WEST  WRATTING  PARISH  COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Parish Council held on Monday

9th May 2016 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm.

Those present were:
Chairman Ross-Bain, Cllrs. Holness, Nichols, Okkenhaug & Roberts.  Dist. Cllrs. Fraser & Turner, County Cllr. Hickford.  4 parishioners and the Parish Clerk.

1. Election of Chairman:  Cllr. Holness proposed Cllr. Ross-Bain, seconded by Cllr. Nichols.  Cllr. Ross-Bain was happy to again be Chairman and he was therefore elected by general consent.
Appointment of Vice Chairman:  Cllr. Okkenhaug proposed Cllr. Nichols to be Vice Chairman, seconded by Cllr. Roberts and agreed by the Council.  They both then signed the Declaration of Acceptance form.
2. Apologies: Cllr. Causton and Cllr. Snow.

3.  Declaration of interest: None

4.  Minutes:  Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 14th March 2016 were signed as correct.

5.   Opportunity for Public Statement:
a)  Sisse McCall expressed her dismay at the Parish Meeting being held after the Parish Council Meeting as it has always been first.  This will be noted.

b) Colin McCall (P3 Officer) reported that his team had the litter problem under control with all the roads covered despite losing one member of his team.  Now that contracts have been signed for path cutting there should be a stable period for the next two years. (see Parish Meeting report|).

5. Affordable Housing:  Nothing to report.

6.  Planning: Nothing new but the Parish Clerk was asked to again contact Planning at SCDC regarding S/10060/l6/LB – Proposed Orangery and why we never got a reason for their refusal of this application.
7.   Finance:  

a) The final accounts and Bank Reconciliation having been distributed to the Councillors prior to the meeting, it was agreed that the Accounts spreadsheet should be signed and the Bank Reconciliation, Analysis of Receipts and Payments, all being correct and in order.

b)  The Annual Return form section 1 –Governance Statement was read and signed by the Chairman and Parish Clerk as was Section 2 – Accounting Statements also agreed and signed, to be put forward for internal and external audit.

c)  Authorised payments:

£ 200.00     Age UK Cambridgeshire (chq. 979)

   370.50     Mrs J Richards salary for April/May less PAYE. (chq. 980)

£2323.41    Aon UK Ltd. (chq. 981)

£ 196.36     CAPALC affiliation fee for 2016/17 (chq. 982)

£   20.00     “Running Total” annual charge for payroll 2015/16 (chq. 983)

£   27.00     C. McCall (P3 officer) Roundup for footpaths (chq.984)

)  Monies received:  

£     60.00   D’abo Tennis Club for maintenance.

£5,466.50   SCDC 1st tranche of Precept

£   415.35   VAT reclaim

e)  Schedule for grass cutting of recreation ground:  Cllr. Holness has found in the original deeds that it is the responsibility of SCDC to keep the boundaries and various other bits of the ground clear and cut and he will be contacting SCDC about this.  However until this has been established we will carry on paying the WWFC their invoice fee for cutting the boundaries.  It may well be possible that the Parish Council will have to pay for all the rubbish etc. to be cleared and then there will be a defined boundary.  He also mentioned that there was a sliver of land, marked white on the Land Registration, as being unregistered probably due to the conversion from imperial to metric.  It was decided to find out how much it would cost to register first before making a decision.  Alternatively a letter sent to all residents whose land runs up to the recreation ground warning them not to encroach on the boundaries.
8.    Maintenance:

a)   CCTV for Church:  It was agreed that this was the responsibility of the PCCC rather than the Parish Council.
b)  Playground refurbishment:  Cllr. Causton was unable to present but let Council know that she has submitted an application for a grant to purchase the Log Transverse bar and will let them know when she hears something.

c)   Bollard at the Pump Shelter:  Cllr. Holness had spoken to Andrew Hodge who said he would be happy to replace the bollard in wood and would do it for free.  The Chairman had made enquiries about the cost of a metal one and this would cost approx.. £800 plus installation.
9.   Correspondence:  (Folder distributed to Councillors).
A request from the West Wratting Music Event Committee for permission to have use of the recreation ground on the weekend of 9th July 2016.  Permission was given.
10.  Football Club: Cllrs Holness reported on

a)    Dug-outs – There is no issue here as yet as it is the end of season and they have not been used.

b)    Bowls area – it is being tidied up.

c)    Defibrillator commissioning – there are still issues here as the keypad is faulty so not usable.  Blanche Miller and Cllr. Holness are contacting the makers for a replacement.

d)    The AGM will be held on Wednesday 11th May.

11.  Traffic Issues & Speed Restrictions:  Cllr. Nichols reported on

a)  Rondels – She had received today an update on the cost and had been told it would be £819 for the five rondels and it would be done when the weather improved.  All agreed that this should be done.

b)  Potholes – some of the worst potholes have been filled in but there is a size criterion before doing this, but keep up with the letters of complaint.

c)  40mph sign on Common Road – Despite an accident where a garage was demolished by a car the police are only interested if someone is injured.  There is no way of monitoring the speeds driven as it is outside the village boundary and the police will not come and do any speed checks and it was felt that even if the speed limit was lowered drivers would go at the speed they feel safe at.  County Cllr. Hickford said “rat running” monitors are being put up in various villages which will then possibly show the situation as it is.

d) Withersfield mobile speed meters costing £3000:  It was agreed to discuss this at the next meeting.  Cllr. Hickford said that this equipment flashes but drivers get used to them and so possibly not very useful and there is no official follow up.  It was agreed that the traffic going through the village had slowed down and the Speed Watch team’s figures show less than 10% speeding compared with 25% six months ago.  A chicane system has been put up in Horseheath but was extremely expensive.

12.  Broadband:  Cllr Nichols said that the cabinet near Randswood had been activated so superfast broadband is available.  Contact name is Gavin Patterson.
13.   Report of meetings:  None

14.   Report by District Cllrs. Fraser/Turner

a) Local Plan – there is a revised timetable and the examination process is tabled for 7th June 2016 so possibly in place by the end of the year.

b) Shared services:  Cambridge and Huntingdon CC are sharing Home Agency, Payroll, ICT services with shared Director and Advisor in place.

c)  Balsham will become a 1 member ward through the changes being made by the Boundary Commission.  From 2018 all elections will be every four years.

d)  Community Chest of £1500 is now available.

e)  The merger with Norfolk & Suffolk Councils is still in discussion but is unlikely to happen.

f)  He asked if the Parish Council would be in favour of a monthly meeting involving other parishes where representatives from each parish council would meet up to discuss issues.  The Parish Council said they had already agreed to this.

15.   Report by County Cllr. Hickford
a)  Devolution will not happen.

b)  A1307 changes are unlikely to happen.

c)  Boundary Commission is still in progress.

d)  Local Minor Improvement Scheme – this has been increased to £600,000 so worth putting in a scheme e.g. 40mph speed limit changes, in September

e)  Two things that the community would benefit from?
16.  Any other business:  None







Chairman:……………………………..

