden maintenance, mowing and hedge cutting 
• Internal repairs, painting and decorating
• Construction of small garden structures including raised 

beds and sheds.

Pete Rendell,  07807 247593 / 01223 291906 
pete@pdpropertymaintenance.com  

TIM PHILLIPS & Co.
Accountants

Independent, specialist service for:

Small Business • Self Assessment
Personal Taxation

Free initial consultation – no obligation
EASY, FREE PARKING

Copley Hill Business Park, Cambridge Rd., Babraham

Off A1307 between Wandlebury and Babraham

Tel: 01223 830044. www.tpaccounts.co.uk

HOME ANIMAL CARE 
Let me take care of your pets,  
while you are out at work or away  
on holiday.  I am a very responsible  
and reliable registered Pet Sitter, with many years’ 
experience.  I am fully insured and would like to 
have the opportunity to care for your pets. 

Phone: Catherine  01223 291411 / 07778 921334 
info@homeanimalcare.co.uk 

catherineneale9@icloud.com 

    National Association of Registered Pet Sitters

• Carpets, Vinyl and more 
• Experienced, professional and friendly service 
• Free no-obligation quotation 
• Domestic and commercial – a wide range of products to suit all 

budgets 
• Samples brought to you in the comfort of your own home/workplace 
• Measuring and fittings arranged for a time that suits you 
• Unbeatable prices 

Reed Flooring

07909 110772    01279 815185 
reedflooring@gmail.com      www.reedflooring.co.uk

Measure . Supply . Fit
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Autumn Concert, West Wratting 
We will be holding a concert on Saturday  
6th October at 7 pm in aid of St Andrew’s Church.  
We are delighted that we will have a choir from 
King’s School, Ely, as well as other local musicians, 
performing for us.  Tickets £10 including interval 
refreshments; children free; raffle.  On this occasion 
we are delighted to be holding the concert in St 
Andrew’s Church itself.  If you would be willing to 
help in any way – organising refreshments, obtaining 
financial support, helping on the day, etc – please let 
us know.   

Linda and Michael Gorman  (290653) 

The Ellesmere Centre, Stetchworth 

Walking for Health – the weekly walk will leave at 
2.30 pm every Thursday and we will come back and 
join the group for refreshments at the end. 

Tai Chi – learn simple and gentle exercises 
to assist with balance, posture, strength,  
co-ordination and relaxation, with an 
experienced tutor in Chinese Internal Arts.  

New classes start on Thursday 20th September,  
1 - 2.15 pm.  All ages and abilities welcome. 

Carpet Bowls – we are looking to start a new Carpet 
Bowls club on Wednesday afternoons, 4 - 6 pm.  The 
club will be informal and friendly and for  
all abilities; those with no experience 
welcome.  £2 a session.. Please contact the 
centre if you would be interested in this.  

The Ellesmere Centre, www.ellesmerecentre.org.uk 
(01638 508212. office@ellesmerecentre.org.uk) 
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The Chestnut Tree 
West Wratting 

CAMRA Cambridgeshire Pub of the Year 2014 
Handsome Victorian Free House combining the relaxed 

charm of a village local with a traditional menu of 
hearty home cooked food. 

Constantly changing selection of 4 real ales, plus  
a real cider, to enjoy in our fully refurbished bars  

or in our beautiful garden. 
You won’t find any gimmicks here,  

just a great village pub! 
01223 290384  

www.chestnuttreepub.co.uk

AUTUMN CONCERT 
 

at St. Andrew’s Church, 
West Wratting  

 
Saturday, 6th October 2018, 

7:00 PM 
 

IN AID OF 
 

ST. ANDREWS PARISH CHURCH 
 

AN EXCITING PROGRAMME  
OF 

CHORAL & INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
 
 

TICKETS £10, CHILDREN FREE 
INCLUDING INTERVAL REFRESHMENTS 

 
 

 TICKETS OR FURTHER INFORMATION FROM: 
 
 

Michael or Linda Gorman 01223 290653  
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Save the Date – Balsham Craft Fair  

13th & 14th October, 10.30 am - 4 pm 

Christmas will soon be upon us.  Why not pop along 
and see what handmade crafts, gifts and food there is 
to offer for yourselves, friends and family? 

Familiar faces plus a few new ones attending this 
year; crafts, tombola, sweets, lucky dip and face 
painting for the children; our café with tasty treats and 
beautiful cakes. 

Hope to see you at the Craft, Gift & Food Fair 2018. 
Bernadette Battom, Balsham Craft Fair Organiser 

Marsh Mail 
We ended the summer term with glorious 
weather and, as per tradition, Sports Day.  
This was the final inter-house 
competition with existing houses and Mandela was 
victorious.  It was a poignant result for Mr Clarke, 
Head of House, on his last day at LVC. 

There are two schools of thought in regard to 
competitive events such as this: it is the taking part 
rather than the winning that counts, and that winning 
is the only thing that counts.  Like many things in life, 
it is arguably a combination of both.  

Whilst the fulfilment of achieving first place is the 
ultimate goal of any competitive process, as England’s 
performance in the World Cup demonstrated, there are 
many other values and virtues that are tested and 
demonstrated through team pursuit.  Observing tutees 
support each other, persevere and commit to activities 
that stretched them beyond their comfort zones 
showed great community spirit. 

As I write this, Year 11s await the outcomes of their 
GCSE examinations, a culmination of their learning 

and study during five years of secondary education. 
While they will reflect the achievements of 
individuals, the way in which the grades (9 - 1 across 
all subjects this year) are awarded depends on the 
relative performance of all candidates nationally 
entered for the qualifications.  Students’ positioning 
on the bell curve of results will determine whether 
they obtain a pass (grade 4), a strong pass (grade 5)  
or somewhere above or below these nationally 
prescribed benchmarks.  

The release of Scottish exam results earlier in August 
sparked a flurry of social media activity, with 
celebrities and past students sharing the successes that 
they achieved despite failing at school, and consoling 
school leavers that exam results do not define you. 
While the sentiment of such messages is reassuring 
and sound, there is a risk that they serve to demean 
the efforts of our students and school staff who work 
hard to achieve the best possible educational 
outcomes.  

Ultimately both credentials and character create 
opportunities and open doors in the future.  I wish our 
outgoing students all the best for their next steps and 
future happiness.   

Helena Marsh, Principal 
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I & S GROUNDWORKS LTD
Your Local Company for  

Driveways  
Patios  

Foundations  
Drainage 

Site Clearance

Please call  
Ian Boreham on 07831672907 or  
Simon Boreham on 07768821364

PEST CONTROL SERVICES  
AGRICULTURAL AND DOMESTIC 

CLUSTER FLIES, LOFT AREA,  
RABBITS, RATS, 

MICE, MOLES, WASPS & INSECTS  

CONTACT R DANIELS  
01223 290570 / 07773 682676 

We service and repair all garden machinery. 

 We also have a fully stocked showroom with  
new and secondhand machines ranging from  

strimmers through to ride-on tractors. 

Free collection and delivery. 

Gog Magog Mower Services 
Unit 1, Copley Hill Business Park, Babraham
01223 832894          david@gogmagogmowers.co.uk 

www.gogmagogmowers.co.uk

mailto:david@gogmagogmowers.co.uk
mailto:david@gogmagogmowers.co.uk
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WEA Courses 
The autumn WEA course at Linton – ‘Decoding 
History through Myth and Fairy Tales’ – begins on 
Tuesday 9th October in Linton Village Hall.  The tutor 
is Lionel Sims and he will cover the hidden meanings 
of Greek myth, also European fairy tales, Indo-
European myth and those which underpin the sun 
dance ritual of the north American plains.  The course 
will be eight sessions of two hours (10 – noon) and 
the fee is £59.  You can enrol online or by telephone, 
or just come to the first session to try it out. 

The Great Bradley group meet on Wednesdays and 
their course begins on 3rd October.  Ian McLachlan is 
back again with ‘War Wings 1914 - 1918’.  He will 
cover the development of air power from 1914 to 
1918 over the Western Front and East Anglia, and 
discover how airmen and ‘munitionettes’ fought their 
airborne adversaries.  The course is over seven weeks, 
10 – noon, and costs £56. 

More information at www.wea.org.uk or ring  
Sue Mudge on 01223 892737. 

Pre-School Treasurer Needed 
Daisy Chains Pre-School in West Wickham is looking 
for a new treasurer to start ASAP, with hand over 
from the current treasurer.  This is a voluntary 
position, and there is no need to have children 
currently associated with the preschool.  Duties 
include funding issues and registration, invoicing, 
charity commission issues, general preschool monies 
eg expenses, paying bills, float for fundraisers etc, and 
compiling accounts for our committee meetings and 
yearly reports.  We employ a payroll company for 
staff wages.  The committee meets every other month.  

For further details, please get in touch on 291344 or 
07779 277647, or at jess@agrarian.biz.  

Jess Ashbridge, Chair of Daisy Chains Pre-School 

!11

Unit 1, Randswood Farm 
The Common, West Wratting  
Cambridgeshire   CB21 5LR 

01223 290275 
mail@peacockjoinery.com  
www.peacockjoinery.com 

Your local supplier of purpose made joinery 
All types of joinery manufactured including doors, windows, 
frames, kitchens, wardrobes, staircases. 
Fitting service available

Locally produced lamb and pork  
for the freezer?

Tamarind Herd
Available fresh by arrangement, or frozen.  
Telephone Jerry to discuss requirements.

 01223 290076 or 07970 154161

Gardener / Handyman required in 
Carlton Green.

4 - 5 hours weekly, all year around.
Would suit retired person who is reliable 

and conscientious.
Please call Karina on 01223 291455. 

Weston Colville Reading Room 
Available for Hire 

for Parties, Functions, Fitness, Art, Hobby and Music Groups,  
and Meetings.  Recently renovated with kitchen  

and bar facilities and sound equipment. 
Licence for Alcohol and Live Music. 

 01223 290292            www.thereadingroom.org.uk

R BRISTLEY
9 COLLINGS PLACE, NEWMARKET

• All Chimneys Swept• Solid Fuel, Oil & Gas• Cowls, Nets & Pots Fitted• Stoves Repaired & Inspected• Carpets Cleaned• Competitive Prices• Very Clean• Classic Wedding Car Hire (White 1972 Citroën DS21)• Public Liability Insurance
☎ Newmarket (01638) 662439  

Est 1974

BRUSH ELECTRIC SWEEP
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Weston Colville Marsh Tit Study 
Congratulations – you survived the heatwave, and 
now it's back to good old Blighty weather.  :) 

Most of your neighbourhood birds have worn out their 
feathers and are now in postbreeding or postjuvenile 
moult.  They are nearly as inadequately dressed as 
Paul Émile Chabas' famous 1912 painting ‘September 
Morn’ and consequently shy and bashful.  Not for 
reasons of modesty, but safety: they can't fly or keep 
themselves warm or dry properly, so they hide in the 
bushes to avoid predators and the weather.  By mid 
October, they'll have a pristine new set. 

Your Marsh Tits are no different.  Here 
is the latest addition to our stable of 
study subjects, adult bird S907378 Red 
over White over Red on Left 'Rosa', 
which graced us with its presence in 
Great Coven's Wood last month. 
(Unfortunately, it was too late in the 
year to tell if 'Rosa' was girl or boy, so 
we've taken pot luck with its name).  
'Rosa' was starting its postbreeding 
moult – its belly had white, pinlike new 
feathers coming through.  The head, 
wing and tail feathers will follow in due course. 

We also have a new addition to our ringing family – 
Paul Grimshaw.  Recently retired from the computer 
industry and an experienced birder, Paul survived his 
trial by the fearsome Blue Tits – they liked him, and 
let him live – so on that hearty recommendation, I've 
accepted 
him as my 
latest 
trainee.  
Welcome, 
Paul! :) 
Here's what 
he looks 
like.  You 
will see him 
with us 
around the 
villages and 
woods in 
the coming 
months, 
listening to 
me wax lyrical about passerine moult strategies in the 
Western Palearctic.  Please take pity and feel free to 
offer him a cup of strong coffee if you see his eyes 
glazing over . . . 
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As a long established Haverhill firm we are the natural choice 
for all your accountancy and tax requirements 

Contact Jon Griffey, Philip Hackett or Simon Iron or just call in 
to our offices on the Market Square, 2 Mill Road, Haverhill 

! 01440 762024 
www.hackettgriffey.com 

PLUMBLINE)
PLUMBING)AND)HEATING)ENGINEER)
PROFESSIONAL+DOMESTIC+PLUMBING+SERVICE+

Call)John)on)
01223)893903)

Fully+Qualified+and+Insured+

Including+Property+Maintenance+
PainEng:+Tiling:+Plastering:+Carpentry+++++++++

Friendly+and+Reliable+Service+ No+Job+Too+Small+

Supcik@talktalk.net+

Old house advice  
Cracks, movement, damp, decay and  

other problems with your historic property? 

Modern building materials and techniques often cause, worsen and 
rarely solve such problems as they don’t reflect how period buildings 

were designed to work.  With 20 years’ hands-on experience I can 
help you better understand any issues and how to address them, 

helping you avoid unnecessary building work and saving you money. 

For practical, independent, local advice, contact David Cook 
Tel:  07879 425640    email:  oldhouseadvice@gmail.com 

The Old Inn, High Street, West Wratting

http://www.hackettgriffey.com
http://www.hackettgriffey.com
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We were delighted to welcome back to Joyce's garden 
our star Marsh Tit Y291374 Green over Red on Left 
'Charles', the heaviest male Marsh Tit in the British 
Isles.  A veteran from the beginning of our study in 
February 2016, Charles has been measured five times 
and been seen 47 times over the years.  He's four 
years old and 11.9 grams.  The record is 12.1 grams, 
set by a female Marsh Tit elsewhere before 2005.  
Given that Charles has just gone through a demanding 
breeding season, I fully expect him to feed up at 

village garden feeders 
like Joyce's, John's 
and Jackie's and take 
the title for heaviest 
Marsh Tit ever 
recorded by the end of 
autumn.  Here's 
Charles, showing that 
he now has an 
experienced eye for 
the camera.  Next 
step, Hollywood . . . 

Worth noting that 10% 
of our 30 colour-

ringed Marsh Tits are at least four years old. Across 
the UK, the typical wild lifespan for Marsh Tits is two 

years.  Also, 'Charles' was in breeding condition.  This 
is solid local evidence that colour-ringing doesn't 
make these birds more visible to predators or 
otherwise shorten their lives, so we can gather our 
vital conservation data with a clear conscience. 

We are desperate to spot more juvenile Marsh Tits.  
We can't find out why these beautiful little birds are in 
steep decline without information on this key stage in 
their life cycle.  So please, send any sightings at all of 
Marsh Tits to me (cambsmarti@gmail.com), Mel 
(m_stammers@btinternet.com) or to Challenge.  Thank 
you muchly! 

Alex Inzani and the growing  
South Cambs Ringing Group 

A Churchill Fellowship 
  Travel to learn – return to inspire . . . 

A Churchill Fellowship is a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to expand your professional and personal 
horizons and, crucially, make a difference to 
communities and professions across the UK.  We fund 
UK citizens to travel overseas, exploring new ideas, 
and return with global insights to inspire communities 
and professions.  

Applicants come from all backgrounds, ages and 
levels of experience.  No qualifications are required. 
You will need some knowledge of your topic area but 
you do not need to be a field leader.  We are looking 
for dynamic individuals who are passionate about 
their project and can show how they will use it to 
make a difference in the UK. 

We are open for applications until 18th September 
2018, for travel in 2019.  Everyone can apply.  The 
only requirement is that you are a UK resident citizen 
aged 18 or over.   

Go to www.wcmt.org.uk  for all the details. 
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E G NELSON
good rates and reliable

Eddie Nelson
painter and decorator,                              

  plasterer, wall and floor tiler

07813 888572
egnelson41@yahoo.co.uk

R BRISTLEY
9 COLLINGS PLACE, NEWMARKET

• Drains Unblocked Fast• Toilets, Baths & Sinks• Guttering & Downpipes• Drain Repairs & CCTV Surveys• High Pressure Water Jetting• Domestic & Industrial• All Work Guaranteed 
☎ Newmarket (01638) 662439  

Est. 1974

SANICLEAN
DRAIN & PLUMBING SERVICES

[cocoon] 
wellbeing + beauty 

Waxing  
OPI manicures + pedicures 
Comfort Zone Facials  
Massage + aromatherapy  
Gifts + vouchers  
inner lather Soaps 

01223 290886 
High Street, West Wickham 
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On the first Sunday of each month, from  
2nd September onwards, we will have a united service at 
Balsham church, bringing together the churches from 
Balsham, West Wickham, Weston Colville,  
West Wratting, Hildersham and Great and Little Abington.  
These services will include activities for children in the 
Church Institute or elsewhere and refreshments for all after 
the service, and will also be supported by our seven 
churches choir and music group.  For any further 
information about this please contact Revd Iain McColl. 

Roman Catholic Mass 
Every Saturday at 5.30 pm, Sundays at 10 am and noon, at 
St Philip Howard Church, Cherry Hinton.  Every Saturday 
at 6.30 pm, Sundays at 10 am, Haverhill (St Felix Roman 
Catholic Church) 

September 2018 
Sat 1 Saturday Morning Café, West Wratting  
Wed 5 Weston Colville Parish Council meeting 
  West Wratting Over 60s  
Thur 6 West Wratting Oil Syndicate order deadline  
Fri 7  Tea & Cakes, Reading Room, Weston Colville 
  First Friday Bridge, West Wratting 
Sat 8 Balsham Community Market 
Mon 10 West Wratting Parish Council meeting 
Wed 12 West Wratting Book Club 
Sat 15 The Lost Words, Reading Room 
Sun 16 Weston Colville Oil Co-operative order deadline 
Wed 19 ‘Pub’ Quiz, Reading Room, Weston Colville 
Thur 20 Lunch Club, The Chestnut Tree  
Fri 28 Macmillan Coffee Morning, Carlton 
Sun 30 Harvest Songs of Praise, West Wratting 

October 2018 
Wed 3 Weston Colville Cinema Club, Reading Room 
Sat 6 West Wratting Autumn Concert, St Andrew’s 
Fri 12 Pop-up Pub, Weston Colville Reading Room 
Sat 13 Bingo, West Wratting 
Sun 20 Circular walk from Reading Room 
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Editor: Anne Bragg (290550) or email:  
editor@challengemag.co.uk 

Thank you for all your articles, news, etc.  If these are sent by 
email, they are always acknowledged; if you don’t get a reply, 

your items haven’t been received, so please resend.  Some 
contributions may have to be edited, to fit the space available, 

and are published at the discretion of the editor. 
October issue’s copy date:  
Thursday 20th September. 

Revd Iain McColl  
 tel: 890693  email: mccoll.iain@gmail.com 
Revd Kathy Bishop, Associate Priest   
 tel: 892288  email: revkathy@hotmail.co.uk 
Very Revd Keith Johnson, Honorary Associate Priest  
 tel: 890835  email: jkeith1412@gmail.com 
Mr Steven Wheeler, Licensed Lay Minister  
 tel: 290643  email: steven@juicyfruitsuk.com 
Mrs Rosemary Mead, Authorised Lay Minister  
 tel: 891718  email: leonardavmead@hotmail.com 
Mr Keith Day, Authorised Lay Minister  
 tel: 891527  email: keithdday@btinternet.com 

Parish Council Contacts: 
Weston Colville Parish Clerk – Jess Ashbridge,  
   jess@agrarian.biz 
West Wratting Parish Clerk –  Jenny Richards,  
   j.richards597@btinternet.com,  01223 665260  
Church Administrator:  Caroline (Cazzy) Walshe,  
 7churches.seven@gmail.com,  01223 891443 
Parish Nurse:  Claire Gillett,  
 7churches.parishnurse@gmail.com, 07498 994205

Mobile library: first Tuesday of each month  
  (4th September, 2nd October) 
 High Street, West Wratting        12.15 - 12.45 
 Post Office, Weston Green          1.50 - 2.15 
 Mill Hill, Weston Colville       2.20 - 2.50

DIARY

Black bins:        Monday 10th & 24th September,  
  Monday 8th & 22nd October 
Blue & green bins:     Monday 3rd & 17th September,  
  Monday 1st, 15th & 29th October

Churchwardens:   
St Mary’s –  Ian Ashbridge (291344)  
  Philippa Coates (290842)  
St Andrew’s – Sebastian Bain (403415)  
     Alex Walsham (291491)

St Andrew’s, West Wratting  (10.45 am) SET UP FLOWERS CLEANING

Sunday 2nd September United Service, Balsham Rev Iain McColl n/a Louise n/a
Sunday 9th September Morning Worship Steven Wheeler Sisse Louise Pauline
Sunday 16th September Holy Communion Rev Kathy Bishop Alex Linda n/a
Sunday 23rd September Holy Communion Rev Iain McColl Fanny Alex Sue
Sunday 30th September (4 pm) Songs of Praise,  

with Harvest Supper
Scilla & John Harvey n/a All available n/a

St Mary’s, Weston Colville  (9.15 am)

Sunday 2nd September  
(10.45 am)

United Service, 
Balsham

Rev Iain McColl

Sunday 9th September Morning Worship Steven Wheeler
Sunday 16th September Holy Communion Rev Kathy Bishop
Sunday 23rd September Holy Communion 

and Harvest
Canon John Pinder

Sunday 30th September no service


